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Chinese culture, deriving its origins from the distant past, is broad,
profound and comprehensive. It covers all fields of human endeavor
including science, art, religion, law, politics, morality, medicine and social
system. Chinese culture, with a long, long history, remains flourishing
and thriving after weathering dynastic vicissitudes over 5,000 years. The
continuity and propagation of Chinese culture have now become our
common mission. Overseas compatriots scatter around all parts of the
globe. Since most of them reside overseas for a long time, it is not easy for
them to get an in-depth understanding of Chinese culture. To fill this gap,
OCAC has invited scholars and experts at home to compile the children’s
songs, Chinese riddle-phrases, Chinese riddles, and Chinese sayings.
Written in plain language and easy to understand, the series suits overseas

compatriots with various levels of Chinese proficiency.

The progress and survival of overseas compatriots and the prosperity
of their communities depend on the effectiveness of education. The main
purposes of OCAC to compile Chinese teaching materials are to promote
understanding of Chinese culture and to enhance the Chinese proficiency
of overseas youths. It is hoped that they can obtain enlightenment from
historical experience and wisdom from the essence of Chinese culture
so that they may help lay a more solid foundation for promoting world
peace and disseminating Chinese culture through cultural integration and

assimilation.

OCAC, Republic of China (Taiwan)
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During the Lunar New Year and especially during the Lantern Festival,
Chinese, young and old, engage in a favorite cultural as recreational
activity-guessing riddles. Most riddles are descriptions of, or metaphors
for, the characteristics of external phenomena or the behavioral attributes
of a broad range of creatures and things. Since the birth of the Republic
of China, the Folklore Society at Chungshan University has collected and
published many traditional riddle books. The riddles presented in The
Overseas Chinese Library are selected from these publications. We have
also collected more recent riddles about modern things for our Library.
Because Chinese riddles are thymed and full of fun, they are loved by

children.
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shén shang

Guess what?

There are more than thirty brothers.
But the little brothers were born
before the big brothers.

Their bodies are white as silver.

If something important comes,

it's for big brothers.

( Something in a person’s body )
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cai yi zhdng xian Xidng

/

Guess what?
| It will follow you for 1000 miles but not miss home.
It desires neither food nor flowers.

It fears not water, fire, knives, nor soldiers.

But it disappears when the sun setfs behind the western mountains.
( A phenomenon )
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cai rén shén shang de dong xi

No one goes through the red door,

Inside, there lies a red stone, ' /ﬂ
It swings back and forth a few decades, \
It is very wet and never ge’rs dry.

( Something in a person’s body )




gdo gdo shan shang i dui cdo
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shén shang de dong xi

Guess what?
A clump of grass on a high, high mountain,
Under the grass, there's a pair of jewels;
— Under the jewels, there’s a grave mound;
a'ﬁ:f: Under the grave mound,
' A great gate opens.
( Something in a person’s body )
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/
- w7 Guess what?

Half a section is on the ground;
= Y = Half a section is in the ground;
@ ' e b S Half a section is solid, and half empty;
( / / A Half a section is white, and half green;
g== Half a section is eaten, and half thrown away.
a3 ( A kind of vegetable )
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T R Guess what?

cai yi zhdng shui gud

It looks green;
It opens red;
What you eat is sweet;
What you spit out is black.
( A kind of fruit )
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Guess what?

In the winter, the dragon curls itself up and lies down;
In summer the leaves spread open.

The dragon’s whiskers grow upwards.

~ But the pearls arrange themselves downwards.

( A kind of fruit )
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Guess what?

They are as white as lotus-roof,
-_And as fine as willow twigs.

They have roofts that do not carry mud and dirt.

( A kind of vegetable )
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Xido  xido yi zha ua
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/)

3l — _~ Guess what?
T > A smalll, smalll flowery plant,
Lo / With roots which are not in sand,
= Has leaves, but its buds never blossom;
0 Y / Every day it follows the wind,
And every night it is never at home.
( A plant)
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Guess what?

Oh toil, toil, tfruly do you fail.

Day and night you count the numbers out,
Although you count your whole life through,
Never past twelve know you how to count.
( Something we use everyday )
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Each has his ears.
Only one has no ears,

And yet, on tfop of them he sits.
( A cooking utensil )
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Guess what?

Of brothers five or six,
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° Guess what?

Seen from afar, it looks like a little building;
Seen up close, it looks like a big dumpling.
People walk about under much water;

Much water falls upon many a fellow creature.
( Something we use everyday )
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Guess what?

Seen from afar, it looks like one shoe;

Seen up close, there aren’t any shoelaces.

Don’'t enter it casually,

Because once you enter, you can never

come out again.
( Something used at a funeral )
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B Y
Guess whqt‘?

The family circle unites, but is empty in the middle.

| accompany the daughter through the winter.

When the poplar and willow are green, she leaves me.
But we meet again when the firmiana free drops its leaves.
( Something to protect against the cold )
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! | Guess what?

A small, smalll little boy of white,

. With a lazy woman, he's quite comfortable,
~ But with an industrious woman, he is always in a bustle.
~ ( Something used for sewing )
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/ 7 :
Guess what? /
/ The sun escorts me on up to the sky.

Lord wind escorts me to the four sides. / /
Pitiable, | cry with tearful eyes;
| can’t return to my hometown.

( A natural phenomenon) / / / /
/ / p / STk
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s Guess what? s 0

It doesn’t move when there is wind;

As soon as it moves, it makes wind.

If people stop using it, ] \
They might have to wait for the autumn wind.

( Something we use everyday )
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Guess whati?

One person alone does it;

Two persons can not do it.

If only you do not divulge it,

Others won't be able to penetrate it.
( A kind of mental activity )
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Guess what?

I'm neither a wealthy lady,

Nor the fairy in the moon.

Once | open my mouth,

Surely, in anguish, will you think of me.

( A game for increasing mental activity )
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Guess whqi’?

——7= He aline; | aline; :
-_—

—— When he goes through hundreds and thousands of lines,

== Through hundreds and thousands lines | go.

-1 say what he says. o
( Something we do to learn) -
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;r Guess what?
/ Inasquare platform,

A man puts up his hair just like a woman'’s.
- Red and green clothes are worn — so marvelous.

But the loving man and wife pass into nothingness.
( A recreational activity )
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Guess what?

On the blue mountain, there's a stick of wood.
It can be an officer, a husband, or a granny.
Satins of red and green it wears,

. The only thing its feet lack are shoes.

( Something we use everyday )
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Guess what?

Mother has eyes.

Father has eyes.

But the newborn has no eyes.

~ Frightening the mother to cry in alarm.
( What a hen does )
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Guess
On his head he wears ared cap;

On his body he wears a white robe.

When he walks, he looks like a young chief;

When he eats, he looks like a dwarf.
( A kind of fowl )
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Guess whai?
I A round head and thin eyes,

With his light body, he soars in the wind.
Atop a branch he likes to sing.

And his song is both loud and pleasing.
( Aninsect)
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Guess what?

On his body he wears a robe; @

He has eyes but no eyebrows. (D)

He has wings, but he can’t fly. ®
He has no feet, but he can travel one thousand miles.

( An animal that lives in water )
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Guess what?

Eight brothers carry a drum.

Carry it to the city to see my mother-in-law.
My mother-in-law says we brothers are many;
The two behind she does not count.

( An animal that lives in water )
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 Guess what?

A hibiscus blooms on its helmet.

' Its battle-array was not cut with scissors.

- Although it is no hero or general,

A thousand doors and ten thousand windows open when it sings.
(A kind of fowl



-
&+
e
Ik
=
A5
T
/(d'
i
et
pURN
(ﬁ
N/xx

o
O
>
«Q
>
o
>
x
o
@
Q.
(o]
c
N
O«
c
«Q
c
(o]

2
TH
P
SIS

+

*1-
%
s
—</-‘5
i
e
X
g
ov
5
G

[
Q
>
wn
c
Qi
>
~
[
ey
Q.
[o]
c
(9]
=
«Q
c
[e]]

2oy y N
A RS She R

rén jia jjgang  wo

i/ r /\ =M
X %
yi ha rén jia
¥, — L0 FAs 8L
ai yi zhéng ri chang yong pin

Guess what?

East, south, west and north I've been.
Sweet, sour, bitter and spicy I've eaten.
People say that I'm useless.

Yet, on me every household depends.
( Something we use everyday )
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Guess what?

When small, it walks on four legs.
When grown, it walks on two legs.
When old, it walks on three legs.

( An animal )
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Guess what?

Ten children play fogether,
And each has a tfile on top of his head.
( Something on a person’s body )
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Guess what?

The large one is divided intfo two sections;
The small is divided into three sections,
Let’s figure it out;

4 times 7 is 28 sections.

( Something on a person’s body )
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Guess what?

One east,

One west,

They die without a tryst.

( Something on a person’s body )
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t Guess what?
| am from water born,

But dare not to water return.
People all do need me; -5 -
Without me naught will come about. — .= — ** " iy o --=":“_-_"
~ ( Something for seasoning ) L - . g
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Guess what?

White maids.
Dress in black.
Those who know how fto eat tfurn them into couples and pairs.

Those who don't crush them to pieces, like corpses torn apart by five horses.
( Something to eat)
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- Guess what?

" It has roots that do not touch the ground;
It has leaves, but does not bloom.

It is found both inside and outside the city,

- But no one plants it.
( A vegetable )




r N ¢ &
4% S MR
ong o]} tdng

KR« HE«
ELR BS
h&i qi gadi

cm
3=
£
N
o
N{l-ﬂ
>..
o
s
W

- AL
rén

Qi
35
N
=5
(o]}
o
=
—_
[0}
35
(_]1

shi

y N L7 «
¥, — -k Bl
cai yi zhdong shui gud

Guess what?

A bucket painted red,

A cover painted black.

Of ten who see it nine will love it.
( A fruit)
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One steamer,

Two steamers.

When thoroughly steamed,

Ohl It smells so......

( What the body doesn’'t need )
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Guess what?

A curved bed,

A curved cover,

A curved girl,

Living in a curl.

( A plant that lives in water )
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 Guess what?
- A small, short man,
. Two inches tall.
Should you ask him his name,

It's just, as mine, the same.
( Something we use to identify ourselves ) |
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Guess what?

With nothing to do he lies down flat.

With something to do he stands up straight.
Above he grinds his shoulder.

Below he grinds the bottom of his foot.

( Something we use for calligraphy )
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Guess what?
Now to the left,

Now to the right.

| can only tell day and night.

But spring and summer | care not.
( A movement of some kinds of clocks )
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Guess what?

Brothers, all pair up;

Bodies fine and tall.

You only care to eat the solid food,
And don't care to eat the soup.

( Eating utensil )
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Guess what?

Ten plus ten,

Stillis ten,

Ten minus ten,

Again is ten.

( Something to wear )
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Guess what?

Long, long, this one strip.
At the door it sleeps.

Be once careless,

One will slip.

( Part of a door))
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Guess what?

An old man with long hair on his feet,
Gefts up early in the morning;
And creeps all over the floor.
( Something to use at home )
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Guess what?

It has a face but no mouth,
It has legs but no hands.

It likes not only eating,

But also drinking.

( A piece of furniture )
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A tiny little dog,
Walking along the steps;
Walks one step,
Takes one bite.
( Something we use )
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\ Guess what?

b Looking at it, there are divisions;
Feeling it, there are no divisions.
4 ¢ The two ends are cold asice;
. The middle is as hot as a flame.
ﬁ : ( Something used to tell what day it is )
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Has a head but has no neck, &
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It has no feet but can travel thousand mile,

Has wings but cannot fly.
( An animal that lives in the water )
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Gueh;s whai?

There's a hemp planted by the gate,
Not three feet in height.

When winds blow, it does not sway,
When rains come, it blooms away.

( Something to use when it rains )
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Guess what?

Looking from afar the mountains are colorful;
Listening closely, the rivers make no sound.
When spring is gone, the flowers remain unchanged;

When people approach, the birds perch unalarmed.
( A kind of art work )
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Guess what?

You think about me,

| think about you.

If the one above moves, the one below is hurt;
If the one below moves, the one above is glad.
( An activity done outdoors )
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Guess what?

Ma and Pa, why did you give birth to me on a mountain?
Carpenter, why did you scoop out my insides?2

Monk, why do you keep knocking on my head?
( Something monks use )
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Guess what?

By day it lives in the grass.

By night it wanders in the air.

What is seen is not his head but his rear.
( Aninsect we can see at night )
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& Guess what?
A flower-picking girl,
A flower-picking girl,

- Wears flowered clothes,

A taste as sweet as honey is in her mouth.

In One-Hundred-Flower Village is her house.
( Aninsect)
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Guess what? , .

It is a very tiny dragon, L
Whose whiskers are as hard as palm frees.

While living, it has no blood,

After it dies, its whole body furns red.

( An animal that lives in the water )
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Guess what?

Loosely do | wear red and yellow scaly armor,

And | make neither for soup nor broth.

Although the four seas are big, which | do not desire,
In half a tub of clean water, I'll pass my every hour.

( An animal that lives in the water )
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| Gbess what?

One thousand strings of lace,
Ten thousand strings of lace,

Fall into the river and leave no trace.
( A natural phenomenon )
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Guess what?

Water can’t move it.

Fire can’t burn it.

Eat it and you are noft full,
But everyone needs it.

( A natural element )
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Wash it and it isn’t clean.

Don’t wash it and then it's clean; h
Wash it and you can’t eat if.

Don’t wash it and then you can eat if.

( A natural element )
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Guess what?

A house that moves.

Round feet hidden below;
Carries people, moves freight,

A wink of an eye and off it goes.
( A means of fransportation )
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Guess what?

Everybody has one.

Not big, not small of space;

At night it lifts the shoulders up.
By day it gets put inits place.

( Something to do with sleeping )
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Guess what?

Atop mountains an inch of soil can’t be seen,

On plains, invisible a half acre of land;

Nowhere is there water, and yet before you lies the world of men.
( A kind of chart used to find things )
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Like a hawk, but not a hawk.

With spread wings it can soar into space,
Unafraid that the wind might blow it.
Only afraid that the rain might soak it.
(Atoy)
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Guess whdi?

Two small boats go west and east,

Ten passengers ride inside;

Daytime they come and go,

Nighttime they leave and the boats all empty.
( Something we wear everyday )
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Guess what?

Four corners square,

Without a sound;

Two sides that see no one,
And every word heard clear.
( Something to send news )
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Guess what?

A body so long,

Two heads so round;

Always writes letters white,

Daily use makes it a shorty.

( Something found in the classroom )
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Guess what?
A range of high mountains a grand wall make.
East and west 10,000 of miles, there is no break.
Majestically standing for 2,000 years,

Ancestral wisdom revealed in ifs splendid shape.
( A majestic structure in China )
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t Guess what?
| v . A red maiden, clever and petite.
I. 1 L '\ Sometimes she comes short, sometimes tall.
\ | When tall, people wear light linen.

When short, people wear padded cotton.
( Something we use in our daily life )
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Guess what?

Large as a watermelon,
Light as a swan'’s feather;
Although wingless, it can fly,
So high, so high.

(Atoy)
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Guess what?
§ Aniron body, more than a thousand fons.
& Place in water, it won't sink;

Ocean waves and wind cause no worry.

Only fearing the water won't be deep.
( A means of fransportation )
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Guess what?

Young its hair is white,

Come old age its hair is black;
Idle it wears a hat,

And busy takes it off.

( A writing utensil )
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