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Chinese Characters — Our Cultural Treasure

One of the main missions of the Overseas Community Affairs Council (OCAC) of the Republic of China (Taiwan)
is to promote the continuing education of the Chinese language among our compatriot communities abroad.

To pass on this important cultural heritage, the OCAC has long been publishing educational materials printed in
traditional characters, in lieu of simplified characters, so as to facilitate the younger generation to learn and
appreciate the artistic beauty and innate values of the Chinese language.

Traditional characters have evolved alongside Chinese long history, and as a result, the characters have developed
into logograms through shapes, pronunciation and meaning, which closely conform to the traditional Six Principles
of Character (pictograph, ideograph, compound ideograph, phono-semantic compound, phonetic loan character and
derivative cognate). Approximatively 80% of Chinese characters are phono-semantic compounds, also known as
radical-phonetic characters, created by combining radicals on one side and phonetics on the other. Knowledge of
these facts makes the learning of Chinese characters much easier, and is just half the battle!

Dr. Chin-chuan Cheng, member of the Academia Sinica, has pointed out in his research that the maximum number
of words an average person may acquaint in a given language is about eight thousand. The simplified characters
promulgated in Mainland China cover merely a total of 2,235 characters, including 482 independently simplified
ones and 1,753 derived from simplified radicals and independently simplified ones. These limited number of
characters, created without solid origin, have lost the traditional picto-phono-semantic traits sine qua non to
Chinese characters.

Furthermore, another linguist, Professor Xian Li, has pointed out the limit of the simplified characters:
“simplified radicals cannot be deduced and applied to all,”**symbols replacing radicals have no established rules,”
“independently simplified radicals cannot be deduced,” “the use of homophonic characters in a different contexts
complicates the whole character system,” “exceptions always found whenever simplification rules are applied,”
and “arbitrary simplifications destroy the logic of Chinese characters.”

The intricate implications of learning simplified Chinese characters result in an inevitable imbroglio of academic
research and linguistic application, jeopardizing related sciences such as paleography, historical geography and
historiography.

Due to current practical need and global trend, the proportion of traditional characters users has considerably
declined compared to that of simplified characters users. Yet learning traditional characters is nevertheless
meaningful, important and necessary, if taken into account the following perspectives: pedagogical efficiency,
cultural creativity, better understanding of Chinese traditional culture and history, cultural links to East Asian
civilizations, involvement in a global cultural outlook, and an aesthetic appreciation of inherent beauty of Chinese
characters.

It is our hope that by consolidating the learning of traditional characters, while providing simultaneously a
comparison table scoping simplified characters, we can pragmatically provide useful teaching methodology to the
overseas communities. By encouraging the study of traditional characters as a vector, and then comparing them with
simplified characters in textbooks, we are convinced that this approach will create the ideal environment for the
transmission of Chinese culture abroad, where both types of characters are currently prevalent.
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Preface

Since the overseas compatriot education is important for our
descendants to inherit the Chinese culture, the OCAC has
provided numerous educational resources and invited scholars
from Taiwan and overseas to develop Chinese learning materials
for all levels of learners. In recent years, digital learning has
become a new trend in the education. The OCAC has been
working on integrating effective contents with information
technology to create a series of vivid, vigorous, and versatile
learning materials, hoping to create an interesting and learner

friendly interface for Chinese learning.

The “Chinese Learning Biweekly” has become one of the favorite
materials overseas since it was published in 1985 (the online
version in 1999). It contains language, history, art and culture. In
recent years, there are many Chinese schools overseas utilizing the
online version of the “Chinese Learning Biweekly” in class. The
introduction of E-learning in classes is a big step towards improving

the quality of education.

In order to provide “Chinese Learning Biweekly” users or teachers
overseas with better teaching material, the OCAC has combined 12
sections of “Andy and Sweetie” from 2011 and published them on
paper. Through the publication of this book, we sincerely hope
to inspire learner’s interest and help lay a solid foundation for
Chinese learning. We could like to express our gratitude to the
editing team of this book, and hope to move forward in Chinese

education with overseas teachers and experts in various fields.

OCAC, Republic of China (Taiwan)
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Preface

The digital material Andy and Sweetie was issued in 2011, which
was the series of materials for young children to learning Chinese.
The purpose of this material is to establish overseas children’s
Chinese communication ability by creating a natural and delighted
Chinese learning environment. The contents and topics were
selected for their meaningful connections with young children’s
daily life.

Published on the journal of Chinese Learning Biweekly, Andy and
Sweetie was divided into twelve lessons, which were: 1) How are
you?, 2) My family, 3) Counting, 4) I am taller than you, 5) I like to
eat tangerines, 6) Understanding shapes, 7) Understanding your
body, 8) The color world, 9) Cute animals, 10) Shopping, 11) What
time is it?, and 12) Thank you and Goodbye. In the stories of Andy
and Sweetie, active and lovely characters were created. Led by these
characters, related language contents and practicing activities were
developed based on the patterns of parent-child interactions and in-
class teaching activities in overseas Chinese kindergarten classes.
This material is especially suitable to young children from 3 to
6 years old. Andy and Sweetie can increase learners’ interests in

Chinese learning and keep their learning enthusiasm.

Moreover, the issues about children’s manner and character
education were involved in Andy and Sweetie. Being aware of the
importance of character education, the traditional Chinese virtues,
such as respecting their parents or elder family members, being kind
and polite to surrounding people, and being responsible to self’s
learning and daily life, were also covered in this material. It is hoped
to help overseas children understand the core values of Chinese

traditional culture.

Ya- Hsun Tsai
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Xiaotiantian,

I’'m Sweetie. Good morning.
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W6  shi Andi,
I’'m Andy. Good morning.
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W6  shi Xiaotiantian, zao’'an.

\ I’'m Sweetie. Good morning.
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5 shi Andi, zao'an.
I’'m Andy. Good morning.
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shi wo mama.
That is my mother.
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Zhé shi  wod
This is my grandfather.
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Na shi wo nainai.
That is my grandmother.
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nainai
-‘ grandmother

baba mama
father mother
e 3 D b b
gége jigjie
elder brother elder sister
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didi meimei
younger younger
brother sister
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Fumdu dou cixiang.
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In Chinese character “ £ ”, “ ~ ” means roof, and
“ 7 ” means pigs. For the ancients, pigs are
important livestock.
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Women yiqi cht pingguo ba!
Let’s eat!
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b3, jia, shi.

There are so many apples! One, two, three, four, five, six,
seven, eight, nine, ten.
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Ba ke tangguo.
Eight candies.
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Qr  kuai jimu.
Seven toy building blocks.
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Yi ké shu.
A tree.
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Liang zht hudié.

Two butterflies.

Three clouds.
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Si ge (duod) moga.

Four mushrooms.

P

v n, n ® 7
IZx B 21 2D & o
‘ 2 Wi zhi  maomaochdng.
=7 . .
i‘ P Five caterpillars.
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Liu ge (ke) plngguo

‘ Six apples.
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Qr  kuai Jlmu
Seven toy building blocks.
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Ba ke tangguo.
Eight candies.
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Jiu dud hua.
Nine flowers.
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Shi ke putao.

Ten grapes.
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de péngyou zai nali?
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W6  bi ni  gao.

| am taller than you.
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bi ni ai.
| am shorter than you.
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Fonow ney
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Wo  lai na gushisha.
Let me take the storybook.

Iél nian gushlshu.

Let me read the storybook.

\%%x%%x%%x‘#%x%x/o\# X o X oy X
B S T R R = TR XA A L XX L

<
x A



h G EUEY

&E élji g X L e ’fJ\*
W6 de  shd bi ni duo.
| have more books than yours.
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W6 de shd bi ni shao
| have less books than yours.
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1 &0 &7 b2 45T 45 BEr o
Baba bi mama pang.
Father is fatter than mother.

5T 45T b2 B &Y Hr o
Mama bi baba shou.
Mother is thinner than father.
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Gége bi méimei gao.
Elder brother is taller than younger sister.
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Méimei bi gége ai.
Younger sister is shorter than elder brother.
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Guodzht bi cha léng.

Juice is colder than tea.
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Cha bi guozhi re.
Tea is hotter than juice.
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Wazi bi hua chou.
Socks are more stench than flowers.
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Hua bi wazi xiang.
Flowers are more fragrant than socks.
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Plngguo bT tanggud  shao.
There are less apples than candies.
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Tangguo bi plngguo dud.
There are more candies than apples.
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pang gao léng
fat tall cold
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shou ai re
thin short hot
chou shao da
stench few; less big
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xiang dud xiao
fragrant many; more small
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Shu bi  hua duo.
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Plngguo bi maomaochong da.
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Hui xiang 6u sh He Zhizhang -
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ShaOX|ao |Ijla ldoda hui,
| was young when | left home, and return as an old man.
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xiangyin wugai binmao cur.
. Although my accent is the same and hasn’t '

changed at all, the hair on my temples has grayed. '
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Erténg xiangjian  bu  xiangshi, .
The children in my hometown see me and don’t recognize.
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xiaowen ke cong héchu lai.
They laugh and ask, “Stranger, where are you from?”
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Wdmen xian qu xishou!
Let’s wash the hands first!
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Yummy!
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W0 xihuan cht juzi.
| like to eat tangerines.
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xihuan chi jiaozi.

| like to eat dumplings.
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Bu tiaoshi, ba shiwu
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chiguangguang cai  shi hao baobao!
Don’t be picky! Eat all your food, you will be a good child!
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pingguo
apple

pineapple
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tangerine vegetable
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pork

jigozi
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candy
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huashéng
peanut
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fagao
steamed
sponge cake
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v After the dinner of Chinese New Year’s Eve, adults will give red "
envelopes to children. Because red color of the envelope symbolizes

B good luck, children receive a red envelope will be blessed with |
peace and safety for the following year.
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Use your thumb and forefinger to hold one of
the chopsticks.
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Follow the arrow, put the other chopstick inside.

o

J

-
Fr@msay

5 kKT

T"f'y"%

me Byt i F

ESE TR
R

Move the chopstick above and hold the other one.
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Cut down the paper along the thick line.
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Your bunny is finished!
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Fold the paper along the broken lines.

Glue in the white area.
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changfangxing de jimu nali
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Changfangxmg de jimu zai nali?
Where is rectangular lego?
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Let me help you!
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Yuanxing de pénshuichi.
a circle fountain
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Zhéngfangxing de gipan.
a square checker board
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Changfangxing de giaogiaoban.

a rectangular see-saw
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Tudyuanxing de qiqiu.
an oval balloon
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Lingxing de féngzhéng.
a rhombus kite
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Sanjiaoxing de dangao.
a triangle cake
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changfangxing
rectangular
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oval
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triangle
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yuanxing
circle
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zhéngfangxing
square
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lingxing
rhombus
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Xiaotiantian xihuan  yuan yuan de paopao,
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fang fang de gipan, zhén yoéuqu!
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Andi xihuan  yuan yuan de taiyang,
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chang chang de yizi, zhén shafa!
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Andi, gichuang luo!
Andy, get up!
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W6 shi  hao baobao, wd  hui jian zhijia.

| am a good child. | can cut my nails.
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W6 hui shuaya, xilian.

| can brush my teeth and wash my face.

\%%x%%x%%x%%x%nlw
e im0 L e



eheh=EsE
ow

% 2 2 - BEhx
e X 3 v
C) %ZL‘%Z]L‘E"’ g ©

_ 5 .

1 R% 2 Z 3 Z 4 BE
tou shou yao tui
head hand waist leg

bozi jlanbang jiao
neck shoulder foot
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meimao
eyebrows
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yanjing
eyes
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shduzhi ya(chi)
fingers teeth
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(damuzhi),

B 45 )

(shizhi),
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san zhongniang (zhongzhi), [
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Si xiaodi (wumlngzhl).
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Xiao nidniu (xiaozhi), lai kanxi,
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shoubéi, xingan baobel.
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hongsé
| like red flowers.
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Wo6 ye xihuan héngsé
| like red flowers, too.
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Méiguanxi. Geéi ni  hao le!
It's OK. You can have that.
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Xiéxie ni!
Thank you!
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blue green purple red
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uangse baisé kafeise
yellow white brown
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Bu ké yi suibian wei dongwu 0!
Don’t feed the animals.
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changjinglu.

Hello, giraffe.
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Nihao,
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e guan yao baochi anjing.
Keep quiet at penguin house.
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changjinglu qi’'é houzi
giraffe penguin monkey
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laohu daxiang héma
tiger elephant hippo
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Daxiang, daxiang, bizi chang.
Elephant, elephant, long long nose.

e HY o e BY o 5 9gE KL
Héma, héma, ai héshui.
Hippo, hippo, drinking water.
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Houzi, houzi, chi X|angjlao.

Monkey, monkey, eating bananas.
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Maoxiong, maoxiong, zhén ké’ai.

Panda, panda, it is cute.
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Andi, bang mama na ping doujiang hao ma?
Andy, can you help Mom to take a bottle of soy milk?
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YL o
Hao.
Yes, | can.
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Doujiang zai nali
Where is soy milk?
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zharou niurou jirou
pork beef chicken
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doujiang fanqgié qiézi

soy milk tomato eggplant '
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gaolicai bocai

cabbage spinach ‘
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zhasun xianggu
bamboo shoots mushroom
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Duibuqi, chidao le.
Sorry, I m late.
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Ba dian ershi fen de hudché lai le.
The eight twenty train is coming.
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dian fén zaoshang zhongw
o’clock minute in the morning at noon

T v + . >
T s b5 (85 ) 45
xiawu wanshang (shi)  zhong

in the afternoon in the evening; at night clock
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cun jin  nan mai cun guangyin.
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Zashi Tao Yuanming
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Shéngnian  bu chonglai,
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xiexie zaijian
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Andi, xiéxient da| wo
a
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lai mayi de shijie wan,

Andy, thank you for bringing me to the ant world.
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wO  yao hUIan le, zaijian.
I’m going home. Goodbye.




NN T b
R T R
huanying ni xiaci
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zaijian.
You're welcome. Hope to see you again. Goodbye.
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song hua
to give flowers
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song I|wu
to give a gift
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zud  dangao
to make a cake
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to write a card : I
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xiexie (nt) wan hUIan

thank you to play; to have fun to go home

9. ®I & L . il
)’L“ 'ﬁ‘ % E} 3
bukeql zaijian
you're welcome goodbye
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