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Chinese Characters
— Our Cultural Treasure

One of the main missions of the Overseas Community Affairs Council
(OCAQ) of the Republic of China (Taiwan) is to promote the continu-
ing education of the Chinese language among our compatriot commu-
nities abroad. To pass on this important cultural heritage, the OCAC
has long been publishing educational materials printed in traditional
characters, in lieu of simplified characters, so as to facilitate the
younger generation to learn and appreciate the artistic beauty and
innate values of the Chinese language.

Traditional characters have evolved alongside Chinese long history, and
as a result, the characters have developed into logograms through
shapes, pronunciation and meaning, which closely conform to the
traditional Six Principles of Character (pictograph, ideograph,
compound ideograph, phono-semantic compound, phonetic loan
character and derivative cognate). Approximatively 80% of Chinese
characters are phono-semantic compounds, also known as radical-pho-
netic characters, created by combining radicals on one side and phonet-
ics on the other. Knowledge of these facts makes the learning of
Chinese characters much easier, and is just half the battle!

Traditional Chinese characters have been in use for 5,000 years.
Ancient classics and historical documents available nowadays are
written or printed in traditional characters. Therefore, learning tradi-
tional characters can break through the limitations of time, travel
through eras without the boundaries of words, as well as comprehend
the treasure of civilization imbued with abundant human thoughts and
wisdom. Additionally, a variety of calligraphy styles, both symmetric
and aesthetic, help shape traditional characters into a unique and
scholarly art.

Dr. Chin-chuan Cheng, member of the Academia Sinica, has pointed
out in his research that the maximum number of words an average
person may acquaint in a given language is about eight thousand. The
simplified characters promulgated in Mainland China cover merely a
total of 2,235 characters, including 482 independently simplified ones
and 1,753 derived from simplified radicals and independently simpli-
fied ones. These limited number of characters, created without solid
origin, have lost the traditional picto-phono-semantic traits sine qua
non to Chinese characters.



Furthermore, another linguist, Professor Xian Li, has pointed out the
limit of the simplified characters: “simplified radicals cannot be
deduced and applied to all,” “symbols replacing radicals have no
established rules,” “independently simplified radicals cannot be
deduced,” “the use of homophonic characters in a different contexts
complicates the whole character system,” “exceptions always found
whenever simplification rules are applied,” and “arbitrary simplifica-

tions destroy the logic of Chinese characters.”

The intricate implications of learning simplified Chinese characters
result in an inevitable imbroglio of academic research and linguistic
application, jeopardizing related sciences such as paleography, histori-
cal geography and historiography.

Due to current practical need and global trend, the proportion of
traditional characters users has considerably declined compared to that
of simplified characters users. Yet learning traditional characters is
nevertheless meaningful, important and necessary, if taken into account
the following perspectives: pedagogical efficiency, cultural creativity,
better understanding of Chinese traditional culture and history, cultural
links to East Asian civilizations, involvement in a global cultural
outlook, and an aesthetic appreciation of inherent beauty of Chinese
characters.

It is our hope that by consolidating the learning of traditional charac-
ters, while providing simultaneously a comparison table scoping
simplified characters, we can pragmatically provide useful teaching
methodology to the overseas communities. By encouraging the study of
traditional characters as a vector, and then comparing them with
simplified characters in textbooks, we are convinced that this approach
will create the ideal environment for the transmission of Chinese
culture abroad, where both types of characters are currently prevalent.
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Preface

The Chinese have a long history and inherit abundant
humanistic thoughts and wisdom, As time progresses, our
culture is becoming ever richer and more diverse. Whether
Chinese culture can take root and be passed down to future
generations depends on whether we are faithfully writing
down the vast and profound contents of the culture and
promoting the education of overseas Chinese,

The QCAC has endeavored to sponsor cultural and
educational activities in overseas Chinese communities.
We have compiled a series of Chinese language textbooks
and put them in print. Theses materials enable overseas
Chinese to understand Chinese culture, raise their language
abilities. Despite of changes in time, they can still gain
ancestors’ wisdom from history, and learn the Chinese
philosophy of getting along with people.

OCAC Republic of China(Taiwan)
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Chinese |diams are phrases made up of four words,  Although
they are short, their meaning is very deep, Over the past sveral
vears our editors have collected one hundred idiom stories from the
bi-weekly Magazine of Owerseas Chinese Edocation which we have
nvw made intp 1 book for the enjoyment of our oversess Chinese
readers.

The idioms in this book can be roughly divided into four cate-
EOries:

1. Idioms [rom parables:Parables make e of apalogy o
express very profound truths. Most parables are in the form of
slaries, for imstance: to help the shoots grow by pulling them up-
ward; the man near the frontier loses his horse; to carve & mark in
the boal and Jeok for the sword; to stand by the tree stump and
walt for a rabbit, ete.

2, Idioms from mythology:Myths are stories about deities. or
ahout deities and people. or about animals which have heen deified,
for instance; heaven's clothes have no stitches,

3, Idioms from history  stories;Chinese  history s filled with
famous events, and many idicms have been taken From thess events,
Some sxamples are: to skeep on brushwood and teste galls e board
as a rare commodily, etc.

4, Idioms from famous works: Many famous savings which
originated in works of literature have been quoted extensively.
Some have been quoted exactly, while others have been simplified
or edherwise improved. For example, the sentence “Hearing on the
street and talking about 1t [n the road is the abandonment of moral-
ity®, from The Analects, has been shortemed to “heard on the street
and spoken of in the road.

All of the stories in this book are hased on the original work,
and are written in vemacular Chinese, Care was taken to make
them as interesting and appealing to the average person as possible,
to prevent them from seeming dull and dry, [n addition, in order to
help our renders better wnderstand how o properly use these
idioms, each story is followed by spme example sentences. 'We hope
that this will heip our readers to acguire a better understanding of
these idioms, and to remember longer how they are used. We also
hope thet our readers will be able to use these idioms in real-life
situations.

All of the storigs in this book are marked with standard Manda-
rin phonetic symbals, and are wrillen in spoken-sivle lanpuage. [f
we can correctly use these jdboms in our apeech and in our writing.
they will make what we say and write even more vivid and dra-
matke.

Chen Shu-romg
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ONE CHARACTER
I5 WOETH
A THOUSAND TAELS OF GOLD

Lu Bu-wei was the prime mi-
nister of the state of Ch'in during
the Warring States Period He was
very powerful evem the emperar
would do whatever he =aid

But although Lu Bu-wei was a
very capable politician, i the area
of literature, he was not =0 taken-
ted. S0 he engaged over 3000 acho-
lars m the task of writing a set of
books for him, the contentof which
inclided astromomy, gecgraphy, the
words and deeds of people of ancient
tirres, etc. This set of books, called
Lu-shr Chuen- chiou, was ower
20K characters in length.

Lu Bu-wei was so pleased with
these looks that he had them put
on the city gate of the Chlin capital
He alse put up an announcement,
sayving that if anyone eould add
or subtract one character from his
books, that person would be given
1,000 tsels of gold, Thus, Lu-shr
Chuen-chiou became known through-
out the land as the set of books in
which “ome character was worth 1000
tagls of gold"

Today, this idom iz used o
describe writings which are excep-
tionally well-written i terms of
hoth content amd style.

G stabesman

B B power . adthorty
¥r M collect . gather

#f ¥ means 7 material
M % content o substance
1 #% include ~ cover

#m B geography
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1. 8 ¥ beat a drum 6. f & todisappear
2 B F¥ come down immediately 8, B B fall back

3. | § courage 7. # ¥ rmnin a hurry
4. B & prosper
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2, OME STRIKE FIRES UF THE
SPIRIT

During the Spring and Autumn
Perind, the state of Chi attacked
the state of Lu Lord Juang and
Taau Guei led the army to resist
the Ch'i troops

The soldiers of bath states were
lined up in battle array, and Lord
Juang was preparing to strike his
drum, ordering hiz army to advance,
when Tsau Guel said, “Wait a min-
ute” He waited until the enemy
had struck their drum three times,
before ordering his army to advance,
And  surprisingly, they fought so
well that the Ch'i army scattered
in all directions.

Afterwards, Lord Juang asked
Taau Guei why he had waited un-
til the enemy had struek their drum
three times before ordering the Lu
army to strike theirs once. Taau Guoel
answered, "The most important thing,
when fighting a war, is morale. The
first time the drum is steuck, the
soldiers all have kigh morale. The
second  time, their morale declines
some, and by the third time, their
morake is already gone, Therefore,
by waiting until the Ch'i army had
struck their drum three times before
strking ours once, aur soldiers were
in high spirits when their soldiers
morale was gone, Maturally we won
the war.™

Today, this idiom can be used
to describe a situation in which 3
person accomplishes a task or project
all in one go, as opposed o working
at it gradually.
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3,  ONE DAY OF SUNLIGHT

FOLLOWED BY TEM DAYS

OF COLD

Meng-tz Bved during the War-
ring States Period He was not only
very knowledgeable but alse wery
sloquent, He often used very vivid
analogies to persuade kings of that
period to do good deeds

Everyone =aid that the king of
Ch'i was stupid, without his own
idess, and easily influenced by his
wicked ministers. This greatly dis-
pleased Meng-tz, so he went to the
king and said, "Don’t think I'm
saying you're not intelligent. Every-
one knows that plants all need
sunlight to grow. If you expose them
to sunlight for a day, and then keep
them in the dark far ten days, even
those plants which grow easily will
not do well In the same way, the
time that | am here with you is
not very long. You may develop the
will to do good things, but then as
soon as | keave, those other people
come amd lead you astray, and the
good will which had just begun to
sprout is again destroyed.” Following
this, Meng-tz drew several more
analogies, urging the king to com-
pletely devote himself to governing
his eountry.

This idiom is now often wsed to
desribe a situation kn which a per
som is trving to lkeam a thing, but
rarely practices

vigorpus debate
metaphor
stand for
bG &Eg ON
satisfy
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4. ONE HAIR
FROM MINE OXEM

Li Ling was a great general dir-
ing the time of emperor Han Wha-di,
He was & very good fighter, and
he won every hattle,

One  time, however, Li Ling's
trpops were 50 hopelessly gutnum-
bered by the Huns that although they
fought bravely, the whole army was
soon taken captive. Li Ling shame-
fully surrendered for the moment,
planning to wait for an opportunity
to strike back. But when news of
the surrender reached the capital,
the emperor's jealous ministers began
to degrade Li Ling m frong of the
emperor. What he heard made the
emperr &0 amgry that he had Li
Ling's wife and mother put to death

Sz-ma Chian, who had always
respected LI Ling, believed that
he wouldn't surrender withoot a
reason, and urged the emperor not
to believe rumors. This time, the
emperar grew angry at Sz-ma Chian,
amel locking him up, pumizhed him
sverely, Sz-ma Chian then wrote
a long letter to a friend, saying, “1
am now in the middle of writing a
history book. If 1 die, it will be as
if one ox in & group of nine were
to lose a single hair, or as if one
ant were to die. | am wiling to
withstand punishment in order o
complete this book.™ Sz-ma Chian
finally did finish his book—the very
famous Shr-Ji

Thus, to say that something ks
like "ome hair from nine oxen” is
to say that It i= very insignificant.

1. 1 & Huns

2. M B troops - army

3. % ® condition . stuation

4. T B attack

b. ¥ & am

B, & B face insult /' slander with
calm .~ patence

T. % W be tortured
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1. M B unite 5. FE4¥ half belicve

2. @1 harmonious 6. ®@ ©E real true

T B exchange 7. #® i malicious words i
4. A W hostage B. &% H hope wish !

5. THREE PEOPLE
MAKE A TIGER

During the Warring States Pe-
riod, Ching was divided inte many
gmall kingdomsa which were comstant-
ly attacking each other. As an at-
termpt to create harmony. the king-
domes agreed to exchange princes
as hostages

The peince of the kingdom of
Wei was to be sent to the kingdom
of Chao, and the minister Pang
Tsung wished to accompany him.
Az ke was kaving, Pang Tsung
asked the king, “If someone were
to tell Hiz Mapesty that there was
a tiger in the street, would His
Majesty believe it?™ The king re
plied that he would not. However,
when asked if he would believe a
second person, the king answered
that he would half -believe, and
when asked if he would believe a
third person, the king repled that
he would

At this, Pang Tsung said, “Eve-
ryone ought to know that there
could not pessibly be a tiger in the
gireet. However, after having heard
three people say that there was one,
you would believe that it was 8o
If after I'm gone, someons were o
say something bad about me, | hope
that His Majesty would not bebeve
"

Today, the idiom “Three People
blake a Tiger™ means that rumoss
are really frightful things, and often
hde the trath.
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1. # & suitshle

2. E B hesitate

4. L A enemy

4. I ¥ standard

6. F B abiliey
6.5 E  fair and impartial

6. PERFECTLY FAIR
AND IMPARTIAL

Chi Huang-vang Bved during
the Spring and Auturmn  Period
When the king asked him who he
thought would be a suitable magis-
teate for Man-vang County, Chi
Husmg-vang  answesed,"Shee Hu woidld
definitely do a wery good job”
The king was very surprised at this
angwer, amd ssked him, “Ien't Shie
Hu wour ememy? How oxme you're
suggesting that he do the job?"
Chi Huang-yang replied, "You only
asked me who would make a suit-
ghle magistrate for MNan-yang
County, you didn't ask me whether
or not Shie Hu was my enemyl
So the king sent Shie Hu to be the
magistrate of Nan-yang County, and
asz expected, he did many good
things for the people there,

When Confucius heard about
this. he pralsed Chi Huang- yang
highly. When recommending a per-
son for a job, ChiHuang-yang con-
sidered only that person’s ability.
Even if a person was his enemy,
he would still make knewn that per.
son's good qualities. Chi Huang-yang
was a perfectly fair and impartial
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7. TO SPEAK LIKE
A FLO'WING RIVER

During the Chin dymasty, there
lived a man named Guo Shiang, who
lowved o read When be was voung,
he spent much time pondering wva-
rious aspects of daily life. As an
adult, he lwved o read books on
Chinese philbsophy, and =0 he be-
came the most knowledgeable person
of his tirme. Many people ssked him
te work for the governmment, but
he wvery politely replied that he liked
o do research, dlsouss current affairs,
and analyze philosophical theories,
and was unwiling to do anything
ez,

Guo Shiang was knowledge able,
eloquent, and loved i state his
views Wang Yan, the prire minkster
of the time, used to praise him say-
ing, "Guo Shiang’s speech is just
like a river flowing down a moun-
tabrg it owill never, ever dry up”
People of later generations expanded
this statement of WangYan Into an
idiomg a person who is very eloquent
iz mow said to “speak like a flowing
river,”

1. i 4+ attentive

2. £ & BEle

3. #f % philsophy

4, W 3  research

5. Ik 55 discus

A. Bl B original intentions
7. W W abundant
Bt cleady

#. B W one's views

. # M praise
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. EICHT DECALITRES
OF TALENT

Teau Pi and Tsau Jr were soms
of Tsau Teaw. Both were very gifted
writers, and Tsau Jr was especially
quick-witted.

Alter Teau Teau's death, Taau
P took owver the throne of the king.
dom of Wel. Jealous of Tsau Jr's i
terary ability, and afraid that he
might cause problems, Teau Pi was
always looking for a way to kill his
brother, One day, Tsau Pi called
Teau Jr in o see him. He ordered
his brother to make up a poem with
in the time it took to walk seven
steps, adding that if he could not,
his life would be in danger.

Grreathy ssddened, Tsau Jr began
to walk and to think. Before he had
taken the seven steps, he had al
ready finished his poem, the mean-
ing of which wag “Brothers are of
the same family, s0 why should
they oppress each other?™

Taau Jr was wery intelligent
and oved to stwdy. He wmote many
oputstanding  articles which showed
hiz artistic tabent and eamed him
the admiration of many people. One
scholar sald of hint “Heaven gave
phe world ten decalitres of talent,
and Tsau]r alone has eight of them”

Today, to say that a person
“ has eight decalitres of talent” is
o zay that he has a great aptitude
for writing.
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& YERY INTELLIGENT
N YOUTH

Kung Kung was a famous mi-
nister of the Eastern Han |:1.3,r|1.l.'|lg,r.
He was a 3h generation descen-
dant of Confucius, and from his
youth was wvery intelligent,

When Kung Rung was ten years
old, he went to Loyang with his
father. He heard that the only gu-
ests allowed to visit the home of
Lovang's prefect, Li Yuan-li, were
either relatives or talented and fa-
mous people. Kung RBung wanted
to find out what kind of person Li
Yuan-li was, 20 he went to the pre.
fect's home and told the gatekeepers
that he was a melative. When Li
Yuan-li saw that a child had come
to see him, he ashed, "How are you
related o me! Kung Humg wvery
politely angwered, "Although you and
I are not related, my ancestor Con-
fucius wsed to ask your ancestor
Lau-tz questions regarding etiquette.
Dioes that not fnake us old friends?™
When Li Yuan-G's guests heard
such a small child answer so well,
they all prajsed Kung Rung's intel
ligence, Only the senior official Chen
Wel said, “Intelligence In youth does
not weEcessarily mean SUCCEES A5 AN
adult.” On hearing this, Kung Fung
gaid, “Tll bet Official Chen was very
intelligent as a youth, right?”"

To say that a person is “wery
intelligent in youth" is to imply that
though he i3 smart a3 a child,
he will not have a very bnght fu-
Biire,

g uest
public noticen
TENmETs
ancegtor
ance
formality
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1. + % extremely EEBET  confused

2. B & tobear sorrow §. i # extremely painful
3. % WM partcular abowt 1. ] to favor

4. ¥ % extravagant B. & fF to stir up
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10, T REFAIR THE FENCE
AFTER LOSING THE SHEEFP

King Shiang. ruler of the King-
dom of Chu during the Warring
States Period, was concermned only
with enjoving  himaell, and paid no
attention to the affairs of the state,
His minister, Juang Shin, was very
worried, and zaid te him, "His Ma-
jeaty has four officials whe are con-
stantly at his side, keeping him corme
fortable and amused. If things con-
tinue in this way, | fear for Ch'u's
future.” King Shiang grew very
angry and rebuked Juang Shin, Amd
the minister, seeing be could not
get through to the king. requested
permission te go to the kingdom of
Chaao,

Less than six menths Later, the
kingdom of Ch'in captured several
Ch'u cities, and King Shiang fled
to Chengyvang. When he thought of
Juang Shim, e was overcome with
regret, and immediately sent sorme-
one o go find him Juang Shin
urged the king not to worry. siying.
“Even after you've lost the sheep,
i's sdll mot too late to repair the
fence™ 5o the king put all of his
effort into helping his state, and with
Juang Shin"s guidance, Ch'u sur-
vived.

Thus, *To Repair the Fence Af-
ter Losing the Sheep™ is to repair a
flaw or correct a shortcomong, o
that ocme will not make the same
mmistale twice,
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1L HONEY IN THE MOUTH,
AND SWORDS IN THE STOMACH

Li Lin-fu was a prime minister
of China during the Tang dynasty,
He was good at both calligraphy
ar«d painting, but had a crafty amd
sinister personality which made ham
disliked by ewnome. LI Lin-fu
would bidhe the palace eunwchs and
concubines to tell him what the
emperor liked, and then would im-
mediately go prepare that thing for
the emperor. The emperor was there-
fore very fond of Li Lim-fu, and
trusted him unduly,

One time, the minister Li She-
jr offended 13 Lin-fu. Li Lin-fu
pretemded not to care, and was
fact especially niceto the minister.
Then one day, he told Li Shr-jr
about some gold that was hidden
over in Hua Mountain, and encou-
raged him to suggest mining this
gold to the emperor. Li Shr-r, be-
ing of an honest and upright dis
position, believed that it was troe,
and immediately went and told the
emperor. But  when the emperar
began io discuss this with Li Lin-
fu, Li Lin-fu acted very frightensd
and said, “Hua DMountain is the
place where all of Your Majesty's
auspicious aurora are gathered. If
we were to mine that area, it could
be very dangerous for you, Who is
it that wants to harm you?

Today we can deseribe someons
who 18 two-faced--who is always
mice on the outside and vet iz mean
to people behind their backs--as
having "Honey in the Mouth and
Swords in the Stemach.”

1. # B disposition

2. # E awful

3. M M surroundings
4. M § prepare

. ¥ M special

6. ® 5 terrifed
T.AFAH  very unfavorable
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12, HEAVEN'S CLOTHES
HAVE MO STITCHES
In ancient times, there lLved a
man named Guo Han, One hot sum
mer day, when he could no longer
stand being in his staffy room. he
went outside to sleep in the yard
When he awoke, he bboked up at
the sy, and suddenly from far, far
away, a beautiful girl flew down
Guo Han was very surprised, and
asked the girl who she waz The
girl replied, =] am the Girl Weawer,”
Guo Han opened his eyves wide and
stared at the Girl Weaver, and dis-
covered that not only was she her-
self wvery pretty, but the clothes
she was wearing were especially
beautiful. Even stranger was the
fact that Guo Han eould find no
place were her clothes had been
stitched, a0 he asked her, “Why
can | not sse any stitches in your
clothes:™
At this, the Girl Weaver laughed
and replied, *These are Heaven's
clothes. Heaven's clothes are mot
sewn, 80 how could there be any
trace of a needle and thread™™
Today, this idiom can be used
to describe anything that was done
very shillfully, m which no flaws
can be found

# [ stiffing

& distant

- float

spinning damsel
needle and thread

ot il ool B
i
[

BEE
BEw

trace
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13. THE OLD MAN
UNDER THE MOON

Wei Gu, of the Tang dynasty,
took a trip to the city of Sung. In
the evening, he came wpon an old
man beaning against a lamge cloth
bag and reading a big, thick book.
He asked the old man what book
he was reading, amnd the old man
replied, “This book records e
riages | meed only use one of the red
ropes in this bag to tie a man's foot
to & woman's, and the two are sure
to become man and wife.” Then
the old man stood up and began
walking toward the rice maket, fol
lowed by Wei Gu, The oM man
pointed to a small girl who was being
carried by an old woman, and said,
"This is your future wife™ Wi
Gu grew very angry, wondering how
this silly Getke girl could ever possibly
be his wife, and ordered his servant
to kill her. But the servant merely
made a small cut between the girl's
evebrmws

Fourteen years later, the pro-
vincial governor gave his daughter
to Wel Gu as a wife. The bride was
extremely beawtiful except that she
had & scar between her eyvebrows,
It was =ald that it had been made
fourteen wyears earlier, when she
was pasming by the rice market in
the city of Sung with her nanny,
Upon hearing this Wei Gu finally
believed what the old man had said

Today, “The Old Man Under
the Moon" can refer to anyone who
acts as a4 matchmaker between a
man and a woman.
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14. MAU SUEI
RECOMMENDS HIMSELF
Over 2000 years ago, the king-

dom of Chiin surrounded the king:
dom of Chan. The king of Chao
sent Lord Ping Yuan to the kingdom
of Ch'u to ask for assistance, and
to see about forrong an alliance
against Ch'in. Lord Ping Y uan want-
ed to take with him twenty men
who were well-versed in bath the
etters and the martial arts, but he
could find only maneteen that were
suitable, Then Mau Suei came and
offered to accompany him Lord
Ping Yuan did not know Mau Saei
at all, and said o him, "Such a cag
able person in a group is like an
awl in a cloth bag; the awh wall
immediately pierce the bag and re-
veal itself, How come I didn't know
before this what -your capabilities
were™ Mau Suei angwered, *1 am
asking you to put me in the bag to-
day! Il you had done so before, the
awl would've come through the bag
before"

Lord Ping Yuan took Mau Suei
with him, and as expected, dus to
Mau Suei's quick-wittedness, bravery
and eloguence, the king of Ch'u
signed a treaty with Chao

Today, this idiom can be wuszed
whenever a person recommends him-
gelf for a job or position, or rmakes
hiz abilities or strong poimts Knowm
to other peaple.

gihl ise

order

ery for help

comsult - oonfer

bag

awl

treaty of alllance
COFFITON

save” mesouss” deliver
strong point

P mo o=
EETEERBEEER
BHAS Y HRESE
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15, T TAKE BY TRICKERY
AND SEIZE BY BULLYING

Mi You-ren was a Sung Dhmas-
ty calligrapher and painter. He es
pecially liked to ocopy the works of
antient artists, and his copies werne
almost exactly like the real thimg,
One time, after having borrowed
and copied an old painting, he took
the original along with ks copy o
the owner, and asked him which
was which. Because Mi You-ren
was 50 skilled at his work, the own-
er ovuld mot tell the two paintings
apart, and took the copy home,
thinking that it was the original. By
replacing original masterpieces with
his own copies in this way, Mi You-
ren obiained many famous old paint.
ings

Although Mi You-ren was very
clever, in the end, he was discover-
e And because of this, he was
loaked down on by all of the people
of his time.

“To Take by Trickery and Seize
by Bullyving" is now afour-character
idiom in Chinese which refers to
using dishomest means 0 sbtain
what one dossn't deserve,

4 I particularly
. B I tosee and enjoy
EE B imitate
# O ingenwity, skill
—pk W —  again and agam
¥ M ewxchange
m  clever

g B —

&

oo =1 &h LA &=

ERE T  discoversd
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16 TO MOW THE GRASS
AMD SCARE THE SMAKE

Wang Lu was one of the magi-
gtrates of Dang-tu County during
the Tang dynasty. He was never
concemnied with how he could best
serve the peopls all he cared shout
was making mimey.

One day, the people of Dang-twu
County got together and wrote up
a complaint against Wang Lu's sub.
ordinate. They described very clearly
how the subordinate had taken money
that didn't belong to him and then
submitted the report to their ma-
gistrate, asking him to punish the
subordinate,

When Wang Lu read what was
written in the report, be began o
shake, as he realized that he hiresl
had done alrost the exact same il
legal thinga. By the time he finished
it, he was sweating all over, and
paralyred with frightin his chalr. He
didn't know what to do about this,
and he couldn't help writing on the
report, “Although your goal was to
mow the grass, you wound up scaring
the snake."

Thus, "To Mow the Grasa and
Scare the Snake” k= to fail o kecp
one’s actions secret, thereby allowing
others to take precauthons

1. ® ¥ take good care of
2. B N calculate” plan

3. ¥ # tremble. shiver
4, ¥ 3| frighten

b. ¥ B report

6. B M punish

7. M @ simply
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17. THE FEROG: AT
THE BOTTOM OF THE WELL

There once was a frog who liv-
ed at the bottom of a well, He lived
a very leisurely and carefree life -
jumping, sleeping, swimming or roll-
ing about as he wished. The tadpobes
and crahz who lived in the water
all respectfully called him Master.
The frog felt very satisfled and
very proud,

Then one day, a green turtle
carne to the side of the well and
looked In at the frog. Fesling wvery
pleased with himself, the frog called
out, "Hello! Look at how comfortable
I am in here! Come in andsit! This
is the hest place in the world!" The
turtle felt that the well was teo
gmall and narrow, and he said to
the frog, “1 come from the ocean
Have you ever seen the ocean? Its
depth is immeasurable and its vast-
ness is indescribable. Life in the
acean s boundless and unrestrained;
that's real happinesa" Upon hearing
this, the frog was so taken-sback
that he couldn't say a word

Today, & person with hmited
knowledge of the world around him
can be referred to a3 a “Frog at
the Bottom of the Well™
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IAPULLING ON ONE'S SHOE

N A MELOM PATCH,

OF ADUSTING ONE'S CAP

UNDER A PLUM TREE

Emperor Wen of the Tang dy-
sty was a very democratic rulber
Before daing anything, he would al-
ways ask the opinion of his ministers.
Crpce e asked Liou Gung-chivan
how the people felt about the gos-
emment, Liow Gung-chivan respect-
fully answered, “Concerning your
sending Guo Min 0 be in charge
of Bin-ning, some people are in
favor and others are mot.” Emperor
Wen appeared wvery unhappy, and
sald, “Guo Min ks an upright and law-
abiding official of course he s qua-
lified for the job,” Liou Gung-chuian
agreed, but added, “The people who
are erticizing  wvou think that he
bribed you with hiz tewo beautiful
daughters in order to get the job”
The emperor shook his head and
said, “They've misunderstosd Guo
Min's dsughters came to the palace
to pay their respects to the ampress
dowager, not t0 act a8 my concu-
bimes" Lou Gung-chivan replied,
“Yes but this is bke the suspicion
aroused by pulling on one's shoe in
4 melon patch or adjusting one’s
cap under & plum tree. How can
you make all the people umberstand?

This original two-phrase saying
was later shortened to “In a Melon
Fatch, ar Under a Plum Tree™ It
means that if a person pulls on his
shoe in & melon patch, other people
are likely o think he iz stealing
melons and if he adjusts his cap
under a plum tree, other people
are likely to think he s  picking
pluma Thus it refers o being in

SISpCMMIE  Circumstances  or  sur-
roumnding s

. BE F* democratc

2. ® K suggestion . view

3. B B favor

4. W & satisfied

§. i W clean . honest ./ capable
8. T B contribute

7. & W criticize

BE. 8 B consider



P o TR

AW (D R¥ATE e =0 — ~=Zc O RbHE)

Ko fF o EETRANALL A=l 695 AT RDE M
dri e dnl FifenFl By o Bl 1 BUHES
#5F 7 B A A REAR 9T AR 0 SRR R
LA o e M ELAR SRy BT
AEEL s FUHt £V Fhe Eng-fiRE ArEIA

25 Aoy el o
— i Tk T e
Wi o

WL LB R Lk L bRl AT R .
FoFnEl es o BT B AR A Brdn g5
ey ALEIELELEY Bo T o Tir skl
WoEl L MR- e REBMSAELED Y
MrA» AL AC KD BT B M TRy EAES
BofEs o FWLACHE SRS AvEy o B e
dosder o Boe@s» Trmsfofedl £rer o @i
e T8 e RO#H8dtadde » A Ml ekl g
v ongel e s B e RORE 0 plile 2LV
v g Jel o 017 490 Wi ks o B AL A M F
SR TR B TR R LY S8 S S A RN 20
T &I dedpr sl LR e — @i i o
i bl AT e
B EA:

B T 3 ) SRR B Rt B RIS R i o Hos MR
M s B B RS s Lo o RS-l LMY P e B,
B M

@ Fonun a0 EVELE Sig T MR- e B Al R
B R« @ T E-EA R FRpsAIAEAY Y R
8 M- T 2 LG .

oty Br A~ ReAH =B §1 3
My R TR T 6

19

9. SONGS OF CHU ON
ALL FOUR SIDES

In the final years of the Ch'm
dynasty, China was in turmoil with
many ambitious people fighting for
control of the Central Plains. When
the fighting was owver, two people
were left—Liou Bamg and Shiang
Yu. The two cooperated, overthrew
the Ch'in government and divided
up China. But both of them wanted
to become emperor, and stll often
fought wars betwesn themssbes

Several vears later, Shiang Yu
suggested that they divide China up,
each take half, and ecach promise
not to invede the other's territory
anvmore, Liou Bang agreed, becawse
e was afrakd of Shiang Yuw, but
secretly beganm to strengihen his for
ces, Finally he attacked Shiang Yu,
drove him to Gai Shia, and sureoad.
ded him Although Shisng Yu was
in imminent danger, Liouw Bang was
still afraid, and didn’t dare o hastily
g0 in and capture him. So he ordered
his troops to begin singing Ch'w
olksongs, in onder to anouse feelings
of homesickness among Shiang Yu's
troops. That night Shiang Yu heard
all around him famiBar songs of has
homeland. He feli discouraged, and
his troops no longer had the heart
to fight In the end, this hero com-
mitted suicide at Wujiang.

Today, this idiom refers to being
in a difficult situation, oppossd by

|. ¥FAE great disorder within the
COURErY

o e lofty ambition

3. i mutual

4. B [ wild ambition

. @ @ suwocessive continuous

g, & & critical

7. W £ brave fearles
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20, TO QUIT HALF-
WAY DOWN THE ROAD

Dwring the Warring States Per-
iod, there lived a man named Yue
Yang-tz, who had a very virtuwous
wife, Once, when he took home a
piece of gobd that he had found,
hiz wife made him take it back to
the place where he had found G

Another time, he went away
to study, but fesling it was too dif-
ficult, returned home after only a
year, When he twld his wife why
he had come home, she immediatehy
took a pair of scissors and cut the
cloth which she had just besn weav-
ing from the lbbom Then she said
to him, “This cloth is made from
thread after thread, woven together,
I hawe tolied over it day and might"
Yue Yang-tz then ashed, “DNdn't
you just waste a lot of time, then,
by cutting it of f like thai? '€ really
a pity.” To which his wife replied,
“Yes| This is just like your studying!
Success comes only from  working
hard ower a long period of time of
you quit halfway down the road,
vour studies will be just like ths
cloth.*

Thiz idiom can refer b0 any  si-
tuation in which a person  staris
something, and stops before o
pleting what he has started

M to weave cloth
% suddenly
¥ toilsome
®l at once
Al srissors
# waste
AR day after day . month
after

S e
o
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21, THE OLD HORSE
KNOWS THE WAY

During the Spring and Autumn
Period, Duke Huan of the Kingdom
of Chi was at war with the King-
dom of Gu-ju. The king of Gu-ju
ordered his supreme commander to
pretend to surrender to Duke Huan

%o the commander of the Gu-ju
arrmy, while pretending to et Duke
Huan's troops catch up to him, ac-
tually led them into a great desert
known as Han—hai. Right at that tirme,
there was a strong wind which blew
the sand and stones all around amnd
made it impossible to distinguish
which direction was which Duke
Huan's troops, unable o g0 any-
where, realized that they had been
tricked

Just them, Guan Jung of CHi
remembered that horses are always
ahle to find thelr way home, no
matter how far they have strayed
So at his suggestion, the army ket
a few of the old horses go, and
then followed where they went
And sz expected, the horses led the
army out of Han-hai.

Today, a person who s wery
experienced at any given thing may
be referred to as “the old horse
who knows the way.”

1. & % order

2. M B army

. B ¥ petend

4. B # chase

5 | B induce .~ lure
B. # M desert

7. & K long grass
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1. ANE pay responsibility 4. ® T chair cushion
2. B B hottempered 6. #  neede
3. & B mtional . #f O shed blood
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Z2 TO BE AS [F SITTING
ON A BED OF NEEDLES

[ruring the Chin dynasty there
lived & man named Du Shi, who
from his youth was hard working
and intelligent As an adult, he was
very knowledgeable and capable,
and s0 he went to work in the pa-
lace,

Min Huai, the crown prinee of
the time, did not strive for progresa
He had an irritable disposition, and
often did irrational things Du Shi
was by his side everyday, criticizing
his ways, saying that he was irra-
tional and knew nothing. This
made Min Husi wvery wnhappy, as
he felt that thizs was nome of Du
Shi's business. So one day, he sent
sometme to fill the cushion that
D Shi usually sat on full of needles
When Du Shi sat down, he was
stuck =0 badly that he began
bleed Several days later, the crown
prince asked him, S0, what have
you been doing these past few days?™
Dwu Shi answered, “Tve been drunk,
and don’t remember & thing." To
which Min Huai replied, “Don't you
like to reproach other people? How
o you ako do wrong things®™
Du 5hi had no reply, and yet he
coubdn't leave., He did not know
whether to laugh or to cry.

Today, a person who finds him-
self in oa difficult situstion can be
said to be “as if sitting on a bed
of needles™
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23 TO BENMD THE CHIMNEY
AND MOYE THE FIREWOOD
There once Bved a family whose

chimney was straight up and down,

= and who kept a pile of firewood

next to their stove., One day, a pas
serby moticed this, and immediately
ran In and suggested to the family
that they curve their chimmey and
move their woodpile. Otherwise, he
aald, the wood could easily cateh flre.
The owner of the house did not
agree and therefore did not take
the man's advice,

Mot long af terwards, the family's
woodpile really did catch fire. For-
tunately, their neighbors all came
to help, and before long they had
put the fire out In order io express
his gratitude, the cwner of the house
imvited all of hiz neighbors over for
a large feast. Ome of the guests
asked him why he hadn't mwvited
the man who had suggested curving
the chimney and moving the fire-
wood, reminding him that if he had
taken this man's advice in the first
place;, there wouldve been no fire,
The owner agreed, and immediately
inwited this man to poin the feast

Today, taking measures o pre-
vent dissster can be referred o
as 'bending the chimmey and mo-
ving the firewood™.

1. B kitchen

2. # @ chimney

3. & kitchen range
4. # B neighbor

6. B f assistance

6. B ¥ mw givwe a party
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24. TO BE BEHIND
SUN SHAMN

Sun Shan, of the Sung dynasty,
was @ wvery inteligent scholar, He
biked to tell jokes, and so his friends
gave him the nickname, “the comi-
cal gendus". When Sun Shan was
on his way to take the govermment
service exam, a neighbor came and
asked if he would take his son along
oo, a8 the son was abo interested
in serving &8 a governament official
Sun Shan readily agreed.

When the test results were pos-
ted, Sun Shan found that his neigh-
bar's son had not passed, and that
he himself was the last on the Bst
As soon a5 he arrived at home, his
neighbor care to ask how his son
had done. Sun Shan read the neigh-
bor two lines from a poem, the
meaning of which was, “The last
name on the list was Sun Shan; your
#om's name is behind Sun Shan™

Today, this idiem can be used
to describe a8 person who has net
passed an ecxam, of who has been
unsuceesstul at soree kind of com-

petition

1. B B clever

2. ® B jokes

3. H B request as a favor
4. ® & brsk, in good spirits
6. & M answer assent to

B. MWFTE  dispirited - listless
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2. TO WALK RATHER
THAN RIDE

Yan Ju was a very famous per-
son who lived during the Warring
States Period in the Kingdom of
Ch'i Ome time, the king of Chi
gaicd to him, “Yan Ju, come here”
Yan Ju not only refused to go, but
said o the king, “King, you come
here” The king was very displeased,
and the other minksters all asked
Yan Ju bow he could speak so rudely
to their monarch, Yan Ju replied,
“If T were o go over to see the
king, this would show that 1 admired
power. But if the king comes to see
me, this will show that he respects
men of virtue. Which would you
preferi"

Later, the king issued an order
for everyone to be especially polite
to Yan Ju, and promised him good
things to eat and to wear, a8 well
a3 a comfortable place to live But
Yan Ju said, “T am a person who
prefers to wear simple cotton gar-
ments and does not like to eat meat
I wish to walk rather than ride, and
g0 home to support myself.”

Today, a person who s thrifty
and not greedy can be said o pre-
fer to "walk rather than ride®

1. 8 F o beckon with the hand
2 M ¥ toadmire
3. & W to respect
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AS A PILE OF EGCS
During the Speing and Autumm
Period, Duke Ling of the Kingdom
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b demonstrate a Bitle =kill of mine;
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) ) Feeling that this would be very
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construction of the platform

P =8 P 57 T S Today, a dangerous situation
T can be described as being "as pre-

carigus as a pile of egga”
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1. @ & slavery . # B technique
2. ® & buid 6. ® i duck egg
3. B & nervous 7. # T chessmen
4, ¥ B perform
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27. OFFKIAL JIANG

USES UPF HES TALENT

Jiang ¥an Eved during the Liang
dynasty of the Morthem and Sou.
them Dhyvnasties Period, in the ares
now known as Henan province, Ak
though he carme from a poor family,
he was extremely hardworking, and
g became a high-level civil official
Jiang Yan was very talented in the
area of literature. Both his poems
and his essays were outstanding,
and he was known by nearly all the
srholars of his time.

Jiang Yan omce had a dream
that & man came te him and said
"My name is Guo Pu. Ope of my
pens has been here with you for
several years please give it back to
me now.” In his pocket, Jiang Yan
found a8 mubti-colored pen, which
he returned to Guo Pu

As Jiang Yan grew older, the
poems amd essays that he wrote were
not as good as those he had written
when he was younger. Everyone
said that when Jiang Yan gave away
hiz multi-colored pen, he uwsed up
the last of his talent

When a person today iz 20 =atis-
fied with himself that he ceases
striving to improve, and therefore
beings 0 regress, we can say that
*Oifficial Jiang has used up his ta-
ent.”

1 [ 1] impoverishad

2, % W biterly poor

3. ¥ 7 to put forth effort
4, ® F pgenius

5. T  unconacious

4. B ¥ suddenly
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28. THE MAN OF CH'I FEARS
THAT THE 5KY WILL FALL
Over 2000 wyears ago, in the

kingdom of Ch'l, there Bved a rman

who feared that the sky would fall.

Whenever he came upon  another

persom, he would say, "Look! One

of these days, the sky Iz going to
fall! If that happens, where can
we go’ What can we do?™ He war-
ried =0 much that be could nelther
eat nor skep One of his friends
teld him that the sky was not hke

a roof, and could not fall, but the

man just shook his head and said,

“Although the sky is not like a rood,

still, it has the sun and the moon,

and many, many stars. One of these
daye, they will fall down, and then
what will we dof™ His (riend saw
that be was still wery anxious, and
said to him, “There are 50 many peo-
ple im this world, all hving wery
happily, Why must you cause trouble
for yourself#" The man didn't know
what mare he could zay, amd yet
in his heart he still worried that
the sky was going to fall

Today, this idiom ks used to re-
mind people aot to worry needlessly,

# L vworry . heavy heart
to be anxious
worred

sour face

feel annoyed

SR T
= o e R
B W&
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1. ¥ i& to make 4, [  shield
2, B B weapon 6. B 5| attract
3. F  opear B. 8 M busy
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20 TO CONTRADICT
OMNESELF

In ancient tirmes there lived a
weapong manufacturer whe  took
worme of the spears and shields he
had made out inte the sireet o sell
He held up a spear, and =aid to the
crowd surmounding him, “My spears
are the sharpest in all the workl
There s nothing  they cannot
plerce." He handed a spear to the
people 8o they could have a closer
ook, amd then held up a shield,
saving, “Look! Thess shields of mine
are made from the finest leather.
They are the stromgest shields in
all the world; there is nothing that
can plerce them™ And he handed a
shield to the people for them to
ohserve.

Just then an old man raised his
wolee and asked, “And if ome werne
to use one of your spears to try to
perce one of your shields-—what
would happen then?'

At this guestion, the weapons
manufacturer was completely at a
los= for words; bhe did not know
what to say.

The Chinese word for “contradic-
tion™ = = “mau - dun” == literally means
“spear-shield”,
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3. TO SWALLOW
DATES WHOLE
In ancient times there hved a

doctor whe was introducing  people
to the nutrition found in pears and
dates. He said, “Pears are good for
the teeth but bad for the spleen.
Dates, by contrast, are good for the
spleen but bad for the teeth"”

Oine of the people listening to
the lecture then sald. *1 have an idea.
When eating pears, why don't we
chew them with our teeth, but then
spit them out instesd of swallowing
them? And when eating dates, why
don't we swallow them whole instead
of chewing them? That way, we can
ghzort the nutrition of both fruits,
and yet avwoid their adwerse effects”
For awhile ithe doctor did nat
know what to say. And &0 the peo.
ple began to refer to this method
of eating dates as “swallowing dates
Today, the idiom “Swallowing

Dates Whole"™ refers to studying
some subject or doing some thing
without really s=eking 0 understand
it

doctor

introduce

nutrition
teeth
spleen
ahsorh
aveid
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3L THE COURTYARD IS AS
CROWDED AS A
MARKETPLACE

During the Warring States Pe-
riod, there was a very handsome
government official named Tzou Ji
who lived in the kingdom of CHi
Ome day, he said to his wife, “Every
one =ays that Mr Shy, from the
Morthern City, Is very handsome,
Who is better-looking, he or me?"
Hiz wife answered, “Of course you
are." Teow Ji posed the same ques
tion to hiz maidservant, and then o
a guest who came to his house. Both
the mandservant and the guest
answered that he was the better-
looking of the two

Sometime  later, Tzou Ji saw
Mr. Shu in person, and discovered
that Mr. Shu was indeed more hamd-
sorme  than himself. Tzou i then
realized that his wife, his maidser-
vant, and his guwest had all lied to
him--lis  wife because she lowved
him, his rmaidservant because she
was afraid of him, and has guest
because he needed his help When
he went inte court, he reported his
findings to the king, and suggested
that he think of a way o get peo-
ple to tell the truth. The king agreed,
and immediately issued a proclama-
tiom stating that anyone who ocould
point out his faults would be re-
warded As expected, everyone came
to affer an opinion, and from marm:
ing till night, the courtyard was as
crowed as a marketplace.

Today, this idiom iz used to
describe any crowded, busy place ar
clircumstanoss

l. % W be aware

2., W true . relisble
3, W O partiality

4. B & dread

5. ¥ # handsome

6. W B to bestow money
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3z, TO BE ABLE TO CATCH

SPARROWS ON THE DOORSTEF

Duke Jal was & Han dymasty
government  official.  Because  he
held a wvery high-r.]nli;i:n_g: and po-
werful position. mamny of bis friends
relatives, and ewen acquaintanoes
whom he barely knew often went
o call on hime 5o all day lomg, horses
and chariots were fined up in fromt
of his house; it was really as it “the
courtyard was as crowded as 8 mar-
ketplace." (see story number 310

Later, however, Duke Jai had
the =ad misfortune of being remowved
from office. His fnends and relatives
slvwly stopped polng o see him,
and soon the only ones left in front
of his house were a flock of spar
rows which would fly about and
stop to rest on his doorstep If he
had had a net, Duke Jai certainly
could have caught quite a few birda

Mot lomg afterwards, Duke ]ai
was reinstated. As soon as  his
friends and relatives heard the news,
they all once again began o ride
their horses or drive their chariots
back to wisit him Duke ] ai. however,
was now unwilling to see them, and
he put up a |mgn in front of his
door reproving  those who  would
only associate with people of wealth
and status. Today, we can use this
idiom to describe anyplace which
has been deserted, or where people
are few,

LMEEET  the courtyard is as

crowded as a market place

2, # M desolatel

d. & B w fire

4. ¥ o hunt down
b, £ % look shout
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33 TO EETUREN THE
JADE INTACT TO CHAD

During the Warring States Pe-
ricd, the king of Chao received a
very rare, wvery valuable piece of
jade, When the king of Ch'in heard
shout this, he offered him fifteen
cities in exchange for the jade. As
Ch'in was a wvery strong state, the
king of Chao did not dare refuse,
and so sent Lin Shiang-ru to Ch'in
with the jade.

As soon as he set eves on it
the king of Ch'in loved the jade
He looked it over carefully, and
then passed it around among his at-
tendants, praising it all the while.
He did not menton the fifteen o
ties, and Lin Shisng-ru soon realized
that he had no intention of making
the exchange at all. 5o Lin said to
the king., “Your Majesty, this jade
has a small flaw In iL" Reaching
out as if o point out the flaw to
the king he instead took the jade
and stood with it mext to a stone
pillar. He ol the king that unless
he was still planning to offer Chan
the cites in exchange, he would not
receive the jade, but the king just
lsughed and asked Lin how he in-
tended o get the jade out of Chiin.
Lin then said, "If the king forces
me, | will smash this jade along
with my head against this pillar”™
Seping that he was serious, the king
had no choice but to let him retum
to Chao with the jade,

Mow, when we return a8 thing
intact to its owner, we can say that
we are “returning the jade mtact
to Chaa'.

1. MEWEMEY extremely rare
2. ETRF love something

too much to part with
3. ff 8@ careful
4. W B circulate
5. W@—FF#R refuse to bring up
6. ¥ ¥ appropriate
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2, & K wild goose
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3. TO MAKE THE FISH
SINK AND THE GOOSE FALL

During the Spring and Auturmn
Period, there lived in the state of
Yue a beautiful girl named Shi She
Everyday, Shi Shr would go to the
river with a group of girls to wash
varne. When the fish in the river
saw how beautiful Shi Shr was,
It.hey felt themselves to be very ugly
in comparison, and swam down o
the bottom of the water, ashamed
Later, the king of Yue gave Shi
Shr to the king of Wu, who made
her his constant companion, Because
she was 0 beautiful, the king was
unable to concentrate on the affairs
of the state, and the state of Wu
was sotn destroyed.

Wang Jau-jun was another beau-
tiful giel, whe Lved during the
Han dynasty. In order to avoid go-
ing to war, the Han emperor sent
Wang Jau-jun to the king who
wanted to fight m. Wang ] au-jun
was on her way to the enermy state,
when zshe was spotted by a goose
which was flying overhead. The
EoisE was staring =0 intently at Wang
Jao-jun that it was ot walching
were it was flying, and fell inte a
forest,

Today, a girl who is vwery beau-
tful can be said to “make the fish
gink and the goose fall".
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15, THE COMNCEIT OF THE
KING OF YELANG

During the Han dymasty, thers
was situated in the southwest part
of China a very tiny kingdom knowm
a3 Yelsng. In the countryside of
Yelang, there lived a girl who went
to the river each day to wash clothes.
One day while at the riverside, she
suddenly noticed a large picce of
bamboe blowing towards her, from
ingide of whach came the sound of
a child crying. The girl opened up
the bamboo and found inside a baby
boy, which she very happily took
home with her.

After the little boy grew up,
he became the king of Yelang., Al
though Yelang was wvery small, the
king was extremely arrogant. He
once asked an enwoy from China,
“Which country is bigger--China or
Yelang? The Chines= envoy could
not help laughing at him

Today, a8 person who is wery
arrogant can be said to be “as con-
ceited a8 the king of Yelang."

1 ] flutter

2. BN to recover from water
3. chilizh Chinese martial arts
i K& population

b. B proud

B Ot
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6 TO LOOK AT SOMEONE
WITH NEW EYES

Lu Meng wasz a general of the
kingdom of Wu during the Three
Kingdome Perbod. His family was
poor and had no money to send him
Lo school, =o instead he drilled wery
hard in military techniques, and in
the end, became a general

One time, Emperor Sun Chiuan
told Lu Meng that both Emperor
Guang Wy of the Han dynasty and
Tsau Tsau of the kingdom of Wei
were very kamed people, and sug.
gested that he, too, being a high-
kve] povernment official, ought to
find some time to study.

From then on, Lu Meng put all
hiz efforts inta studying, and he soon
became  extremely  knowledgeable,
The minister Lu Su came to him
one day to discuss military affairs,
and was greatly surprised to discover
that the general's theories and ideas
were brilliant. He sald to Lu Meng,
“I never thought you would become
a8 learned as you are today, you're
ot the same persom wvou were be-
fore™ Lu Meng lasghed and said,
“¥ou need only be separated from a
person for three days, and you will
see him with new eyes!"

Today, when a persom  does
something that causes others to aee
him differently, we can say that
people "look at him with new eyea”

ot
"

ETFP  atill lke to study
in old age

2. B ® a history of the classics
3. B M to be roused to action
4. B W theory

6. R W view

8. ® I surprised

o
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1. # T encroach upon
2. B 3 wiles . craft
3. B ® toframe

4. & % secret
b. W & eonfer
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37. THE AFFAIR OF THE
EAST WINDOW IS5 EXPDSED
Durng the final years of the

Sung dynasty, China was invaded
by Jin people from the north, Ge-
neral Yue Fei led the army in re-
sistance, and defeated the encmy.
Just as he was sbout to take ad-
vantage of his victory and attack the
Jin army, he received word that the
emperor had ordered him to return.
As it turned out, this was actually a
phot of Chin Hui, a Sung dynasty
official who was conspiring  with
the ememy. In order to frame Yue
Fei, Chin Hui had tricked him into
returming  early. Chin  Hui  had
thought this plot up together with
his wife, under the east window
of their house.

Sometime later, Chin Hui and
his som Chin Sh died, one right
after the sther. Chin Hul's wife hired
somone who could communicate with
ghosts and spirits to come and find
out how her hushand and son were
doing after death. After he had
finizhed, the man zaid to her, “T first
went to see your son, who told me
that your husband was in the city
of Feng—-dw So 1 went there and
found him doing hard labor, wearing
iron cangue. He asked me to tell
you that the thing which you two
discuszed under the east window
has already been exposed.”

Mow, when a wrong-doing is
brought to Light, it may be said
that “the affair of the east window
has been exposed.”
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3BTO CARVE A MARK IN THE
BOAT AND LOOK FOR THE

SWORD

[hiring the Spring and Autumn
Pericud, there wazs a man who hired
a small boat to take him from the
morth end of the Yangtze river to
the south end. As the hoat got out
inte the rmaddle of the rver, the
man was &imiring the beautiful
scenery. He began to sing & song
and beat time with the sword he
was carrying in his hand. Suddenby
a strong wind came up and created
a wave which rocked the boat so
hard that the man's sword fell ints
the river. This was the man's rmost
treasured swomrd, He was sbout to
Jjump in after it, when he decded
that he should first make a mark
on the side of the boat at the place
where the sword had fallen in That
way, he reasomed, he would be sure
to find it. Having made the mark,
he ordered the boatman to stop,
took off his shoes and long coat,
and jumped In the water. He looled
all arpumd, but couldn't find his
sword, Utterly exasperated, he zaid
to the boatman, "Do you see this
mark on the sde of the boat? This
is5 where my sword fell into the
river! 50 how come [ can't find 302"

Today, a person who refuses
to histen to logic, but stubbornly
adheres to s own osinions, can be
aaied to “carve a mark in the bosat
and look for the sword."”

. W B all around
BOEMETY

appreci ate
WAVE
mark
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a8, THE HOST
OF THE EAST

During the Spring and Autumn
Period, the kingdom of Chin was
planning to collshorate with the
kingdsm of Ch'in to attack the
kingdom of Cheng. Duke Wen of
Cheng was sure that be didn't have
a chance against these two large
kingdoms, and was very afraid 5o,
at the suggestion of one of his
officials, the duke sent his minister
Ju Jr-wu to Ch'in to try b0 convince
the king not to attack Cheng.

Upon arriving in Ch'in, Ju Jr-
wu was stopped by a saldier on duty
ardd not allowed inte eourt When
he saw the sun set in the west, he
began o cry, at which point he was
taken to see the king to find owt
why he was s0 upset Ju replied,
“Cheng is to the cast of Chin, and
Ch'in is to its west. If Chin were to
take over Cheng and expand its
border, Ch'in would alsa be in dan-
ger. | am crying for the kingdoms
of Cheng and Ch'in." The king ag-
reed that JuJr=wu had A point, and
Ju Jr—wau continued, “Tf Chin does
not attack Cheng, Cheng will be the
haost of the east, willing to entertain
anyome from Ch'in who goes there."
The king of Ch'in was finally per-
suaded, He withdrew hiz troops, and
relieved Cheng's crisis

Today, anyone whe &tts as a
hoat can be referred to as “the host
of the east.”

1. B W fear
2. i W to oocupy
3.0 W pull soldiers out
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40. NGO BLUE
I5 EXTRACTED
FROM THE INIMGO PLANT

Duiring the MNorthern Dhmasties
Period., there lived a man named
Li Mi, who from his youth stwdied
under Kung Fan. Kung Fan was
both very knowledgeable and morally
upright. He taught his students to
be comscientious and responsible. He-
fore each lecture, he would  first
thoroughly research his subject, and
then teach his students everything
that he knew. He had wery high
hopes for his students, especially in
the area of morality, and controlled
them wvery rigidly. Sa his students
all had high respect for harme Li Mi
was an extremely inteligent and
hardworking student. He not onby
memorized everything the teacher
taugrht him, but because he studied
very intensively, be learned many
mnew things Several years later, he
kmew even more than his teacher

From then on, whenever Kung
Fan had a problem, he would go
ask Li Mi for advice. This made
Li Mi very uncomfortable, so his
teacher used a phrase of Shun-te--
‘Indillj bhlue 15 extracted from the
indigo plant" «as a metaphor for a
student surpassing his  teacher
(Thiz is because the cobor, indigo
blue, is a more beautiful shade of
blue than the plant from which it is
extracted.)

The meaning of this idiom,
then, is that “the student has be-
eome better than the teacher.”

1. & ™ moral characier

. B ¥ ok forward to

3. & M honor

4. ® W =crutinize thoroughly
5. B B modest

6. B ¥ observe
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41 TO ATTRACT JADE
BY LAYING BRICES

During the Tang dynasty, there
lived a mam named Jauw Gu, who
was & very talented poet Jau Gu's
poems  were a0 well-written  that
even famous poets of his time en-
Joyed reading them

At that time, in a place called
Wu, there lived a man named
Chang Jian, who also liked to write
poems. Chang Jian greatly admired
Jau Gu's hterary talent, and longed
to know him persomally. Ome day,
Chang Jian heard that Jau Gu would
be travelling to Wu. He knew that
Jau Gu would definitely go wvisit
Ling Yan Temple during his trip,
because this was a very famous place
which eweryome who came to W
went to see. So Chang Jian went first
to the temple, and on the wall which
was st aside for guests’ commenis
and deas, wrote two Enes of a poerm

When Jau Gu saw the two lines
of postry om the temple wall he
could not help adding another two
lines, because Chinese poems are
always composed of at least four
lines. And s0 Chang Jiam achieved
his goal He said, “My poem iz a
brick, and Jau Gu's poem is jade. |
layed & brick, and attracted jade?

Thas idiom i5 now a polite ex-
presalon often used when giving an
opindon  or delivering a speech. K
means that what one is offering is
somehow  lacking, and one iz in
hopes that others will seeing it
offer something that is better.
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42, THE FOX BORROWS
THE TIGER'S POWER

There omce was a tiger who
was very humgry. He searched and
he searched for some kind of animal
to eat, but he could find nothing.
Finally, he caught a fox. But before
the tiger could eat him, the fox said,
"You can't eaf me! Heaven has made
me Kimg of the Beasts, and if you
eat me, you will be breaking Hea.
ven's [aw ™ The tiger did not beliewe
that an animal a2 small sz the fox
could be King of the Beasts, and an
the fox continued “If you don't be-
Beve me, just walk behind me, and
g how many of the animals dare
not to run when they see me com-
ing!" The tiger agreed, and began
to follow the fox. And when the
animals saw them coming, they all
fled in fright The tiger did not
know that it was actually himself,
and mot the fox, that the animals
were alraid of,

Today, thls idiom is used to
describe a person who uses another's
influence to frighten or bully people.
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43, TO MISTAKE THE
REFLECTION OF THE
BOW FOR A SNAKE
During the Chin dynasty, there
lived a man named Yws Cuang,
One day, he realized that there was
ong of his friends whom he hadn't

seen in Aawhile, and sent someone
te call on him. The friend said to
hiz visivor, “A few days ago, | was
drinking wine at Y ue Guang's house,
when suddenly | noticed a snake in
my glass! T felt very uncomiortahle,
and barely finished the wine. Ever
since | got home that day ['ve been
ek, and [ just know it's that snake
acting up in my stomachT When
word of this got back o Yue
Guang, he immediately thought of
the bow that was hanging on his
wall If this bow were reflected in
a glass of wine, when the wine
moved, wouldn't the reflection re-
semble 8 small snake? Yue Guang
quiekly invited his friend over and
explained this theory to him. When
the friend heard this, he was very
relieved, and suddenly his illness
disappeared.

Mow, when a person needlessly
worriea about some small or ima:
ginary thing. we can say that that
person is “mistaking the reflection
of the bow for a snake.”

1. # 3 reluctamtly

2. & F stomach

3. s ki small

4. TE & decorative design

5. t£ # o come to understand
it suddenly

AR to fesl greatly rebeved
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A4 TO LOSE THE SHEEFP
OMN A FORKED ROAD

Yang-tz was a great scholar
of the Warring States Perlod. One
day, hizs meighbor st a sheep, and
ashed many of his friends and re-
latives to come help him look for
it. Wang-tz asked his neighbor why
he meeded =0 manv people to ook
for a single lost sheep. The neighbaor
replied that it was because there
were many farks in the road and
without msany people, it would be
impossble to find the sheep,

After awhile, all of the people
who had been out Jooking for the
sheep returned, none of them having
had any luck, Wang-tz again asked
hiz neightsor why, with =0 many
people Iooking for the shesp, none
of them had been ahle to find (L
The meighbor answered that it was
because each of the forks in the
road had vet another fork, so the
people looking for the sheep all ran
back and forth several times, When
his students asked him why be was
o concermed about one little bost
sheep, that wasn't even his own,
Yang-t= replied, "l have leamed
something from this. When studying,
if we don't take the right road,
we'll wind wp just like the peaple
Iooking for the sheep. We'll waste
time and energy, and yet never get
anyahere,"”

Today, a person who doss not
comcentrate on the aubject he iz
studying or the task he is performing,
and therefore achieves nathing, can
be said to have “lost the sheep on
a forked road”
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45  TO BRING DISASTER
UFOMN THE FISH

During the Spring and Autumn
Period, there lived 8 man named
Huan S-ma who had a wery big,
very precious jewel When the king
found out about thas, he wanted
very much to ohtain this treasure for
himself, and sent someone to ask
Huan Sz-ma just where he kept his
jewel hidden, Huan Se-ma rephbed,
“] threw it into the moal outside the
city wall.™

Aed s0 the greedy king ordered
that all of the water be emptied
[rom the moat, and that the mod be
searched until this jewe] was Tound.
The moat was so big and the jewel
a0 srmall that although the people
searched for a long time, they never
found it. But becauss the moat had
heen draimed dry, and there wene
=0 many peopk walking through the
mud, all of the fish that lived in
the moat died.

Today, this idiom can be uwsed
to describe a situation in which an
innacent  person becomes  mvolved
in a harmiul situation

big and roumnd
w treasure

L0 gresdy

5 i mud



BeEIE AR ( & L¥WEwe0OrEs ~ —e e
—- 3 v S Ersalods okl dreos B4 B
PR o Fe—E o R REHE A RS
LB TE e BE L BT e B LT RL AT
» gl odgd eTeToakd Ro el Er o e @i 0 T
FML A AR LB Bln— (@1 AR LE e
thr i #: #5 8y » TaAd-f Feais i Hlae
Ao Mot BLET BT 7 e 4L 4 455 5 R
B s A BE 0 R R AL 9F MRk
Rodee XRErXs {PH3400 i ME R AL
R EsELRrde TiR 7 | [ Sea-wd
@ k209 0 Erfopi— @I friry e
RS AR MR ARy el Ar R pe o R -
LR TN A BN I S PR Sy K
A% e Thet v fF2ad: {55 ke fos 2 dhi
ML AR R e Ti o @ FoRE MBI 25
o3 B E@edi ALy REJUALL R I Erba Al
— oo AuFwirTr¥eELWETEie | MLEF
s Tibs ahi i BLF: Hedlnmsr HITFrES
Frodls @ TE -
o=

SEME S fe [ OB Y 1 oo [ omgeeedbTeRe | ReOre
Wi A IR ATEIDEIC 3 488 3810 S B S o
8 M

@ MWrhnrife il B depE A TR i it T g
PRl o it M ATERS LRI S Ml e T il dE v o

@ BTG 5 - Rk R TR T A —
Be o

46

46,70 ATTEMFT TO GO 30UTH

BY DRIVING THE CHARIOT

MOETH

During the Warring States Per-
iod, the king of Wei was planning
to attack the kingdom of Chaoo A
man named Ji Liang heard of this
plan, and immediately went to call
an the king, to urge him not b at-
tack., He =aid, “l just met A man
who said that he was going to Ch'u,
im the south, but he was heading
north. When [ ashed him why, he
sald that he had a stromg horse, a
let of money to spend on the trp,
and a skilled driver. Your Majesty,
do you mot think that by going thas
way, this man was beadlng away
froemy Instead of towards, the king-
dom of Ch'u? I also onee heard His
Majesty say that he hoped to become
a great ruler, whom everyone would
chey., And yet mow, you plan to in-
vade the kingdom of Chan in onder
to expand your territory and glorify
your own name. Do you not feel
that by acting in this way, you are
moving farther and farther from
vour goal?™ The king agreed with
what Ji Liang had said, and agreed
not to attack Cheo.

Today, we can say that 8 person
whos= actiona hinder, rather than
help, the completon of his goal is
“attempting to go south by driving
the chariot north
M R
i
2 #
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NEws
method
imagination
mare and more
i if  forever
NEE  destination
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47. A DRIED FIEH
STORE

During the Warring States Per-
iod, Juang-tz's family was very poor.
When they had nothing left to eaf,
Juamg=tz went to horrow  some
money from a local offical. How-
ever, the official told Juang-tz that
he would not be shle to Joan him
any money until after he had ool
lected the rent

Juang-tz was very angry, and
he said to the official, *Yesterday I
saw g crucian carp in a ditch that
had dried up He looked as if he
were ghout to die, and asked me to
quickly fetch a bucket of water to
aave his Life. I wld khim that | was
on my way south, where there Iz a
Iot of water, and that 1 would cer-
tainly bring some back for him But
the carp grew very angry and said,
‘By the time you've gotten back
with that water, I won't be here
anymore! You'll have to go ok for
me at a dried fish store!™

This idiom is pow ussd (o mean
that a promize of help later s of
no wse in an immediate crisis

1. ff & borrow momey
2. B & rent

. 8 & furious

4. @ M god carp

B #r aAVE
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48 A WARNING TAKEN FROM

THE OVERTURNED CART

AHEAD

During the Western Han dy
nasty, there lived in Lovang a rman
named Jia Yi. Jia Y¥i was very Know-
ledgeshle, and even the emperor en-
gaged him as a eacher. One day, he
was teaching the emperor about the
proper way to govern a country.
He =aid, “During the Ch'in dymasty,
there was an evil minister named
Jau Gau, who was the teacher of
Hu Hai, the emperor's second son
He often tasght Hu Hal how to des-
troy ane's political oppoments, and
often talked of how to execute -
B0 re."”

“After his father's death, Hu
Hai became emperor. On the second
day of his reign, be began wo kill
people, and would not listen to those
who tried to give him advice. In
reality, Hu Hai was not a bad per-
som, but m the end, he was over-
thrown."”

Jia Yi continued, “Knowing the
mistakes made by our elders, we
should be careful not to make the
game ones ourselves It's the same
as if we are out driving and see
that the poor road ahead of ws has
caussd a eart to overturme We should
learn from this, and not take the
same road”

Thus. “A Warning Taken From
the Overturped Cart Ahead” means
seeing the mistake that someone
rlse has made, and not making the
same ristake ourselves

to decids
prsoner
matter

in fact
nature
bad
averthrow
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49. TO PROFFER A BIECH

AND ASK FOR A FLOGGING

Because Lin Shiang-ru returmed
the jade intact to Chao (see story
£33, the king of Chao rsde him
an official af the very highest rank.
General Lian Po had greatly served
his country in battle, and beleved
it was unjust that Lin Shiang-ru
should hawe a higher rank than his
own, 30 the general told his troops
that he was going to put Lin Shiang-
ru to shame 1f he ever met up with
him. After Lin Shiang-ru heard
about this, he went out of his way
to avoid Lian Po at all costs. Lin
Shiang-ru's subordinates felt that
he was being wvery cowardly, amd
thereafter wanted nothing t© do
with hirm But Lin Shiang-ru said to
them, “Tm pot even afraid of the
king of Ch'in, so why should I be
afraid of General Lian Po? It's be-
cause of the two of us that Ch'ln
does not invade Chao, If we were o
dizsgree, it would be just like two
tigers fighting; in the end, one of
us would be killed, and then Ch'in
woild atisck. When Lian Po heard
about this, he was so ashamed that
he took off his shirt, and with a
birch branch in hand, asked Lin
Shiang-ru to flog and forgive him

Today, this idiom can be used
to describe any situation in which a
persan knows he has dome  wiong,
and asks the person whom he has
wronged to punish him.

1. FIEEE ceremonial jade disk

2. O & ment

3. B # yed

4. B B humiliate

5. @ #F avod

6. B g nervous

T. 8 8 numercus and dizordecly
B. £ 1 invade
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. RANDOMLY SPEAKING
OUT ORPIMENT

“Orpment” iz a kind of reddish-
yellpw maneral which was used
ancient times to paint over mistakes
ane made when writing.

Duirimg the Chin dynasty, there
lived a man named Wang Yan, wha
whs very eloguent. Wang Yan worked
for the govwrnment, and would of.
tem travel from place to place lectur-
ing about the affairs of the county.
His lectures were very thorough,
and he also added m his own opin-
ions, =0 his audience always umnder-
gtood him Wang Yan was a very
well-known  lecturer, admired by
EVEFYONEe.

Whenewver Wang Yan gave a
kecture, he was always at ease and
unhurried. If he made a slip of the
temguwe, he would calmly go back and
correct  himself. Therefore people
said that he “had orpiment in s
mouth.”

Feople of later generations &x-
pameded this diom Eandomly saying
things for which one has no proof
is now know as “randomly speaking
out orpment.”

1. # % mineral

2. W i yellow

. i paper

4. 0 ZF eloguence
§. i M detailed

6. B & pointof view
7. B respect
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1. ¥ ® nourish 5. M # ocbey

2, Hi # training 6. £ 4 faithful
3. B K shame T. & K forget
4, ¥ mE 5 bitter flavor
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51.TO SLEEF ON BRUSHWOOD

AND TASTE GALL

During the Spring and Autumn
Period, He Liu, the king of Wu, at-
tacked the kingdom of Yue. During
the battle, hiz right foot was cut
off by the general of Yue, and he
died. Fu Cha, the crown prince of
W, ook over the throme, and later
led the Wu army back into Yue o
retaliate. Fu Cha defeated Yue, cap
tured their king, Gou Jian, and took
him back to Wy, where he was for
ced o0 guard He Liv's tomb and
care for the king's horses

Althowgh Gou Jian had been
captured, he never forgot his great
aspiratbon of rebuilding his country
and avenging himself. During his
time in capivity, he acted wvery
faithful and obedsent to Fu Cha,
g0 that fimally he earmed Fu Cha's
trust and was released,

After retuming i Yuoe, Gou
Jian slept every night on brushwood,
And before eating o going to sheep
he would taste a bit of gall from
the galbladder of an animal which
he always kept nearby, Thiz was
to remind himseld of the imprision-
ment, After ten years of preparation,
Gou Jian attacked and defeated
Wu, rebuilt Yue, and made it one
of the strongest and most prosper-
ous kingdoms of the time.

Today, “To Sleep On Brushwood
and Taste Gall" means to take what-
eVEr TICasures are necessary to
achieve one's goal-—-ususlly indicat-
ing hard work and self-denial
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S2TO CALL A STAG A HORSE
When Chin Shr-huang ( the
first emperor of the Ch'in dynasty)
was on his deathbed, his eldest son,
Fu Su, was in the ammy. And =o it
was his second son, Hu Hai, Prime
Minister Li Si, and military com-
mander Jau Gau who were with him
at the time. After the emperor died,
these three collaborated and sent a
false edict to Fu Su, which cpused
him to commit suicide. Hu Hai then
tock over the throne and gave him-
gl the ttle “Junior”. Junier was
incapable of doing anything withouwt
first seeking the adwice of Jau Gaw
who thus became more and mome
powerful Before ong he had framed
Li5i, had his whole family killed, and
himeelf taken over the position of
prime minister,

It soon became obvious that Jau
Gau planned to usurp the throne
as well One day, he presented the
emperar with a spotted deer, t2lling
him that it was actually a winged
steed. When Junior corrected him,
saying that it was a desr and not a
horse, Jau Gau announced very au-
thoritatively to all the officials near-
by, “This is clearly a horse™ And
the officlals, afraid to disagree with
Jau Gau, obediently replied, “This
iz a harse”

Today, somone who often and
intentionally says things that aren't
true can be sald to "call 3 stag a
horse ™
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¥ i discouraged
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53. FIRST ARROGANT, THEN
RESPECTFIIL

During the Warring States Per-
v, there hved a politician named
Su Chin who tried to get a job as
a government official, but to no
avail Hiz parents, his alster-in-law,
and his wife were all ashamed of
him, but it was his sister<in=law who
treated him worst, She would often
meck him saving that he would
never amount to anything.

Su Chin felt very hort, but be
did not lose hope. He studied hard
every day, and finally discovered
what he called the “zong-heng"
principle.

Sy Chin travelled to many king-
doms explaining his ideas, and at
first he was rejected everywhere he
went. But his suggestion that the
kingdoms of Yan, Chan, CHi, Chiy,
Wei, and Han all unite to fight
against Ch'in was heartily accepted in
both Yan and Chae. What's more,
the leaders of these two kingdoms
aaked him to go persuade the other
four leaders to go along with the
plan. Later, these six kingdoms
were unmited, and Su Chin became
their very well-known and highly
respecied prime mimister, One time,
he was passing through his home
town, and his parents and sister-in-
law all came out to welcome him
Su Chin laughed and said to his
sister-in -law, "You were always
g arrogant. why is it that you've
suddenly become humble?™ His sis-
ter-in=law felt very ashamed,

Today, this idiom can be wpsed
to describe anvone who acts haugh-
tily towards anather person, but then
becomes respectful wpon  leaming
that that person is someone of high
status
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4. PAFPER IS5 EXPENSIVE
N LOYANG

During the Western Chin dy-
nasty, there lived a writer narmed
Tzuo 5i, who was nelther very hand-
gome nor very elequent. He once
diecided to write a book on the local
cusioms and landscape of the capi-
tale of Wei, Shu and Wua of the
Three Kingdoms Period, which he
would call San [ Fu, or The Story
of the Three Capitals,

Oither writers of the time mock-
ed him, but Tzun % was undaunted
by their criticism. Painstakimgly e
gathered information. After fen
yvears of hard work, researching amd
writing, San [ Fu was finished. It
was highly praised by many great
writers, =some of whom wrmote a
preface for it, and some of whom
wrote annotations With the contn-
butions of thess well-known writers,
San Du Fu's value increased greatly,
and people of the time all rushed to
read it At that time, when one
wanted to read a book, one had to
buy paper and copy it oneself. Be-
cause sveryone wanted to buy paper
on which to copy Trzue Si's book,
paper in Loyang became very e
pensive.

Today, thizs idiom can be used
to describe a situation in which
many peaple all want to read a par-
ticular book, or Eo praise a book or
paper which ls very well-written,

1, =HE literati

2, # B outward appearance
a4, i B to describe

1. 5 # resource materal
5. B = inspiration

3. ™ 4 distressed im mind
f. £ M explanatory notes
i, B B read
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a4, WHEN OME'S

FOREFIMNGER JUMPS

During the Spring and Au-
tamn Pertod, there hved two young
aristocrats who worked as officials
in the court of Duke Jeng Ling,
one named Sung and the other
named Jia One morming, the fwo
were on their way to court, when
swddenly Sung's forefinger jumped
up all by itself. He said to Jia,
"Whenever my forefinger jumps, it
means that I'm going te have some-
thing really good to eat that day, [
wonder what it'll be today" { The
Chinese word for “forefinger” is
“food finger™)

When the two young men resch.
ed the oourt, they heard that
someone had just sent owver a soft-
shelled turtle, and that in a Gttle
while, the duke was going to in-
vite everyone to have some, Jia and
Sung could not help lbughing to
therselves, When the duke heard
the stary, he also laughed and said,
“Whether or not that forefinger is
accurate depends an mel And sure
enough, when the turtle soup was
brought out, the last bowl was gi-
ven to the person right before Sung,
Feeling very pleased with himself,
the duke laughed and said, “Well?™
But Sung meached into the duke's
bowl, pulled out a piece of meat,
and popped it into his mouth, sy
ing, “Who said my forefinger wasn't
accurate

Today, when a person has a
strong craving for a certain kind
of food, we can say thai “hs fore-
finger is jurnping.”
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56. THE BROKEN MIRROR
15 PUT BACK TOGETHER

Shiu De-yan was an attendant
of the emperor during the Southerm
Dynasties Period. The emperor of
the time pad no attention to the
affairs of the state, and so Shiu De-
van feared for their kingdom's fu-
ture, He also feared for his wife, Le-
chang, who was the younger sister
of the emperor, because she was
very beautiful and very talented,
aned sure to be taken away from
tarm if the kingdom were overthrow
S0 Shiu De-yan took a mirror and
broke it in half, giving one half
to hiz wife and keeping the other
for himself, The two then agreed
om 4 day on which they would meet,
should they ever beoome separated,

And sure enough, not long af-
ter, their kingdom was destroved,
and Le-chang was taken away by
a new court official named Yang
Su. When the appombted day armived,
Shiv De-yvan went out to ook for
hiz wife, but found instead an old
woman with his wife's half of the
mirror. As it turned out, Le-chang
had been unable to come out that
day, and so had asked this woman
te take her half of the mirror and
go in her place. When Yang Su
heard this story, he was so moved
that he not only allowed this couple
to he reunited, but gave them many
gifts & well,

And =0 today, when a man and
woman who hawe been separated
for alng time are finally reunited,
we can say that “the broken mirror
has heen put back together.”
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57. TO FLUFF UP THE
PILLOW AND HAVE
A GOOD REST

Feng Shivan lived at the home
of Meng Chang-jun, prime minister
of the state Ch'i during the Wa_n'ing
States Period,

One day, Meng Chang-jun sent
Feng Shiuan to a place called Shue
te eallect the rent owed to kim by
the people there, But Feng Shiuan
not only did not collect the rent
he also burned all of the wontracis,
The pesple of Shue were therefore
very grateful to Meng Chang -jun,

Sometime later, when he was
no  longer prime  minister, Meng
Chang—jun went to Hwe in Shuoe,
and was warmly welcomed by all
of the people there. Howeser, Feng
Shivan believed that this was not
quite encugh. So he went and told
the king of Wel what a talented
person Meng Chang-jun  was, and
before long Meng Chang—jun was
offered a pasition in the Wei Court
On Feng Shivan's advice, Meng
Chang -jun refussd the position, but
the king of Ch'Y, afraid that he
wiuld accept, then asked Meng
Chang-jun to stay in Ch'i, At this,
Feng Shivan said to Meng Chang-
jun, *You mow have a choiee of
three places where you could live.
You can fluff up the pillows and
have a good rest™

Thus, "To Fluff Up the Pillows
and Have a Good Rest® means to
live 8 happy and worry-free life
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54, THE WOLF AND
THE BEI MAKE MISCHIEF

The “bei™ is an animal much
like the wolf. The major difference
between these two animals is that
the woll has lomg frool legs amd
short hind legs, while the bei has
short fromt begs and long hind legs.
The wolf and the bei often work
together to catch sheep or cows

Ome day, a wolf and a bei who
were out loking for something to
cat came acriss A sheep pen whach
was surrounded by a very high, very
sturdy wall They tried and they
tried, but could neither jump over
the wall nor knock it down. Finally,
the walfl thought of a plan. He sad,
"Wou ket me climb up on your shoul-
ders, amd stretch out your long
hind legs. pushing me up high
Then if 1 stretch out my lomg fromt
kegs, I'll be able to reach us & lAmb."”
And 50 by cooperating in this way,
the wolf and the bei got their lamb.

Today, when two people work
together to  accomplish  something
bad, we can say that “the wolf and
the bei are making rmischief.”

1. ® wilf

2. 3] bizi

4. ¥ M wild aninal
4. By $ animal

5. B % fammer

B, Bt F stomach
7. #  Thungry

B. £ ¥ ides
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58, ON THE EASTEEN BEIX
WITH HIS STOMACH EXPOSED

Shi Jian, a high official of the
Chin dynasty, was looking {or a suits
able husbamd for his daughter. He
heard that there was an old Mr
Wang, who had many sons, and sent
someone o Mr. Wang's for 2 ook,
Mr Wang told the visibor he was
webloome to go to the eastern wing
of the hose, where his sons lived,
and take his chotce from among
them.

When Mr. Wang's sons heard
that someone was corming fram (-
ficial Shi's house ta check them out,
they all began €0 put on an act, and
their attitudes were very unnatural
Only one young man appeared o
be unconcerned with the whole thing,
and lay en his bed with his stomach
exposed, eating.

After his representative's des-
criptionn of each of the sons She
lian snnounced thae the natural one--
the one lving om his bed with his
stomach  exposed--was  the  kind
of person he had in mmd for his
sm=in-law. And se his daughter
maarried this young man == the very
famous writer and calligrapher Wang
Shi-ji.

People of later generations still
often refer to their son-m-laws as
theson-in-law of the eastern bed",
or simily a5 the “eastern bed.”
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60, IF THE LIPS ARE GONE,
THE TEETH WILL BE COLD
During the Spring and Autumn
Fericd, there were two very small
kingdoms known as Yu and Guo
These two kingdoms shared a border,
and had a wvery elose relationship,
One day, the king of Chin asked
the king of Yu to let his army
pass through Yu o attack Guo, of-
fering the king a large reward of
horses and jade i he agreed
When the official Gung JIr-
chi heard about this he immediate ly
went to see the king, to urge him not
to agree. He sald, “If Guo is des-
troyed, Yo s sure to follow! If's just
like if 8 person loses his lips, his
testh will be left exposed, alone
and helpless We miust not oaly e
fuse to let the Chin army pass
through ¥u, but must send troops
to help Guo” But the king had al-
ready been entranced by the trea-
sures he had been procmsed, and
heard nothing that Official Gung
said b him That winter, the Chin
troops passed through Yu, destroyed
Gun, and on the way back, destroyed
Yu as well
Today, this idiom can still be
used to describe two countries whose
relationship is such that one would
be In danger if the other wers des
troyed. In addition, it can deseribe
two people who are very close, so
that when one s away, the other
seemeE lost,




Fidr ( & TeALALON BE— —o ki ALY
) r HE—lIHrECAY Y BIXTLEIEL e
T hoe s FLErROECRE ELEL R 5 BE
UTRNEE TOANE TR 15 3 i 1o S

L E - HEB YT 0 L EL AR P
eilE T ARG $ 1 e #hd H0 T 0 il el M
PG T 0 iRl BE v MLy fi A
o #CREHEFL y ®URD o D RIACmILE K
HEFs dr e di b » M Rhtr ¥ v HErjs
Brwc Pl 6 B o BN ALTE . HE T
PR SE E LR TS LN SN IR T
RRSRRS de L0 52 sz o o Sodie il 20 e
Reghi—Hodr i o Ha—FI e i lris
Jir Rz R friEs 0 HIR EeTLE0 M T RS
 BRREETEiMLALHEr 1 [ SoTa L Mg
BE FE Aty o | T ded5 0 s A
Mo Fe sl W0 oul P80 He T8 v T4 #hi M0
#5 o
B |

e REREIRY] BEERr I G- Rofir B reme
MEM o RMEsMERR WIS Er TEHeE=] 0 r HoW-8G
Fredie R Meptivreite TB32 ] M meTs o BRELL- [Hefwskife
; fn-: PERetredes bl |« df AW - » s
B

O N GRS | F T e — L R B R

free @ TR O BT 0 — ER R e
Ti-=

Ti=

Bl

6l. TO HAVE AN IMAGE
OF BAMBOO IN ONE'S MIND

During the Sung dynasty, there
lived a scholar named Wen Tung,
who loved to paint, He painted many
kinds of plants, snimals and lnsects,
but hiz favorite subject was bamboo,
Wen Tung plant=A seme bamboo in
fromt of his bowse, and cared for it
very carcfully, Every day, no matter
what the weather, e would observe
the way hiz bamboo was growing,
and study the way its laves and
branches changed with the seasoms
After having studied his bamboo for
a leng time, Wen Tung eould paint
it with his eyes closed All of his
works were just as vivid as the real
thing, Omne day, his friend Chau
Bu-jr went to visit Wen Tung, and
found him right in the middle of
palnting bambea, Watching Wen
Tung work, Chau Bu-jr wrote a
poem about him, the meaning of
which was, “When Wen Tung paints,
he has an image of bamboo in his
mand®

Today, when a person is wery
gure of whatever le I8 doing, one
can say that he "has an image of
bamboo in his mind”
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ARE PLACED AT THE TOF

Dwuring the Western Han dynas
ty, there lived a man named Ji An
Ji An began his career as govem-
ment officlal in a very low-lewvel
poaition. His frank and straightfor-
ward manner displeased the emperar,
and caused him to be demoted and
sent away fraom the capital for a
timme, but because he was such a
regponsible and conscientious worker,
he was later called back again and
given a very high-ranking position,
His personality was the same as ever,
and he still eften adrmonished the
emperar. But because his criticisms
were always well-founded, and were
for the good of the people, the em-
perar had high respect for him

At that time, there were two
low-level officials in the court named
Gung Sun-hung and Jang Tang.
These two men wers very good at
flattering the emperor, and would
often frame innocent people in order
to benefit thermelves Before long,
Gung Sun-hung was made prime
minister, and Jang Tang was also
given a very high-ranking position.
Mincing no words, Ji An said o
the emperor, “You give out jobs the
same way you plle up firewood, you
put that which came last on topl’

This idiom was eriginally meant
Eo criticize a situation in which a
newcamer was given a higherlbevel
position  than someone who had
bheen there a long time. Now, how-
ever, it can also be used to praise
someone who is very young, or who
arrived late, and wet has already
achieved great things.
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6. TO BEREAK THE CAULDRONS
AND SINK THE BOATS

The most powerful kingdom in
China during the Warring States
Period was the kingdom of Chiin
Chin was in a very favorable geo-
graphic position, and had many in-
telligent and skilled citizens, one of
the greatest of whom was a general
named Jang Han

During ome battle against the
kingdom of Ch'u, Jang Han not only
defeated the Ch'u army but also
killed their gemeral, Shiang Liang.
He then took advantage of his vic-
tory o attack the kingdom of Cheo,
surrounding the Chan ety of Jiu-lu.
When Shiang Liang's  nephew,
Shiang Yu, heard about this, he
immediately led troogs in o assist the
Chao army. Shiang Yu was deter-
mined to fight to the end, and =
as soon a8 his troops had crossed
the Jang River, he ordered them to
gink all the boats and smash all the
cauldrons, so that they could neither
re-crpas the fver por cook any more
fopl This showed that he would ra-
ther die than retreat And powered
by this determination, Shlang Yu
won that battle, and became known
throughout China

Today, this idiom can be used
to deseribe a person who, like Shisng
Yu, risks ewverything in order to
achieve his goal.

1. % B raisc 8 sicge
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64, TO SHOW OFF ONE'S
SKILL. WITH THE AXE IN

FRONT OF LU BAN'S DOOR

The great Tang dynasty poet,
Li Bo, was an outspoken and ro-
mantic type of person. He loved g
good time, and he often went out
drinking with his friends, One time,
when he and some friends were out
boating, LI Bo got dead drunk, feli
into the river, and drowned

Atter Li Bo's death, many peo-
ple who felt themselves to be ge-
niuses would go and inscribe  poems
in front of his tomb. The =chalar
Mei Jr-huan felt that these peopls
were highly overrating their own
abilities. So, after all of their poems,
he added another one, the meaning
of which was “Here Hes Li Ba, a
peet who will go down in history.
Inseribing one’s poermn m front of
his tomb is the same as showing
off ane’s skill with the axe in front
of Lu Ban's doaor."”

This "Lu Ban" that Mei ]r-huan
mentioned was a famous crafis
man of the Spring and Autumn
Period who was wery skilled with
the axe. 50, “to show off one's skill
with the axe in front of Lu Ban's
door” means to flaunt ane’s ability
in front of an expert, proving that
one doesn't know one's own limi-
tations. Sometimes, we can also use
this iliom as a polite expression, in-
dicating that the people o whom
we are speaking are much more &
lented than ourselves
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&, TO PLUG ONE'S
EARS WHILE STEALING
A BELL

TDuring the Spring and Autumn
Period, there lived a thief who was
bath atupid and cowardly, Ome night,
he sneaked into the home of a fa-
mily named Fan, intending to steal
something. But then after having
worked s hard to get in, the thief
found nothing worth stealing. Sad-
denly he noticed a large bell out
in the yard He was very happy,
and said to herself, *Well, | guess
Tl steal that Itf's better than going
away empty-handed, and it must be
worth a lot of money?

Thiz bell was =0 big and heavy,
however, that the thief could not
budge it. He then tried hitting it
with a big hamener, hoping to be
able to break [ into pieces, but it
made such a loud noise that he was
sure he would get caught Soddenly
he thought of a plan. He said to
himself, “Why don't | just cover my
ears?” S0 this stupsd thief plugged
hizs own ears, and began to hammer
away at the bell with all his
weight. The loud clear notse it made
woke up the entire Fan household,
and in the end, the thief was caught.

Today, “to plug one’s ears while
stealing a bell” means to deceive
onesell.
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66. THE MORE ONE TRIES TO
HIDE A MISTAKE, THE
MORE IT & EXPOSED

During the Spring and Autumm
Perind, there lived a man named
Hei Gung, who worked for  the
government of the kingdom of Ju
Hei Gung once secretly gave a piece
af Ju's territory o the Kingdom of
Lu, in the hopes that Lu would take
him in. Thinking that no one knew
what he had done, he very gquietly
moved to Lu, mever dreaming that
Lo would record this incident in
greai detail

Later, when the people of Ju
realized that Hei Gung had moved
they began to ask questions, and
only then did they keam of the great
dishemor he had brought to his eoun-
tr. Hel Gung never imagined
that so many people would find out
ghout this thing which he didn't
want anyone to kndow.

Today, this idkan is aften used
im situations In which & person tries
to cover up a thing which he has
dene, but i deing so only makes
his wrongdoing more ohvious.

1. # i whitcwash
2. B B obvious

3, B B resukt

4. B & record
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67. TO STRIVE FOR WORDS
AND STRUGGLE FOR REASON

During the Warring States Pe-
riod, there lived in the kingdom of
Sung a man named Gau Yang-ying.
Gau Yang-ving loved to debate, and
would find a way to quibble sbout
pven the moet insipnificant topice

One day, Gau Yang-ying decided
to build a house. A wery expe-
rienced carpenter advised him against
beginming work on it just then, say-
img that the wood was still wet,
and thersfore would be lkely to
crack, and later, to fall

But Gau Yang-ying disagreed,
saying, “In my experience, a house
built with wet wood will mot only
ot fall, but will be especially strong.
Right now the wood is wet but if
we add a roof on top, it will hobkd
just the same. After a while, the
pressure of the bricks will decrease,
and the wood will alse be dry, so
shouldn't the house be even stromg-
er?”

The carpenter had no answer
for this, and so had no choice but
to begin work on the house. And not
long after it was finished as the
carpenter had predicted, the houss
fell to the ground

Thus, we can say that a person
who, like Gau Yang-yving Insists on
quibblng over unreascnable or in-
gingnificant things, is “striving for
words and struggling for reason”

1. B ¥ amgue . debate
2. B B experience
3. B H acrack
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R, AT WHOSE HAND
WILL THE DEER DIE

During the Eastern Chin dynas-
ty, there lived a merchant named
Shr Le. When the area in which
he lived was strnack by natural dizas-
ter, Shr Le was forced out of bus
inezs, Unable to find work, he had
nothing to eat, and when he was so
bungry that he could stand it no
longer, he sold himselfl a8 a slave
to & wealthy family.

Shr Le's master, seeing that his
appearance was not ke that of an
ordinary man, soon let him go free
Shr Le then went and offered his
services to another man, named Liou
Yuan, who established the kingdom
of Han. Several years later, Shr Le
betrayed the kingdom of Han, and
himssll becarme the emperor of the
most powerful Mogdom of his tirme
Shr Le was extremely proud of
himself, and once boasted in front
of many people, “If 1 had been bam
at the same time as the emperor
of Han, 1 most certainly would ve
had It out with him to see who
was the real man, And we all know
who would've wound up on throne!

Today, when two parties are
competing and it is still unclear
who will win, one of the two com
peting parties may use the idiom
“hr Whoese Hand Will the Deer Dis"
to express confidence im his own
ability,



#oEs (& ARG W ok ~ AL E~DF) B
Me— 0] Ao bidhi Bl favfl BT~ 2 A5 40
ELfr AL FERELMEYY SaHRRIME RO
Argifle He— RIFiee M @ELE Mo
s ML B R ro R — @i AR 0 e mLs
HTESALr kI Ermn T —FLE- M L4l
Tor sides O TRE ML whi Bl GRS Bl

[t Rodo i 2 Wy E0 » e Ko fiL ¥

B TAEE A A Fndds AR o o b
il SR ARy FaMIELTIRE Y RCES
AL ErEige s TorMe$rdi BLAECECTE
Brifde | EE - #HFi o @i : [ 45
15 K3 | BA{E 3 e Bl Frki A~ He LA o

]

MEERRY LLEE L WL TE— sy Loy
Wi A B s ed ey TE TRy RLALBSE- &1
LIEE S R L L TE T R T PR

[ &fdd T FrfideAerr — i Baps
. A5 o SR LR A s e A ELEL
SRR —— R ELMGEI A Eoed ]
il 8 B S liond AR TE o
B A

AR AN ED CERcie M | MOE-NT D . LR [ br
BT ] Al -
8 M

@ ArMoEe MM N BT ReRE TR TEY @
FrAIAIE o PERORGANE IS FIU T RANES 0 A T

Qe %

AN,

., THE GENTLEMAN
oM THE BEAM

During the Later Han dynasty,
there Hved a very famous scholar
named Chen Shr. One day, Chen
Shr carne home and dissovered a
rman hiding on one of the beams of
his howse, He first pretended that
he didn't s=e¢ thi= man, and went
ghout hiz business straightening
up hiz clothes He then sat down and
called His grandsons o him, saying.
“You must all study very hard, and
work conscientiously at  whatever
you do, so that later you will be
useful people, There are some people
in our soclety who do bad things—
not because they're naturally bad
people, but because they are unwill-
ing to work" He then pointed up
abeve his head  and  continued,
"Look! That gentleman up thers on
the beam is just this sort of person”

The thief hiding on the beam
was quite alarmed He climbed down,
kmeelt in front of Chen Shr, and beg-
ged for forgivensss. Chen Shr pat-
ted the thiel on the shoulder, and
said to him, "You don't ok like a
bad person; Fm sure that you must
come from a very poor family, Here,
Il give you some money; go start
a businessI" And with that, the
thief very gratefully beft

Evwen today, people sometimes
refer to a thief as “the gentleman
on the beam.”

1, &iEHm simple lile



HT ANBEIES FEF 08 b0l » FLEnd Pl
Bedzfogs i~ RZs@W{igsane Brge
Er i M AT [ o HleH el -

M Er W R ol TS I AP e 3R R #
AZr Bew— ks s FoTE A B ET KA
Rede e e M WrlIATY o M AR AL BT
o s — BB 4 MY o RN
fRLESFES Bt flu s ORGSR M2 e —
HRe R BT ol R e R RigERiVr AL REILe
18 Foi®d Fo i Kol ~ Fov FEFrEBL
HE L FoEi 4 S PRy MM ARTI
R TS SRR RS TR TR FS {5 e TR Y 18
» Hhi el BTy {ESTE o

ok 9 L e A RO R BV EE 0 EsRe B
e pR-SECEY LR TN R LR AR RN LY. ST
[ 40T | Wy Wm0 vt hy  #Weds L
M Loy mIABIELERe | EIE-IMEH #
T o0 ALE| BT 0 ARG LR Fadw
W lE oL ARy B b lpe il AL ey BT
Hodjz sk o
B oA

il S et A TR-RER Bl BRI Hoseebl-

— i BT B T i e W Ee TR
] ArHEE e

[ -
@O EAMEFECETE R o WA S0l e T
RETIER TS « dhe SRSAETCH MG B MM iR o @ ke

AR T T 0 MIEHRCSE M R F R e b 2
T IRE M B S B o

T0

7. TO QUENCH ONE'S
THIRST BY THINKING
OF PLIUMS

Tsau Teau was king of the king-
dom of Wei during the Three King:
dome Period He was intelligent,
quick-witted, and also wvery crafty,
One time, he led an army of over
DD men on a great march into
the wildemess. At that tRErE, Surmrmer
was just beginning, and the weather
was very hot and dry, The hot sum-
mer wind blew yellow sand all
around them The soliers, carrying
all of their weapons and dressed in
their heawvy and cumbersome suits
of armor, marched on for several
hours, They were tired, hot and
thirsty, and unable ¢ hold out much
longer.

Teau Tsau disciplined his troops
very severely, but when he saw his
soldiers begin to pass out one after
anather, he called out to them lbud-
Iy, “Up there ahead iz a plum tres

forest. The plums there are the best
for quenching thirst™ As the soldiers
thought about the plums, their
mouths began & watér. Finally,
their energy was restored, and they
reached their destination,

Thas, “to quench one’s thirst
by thinking of plums” means to sa-
tisfy one’s desire with an image of
whatever it is one longs for.
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7L TO WATCH THE DUST
SETTLE AND BE UMABLE
TO CATCH 1P

During the Northermn and Seuth-
erm Dynasties Period, there lved a
very capable man named Wu Ching-
i, who worked as a secretary for
the government offical Wang Yi-
Eung. When Wang Yi-gung was
executed by the emperor for a mis-
take that he had made, Wu Ching-
ir blamed himeelf, and resobved that
he would never again work for the
governiment,

Because Wu Ching—jr was so
talented, the mnext personm to il
Wang Yi-gung's position, 2 man
named Wang Kung, ako asked for
hiz help. But Wu Ching-jr refused,
saying, “I really don't understand
anything; Wang Yi-gung only asked
for my help because he liked e
If anyone else were to hire me, |t
would be [ike raising a fish in a tree,
orf putting a bird in water.” And with
this, he turmed and rode away on
hiz horse. Wang Kung raced after
him, but saw only the dust stirred
up by his horse galloping on ahead.
Mo matter how fast his horss ran,
Wang Kung could not catch up

Today, “to watch the dust settle
and be unable to catch up” means
to be too far behind another person
to be able to catch up, or too in-

ferior to bear comparison.
1. ﬂn I SECTEIATY

2. ® f£ responalbility
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72, THE “YOU' CANNOT
DECIDE

The “you' 1% a kind of wild ani-
mal which iz by nature extremely
suspicious.  Whenever it hears a
sound, it immediately becomes aicaid,
suspeciing that there iz a hunter
nealyy who is trying to catch it
or ancther animal that wants to harmn
it. It rung up into a tree and hides,
peeking out itz head and scanming
all around. After a while it climbs
back down, boking here and Iooking
there, Only when it I3 sure that
there is nothing arvund does it final-
Iy begin to relax. But then pretty
soom, it will again grow afraid, and
munning up into a tree, begin the
same routine all owver again. Time
and tirme again, the ‘you’ repeats
this, with the result that it spends
hali of its day munming up and
down trees, and wastes a ot of
CNErgy.

S0, when someone is very hesl-
tant, and canmit make a decision,
others often say of this person that
*the ‘you' cannot decide,”

condition .~ temper
b
confused

stealthily
wagted
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4. TO DRAW A SNAKE
AND ADD OM FEET

During the Warring States Pe-
riod, there lived in the kingdom of
Ch'u a temple caretaker who gave
to the people who worked for him
a pitcher of wime. But thers wern
a lot of workers and not much wine,
and if they were to split it evenly
among  themselves, nobody  would
get very much, Finally, one worker
suggested that they each draw a
gnake in the dirt, and whoever fi-
nished first would get the wine. So
they all began to draw, and the wor-
ker who finished first picked up the
wine, preparing to donk. But noe
ticing that others =till hadn't fi-
nished, be continued to draw, boast-
ing, "l can even give my =nake feet?
Before he could fimish, however,
a second person finished his snake,
and Immediately grabbed the wine
away from the first person, saying,
“Gnakes don't have feet how can you
add feet to yours? And the worker
whix had begun drawing the (eet
looked sadly on as his (riend finished
the wine

This idiom “to draw a snake and
add om feet,” has now come to mean
that taking extra measures affer
one has already satisfactorily come
pleted a task, or adding extra des
cription after one has already ex-
plained oneselil cearly, is harmiul
rather than beneficial
#  pot
B ® agree
# B comment
# B ooccur

B foot
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7. TO KNOT GRASS "éuﬂ
AND CARRY A RING

Du:ring; the %rmg and Autuimnn
Feried, there lived in the kingdom
of Chin a man named Wei He,
whose father had a young and very
beautiful concubine, After his father
grew old and fell ill, he told Wei
Ke that after his death, his son was
to marry the concubine into a swit-
able family. Later, when hiz illness
had grown worse and he was in &
state of delirium, he said that he
wanted the girl to commit suicide
and be bured with kim. Wei Ke felt
that he should obey what his father
had said when he was fully con-
scious, and 0 he married the girl into
a nice family. Later, Wel Ke was
in a battle which he was shout to
leze, when suddenly he =zaw am obd
man come tie a knot in the grass
in front of his enemy. His enomy’s
horse tripped over the knot, and
Wei Ke won the hattle, That night,
Wei Ke had a dream that the old
man came to him and said, “1 am
the father of the concubine, come
to repay you for not burying my
daughter with your father."

During the Han dynasty, there
lived a man named Yang Bau, who
was very kind and sympathetic. When
he was a boy, Yang Bau once carme
across an injured sparrow. He sawed
the Brthe bird, and treated itz
wounds. Many years later, this little
sparrow brought Yang Bau a ring
of jade.

Theretore, “to knot the grass and
carry a ring”™ means to repay Some
one for a kindness

1. £ ®  young

2. 8 B beautiful
3. & W suitab e
i. @ # suicide
B. M %  gram

6. £ B mercy
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5. HEAED ON THE STREET
AND SPOKEN OF [N THE ROAD

Mau Eung, of the kingdom of
CH, Ioved to exaggerate. He omoe
said to his friend Mr. Al “Some
strange things have been happening
around here recently. For instance,
theres a duck that layed 100 eggs,
all at once,” "That's imposasible,” Mr.
Ai replied Maw Kung thought a
minute and said, "Probably it was
three ducks” Seeing that Mr. As
gtill didn't bebeve him, he again
changed his mind, saying, ‘“Well
maybe it was ten ducks™ He then
continued, “Last month, a large
piece of meat fell from the sky. It
was thirty jang bong and ten jang
wide." Again, Mr Ai did not believe
him, and again May Kung tried to
change his story to make it more
belevable. At thiz, Mr. Ai eould
stand it no longer, and asked Man
Kung, “Who owna these ducks? And
where did this piece of meat fall?™
Mau Kung had no choice but to
tell the truth, “T didn't see it myseld;
I heard people talking sbout it in
the street"

Thus, "Heard on the Street and
Spoken of in the Riad" refers to
hearsay for which one has no proot.
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7. THREE IN THE
MORNING AND FOUR
AT NIGHT

There once lived a man called
Mr. Jiu, who loved to raise monkeys
Mr. Jiu prepared for his monkeys
a very comfortable place to live, and
personally fed them averyday. There-
fore, Mr., Jiu knew his monke ve very
wall, and the monkeys understood
everything that he said

Howewer, Mr., Jiu's monkeys ate
w0 much food that scon there was
ot enough left for his family. And
0 Mr, Jiu was forced to decrease
the amount of food he fed his mon-
keys

Mr. Jiu first went to talk to his
monkeys. He tokl them that from
then on, he would give them each
three chestnuts every moning, and
four every night. Bealizing that their
food supply was about to be de-
creased, these monkeys began to
jump up and down with displeasure,
S0 Mre Jiv sald, “Well, then, four
in the moming and three at might,
OKM And thinking that this was a
greater amount than before, the mon-
keye nodded their heads in agree-
ment.

Today, “three in the morming
and four at night” is used to describe
& person who is always changing his
mindd, =0 that one can never depend
an what he says

1. ¥ B lke

2. *® raise

3. B T monkey

4. #F B comfortable

5. B W close ( reladon )
8. B B perceive

7. & # opposs
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77. THE DEBT FLATFOEM
I5 BUILT UFP HH:H

When the Warring States Period
beganm, it was already nearing the
end of the Chou dynasty. Although
Chou King Man was the muler, he
had wery ltile real power. The
Seven Great States into which China
was divided were all very powerful
especially the kingdom of Chiin,
which planned o swallow up the
other six and become raler of all
China.

One day, the king of Ch'u heard
that the kingdom of Wei had defea-
ted Ch'in in battle. Seeing this as
their big chance, he went amnd sug-
gested to King MNan that everyone
cooperate to destroy Ch'in together.
Knowing about Chin's plan to in-
vade the Chou court, King Man readi-
Iy agreed Fealizing that the court
did not have enough money to pay
for the horses and weapons his troops
would need, King MNan borrowed
money from the rich people of his
kingdom, promising to pay them
back with inter=st after they had
wor the war.

As it tumed out, however, Ch'u
and Yan were the only two king-
doms to send out troope The war
was never fought, but the money
had been completely spent. The cre-
ditors gathered at the palace gates
every day to demand their money,
and King MNan was foroed to hide
up atop his high platform

Thus, when a person, ke King
Man, owes s0 much money that it
is impossible for him to pay it all
back, we can say that “The Debt
Platform Is Built up High"
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78. THE MAN MEAR THE

FRONTIER LOSES HIS HORSE

There once was g man who lved
near the fromtber, and made his living
raising horses. One day, a horse of
his ran across the border into barba-

rian  territory. When the man's
friends heard abowt thés, they all
came to console him, Only his father
didn't seem to care, saying, “Losing a
horze is not necessarily a bad thing”

A few days later, the horse re-
turned, and brought with it one of
the barbarians' steeds. The man's
friemds all came to congratulate
him, but his father said, "“Gaining a
horse just might be a bad thing.®

One day, the man who raized
horses went for a ride on this steed,
fell aff, and broke his leg. His
friends oice again came o consale
him, and wet his father still =aid,
“It's hard 0o say if breaking one's
leg = a good thing or a bad thing,™
A vear later, the barbarians attacked.
Many woung men went Lo war amd
died. but the man who raised horses,
because of his broken leg, stayed at
home and Lived

Thus, the meaning of thas idiom
is that it's hard to determine whe.
ther a thing will be harmful or be-
neficial. Many thimge which we
feel unfortunate tum out to be bless
ings in disguise, and many things
which we feel bemeficlal tum out
to have harmful side effects

1. W f§ pity
2. K W disaster
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Bld4E: H Ti— s W o 2 Biplsy: 58" There once was & farmer who
ar g x 2 Lo was always in a hurry. Right from
Woat: L [ odeE] Madkv e Tk 0 gl | the day he planted his moeds, he

o AR AL R0 | fl8 4kl i — hoped o have an early harvest. He
¥ o Y Ehe b dETL s P T : went to look at his fleld every day,
1r: R 695 e AR e & T LR A € wishing that the seeds would grow.
ErTi—frta— 4y, — Iz FREEELES The seeds finally did begin to
wp e E, ey u r sprout into tender green seedlings
TRAPEREL - A3 F?ﬁﬂ*ﬁ BLASFD AL but the farmer was still not sats-
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WiBE 9 s HLAI BITRTiMy r HE RO Tio | @ Bile tallr than before. It took
him all day, but the farmer was very
Bt pleased with himeelf,

The next moming, when the
M W HE e TR ORI 0 A R farmer's family went cllgul ko Ju:ni at

© FrHe s rBieEn o TR EENINEAEL . ReEeTeEr what he had done, every one of the

#rER AT - Butle seedlings was dead,
£ Today, this idiom means that
L B trying to huorry things up, rather

@ AR Sl WaRIpiR- . LeEBIE-G than [letting them take their own
e MeBaMETH RS o {090 AR M A N T B S | course, may be harmful rather than

beneficial,
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a0 TO ASK A FOX
FOR ITS SKIN

During the Chou dynasty, there
lived a man who wanted to make
a fur copt. He knew that fox skin
wag the best for making fur coats,
and so0 he went out to look for a
fox, to discuss the matter of giving
up its skin. Before long, the man
met up with a fox, and asked, “Mr.
Fox, woild you be willing o cut off
your skin and give it to me to make
a fur coat? The fox just walked
away, nid paying him the slightest
attention. So the man kept searching,
and he spon came across A second
fox, to whom he said, “Brother Fox,
your akin would most certainly make
a very warm coat. How about letting
me cut it off, OK? But the saeomd
fox lowered his head and ran as fast
as he could into the mountains

Today, people often say that
asking an evil person to act against
his own interests is like “asking a
foox for itz akin" —a hopeless request

fur clothes
fiox

fur
continue
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£1. WHEN THE MAF WAS
UNROLLED, THE DAGGER
WAS REVEALED

During the Warring States Pe
riod, the Ch'in army was drawing
very close to the border of Yan
So the erown prince of Yan took &
map of the Yan city of Du-kang,
and rolled & dagger up inside. He
then gave it t0 a man named Jing
Ke, ordering him to take it to Ch'in
and kill their king.

Meanwhile, the Ch'in general
Fan Wu-chi insulted the king of
Ch'in. The king offered a very large
reward for his head, and sa Fan fled
to Yan to escape. When he heard
dboait Jimg Ke's plan, however, he
decided to sacrifice himself for the
cause, and slit his throat, committing
suicide.

And 5o Jing Ke took Fan's head,
along with the map of Du-kang,
and presented them to the king of
Ch'in, surmunded on all sides by
armed guards. When the king saw
the map, ke thought that Yan was
ceding territory o him, along with
offering him Fan Wu-chi's head
and he was very pleased He imme.
diately unrolled the map, revealing
the shiny bright dagger. Jing Ke
grabbed the dagger and stabbed at
the king. Unfortunately, he missed
the king and hit only his sleeve.
And so0 two herces had sacrificed
themselves for their countries.

Today, this idiom is used to
mean that a person's plan i com-
pletely exposed, and there ks ne way
to cover it up.

1. % % rescue
2. ¥ ¥ sacrifice
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B2 TD HAVE 30 MUCH FUN
THAT OMNE FORGETS
ABDIUTT SHU

Licu Sham, =on of Liow Bei,
was ruler of the kingdom of Shu
Han during the Three Kingdoms Pe-
ik He was a coward who cared
only about amusing himself  and
knew nothing abstut ruling a country.

One time, the kingdom of Wei
attsclked Shu snd took Liou Shan
[PriscmieT.

The people of Wel gave Liou
Shan the title “Duke of Peace amd
Happiness™, and took hm to live in
their capital Liou Shan had so
much fun in the Wei capital that
he soom torgot he was the ruler of
a defeated kingdom One day, Se-
ma Jau, a very powerful Wei ge-
neral, invited Liou Shan over to din.
ner. Sz-ma Jau mtentionally hired
some people o perforen traditional
Shu somgs and plays at the dinmer,
in order to insult Liou Shan. When
Lina Shan’s subordinates heard the
music and saw the plays of their
homeland, they grew very sad, Only
Lipu Shan was completely unaffec-
ted, and coptinued deinking wine
and béfing merry. When Se-ma Jau
asked lam, “Don't vou miss Shu,
Licw Shan laughed and replied, “I'm
having s0 much fun here of course
| don't miss Shu” And so Sr-ma
Jau had even less respect for Liow
Shan.

Today, when a person is enjoying
himself sr muwch that he forgets
gbowt his home and his work, we
can say that he “is having so0 much
furn that he has forgotten about
Shu.”

1. & # administer
2. B W prisoner of war
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82 PRACTICE MAKES
PERFECT

Chen Yau-iz, of the Sung dy-
nasty, was a very talented archer,
He hit the bull's eye every time,
and o everyone called him “The
Magic Archer” Chen Yau-tz felt
that ke was the best archer in the
world, and se he was very proud

One day, as Chen was shooting
arrows, & man selling oil passed by,
and stood watching him for a long
time. “You know something about
archery?’, Chen Yau-tz asked the
man. “‘Look at how well | shootf
The man replied, *That’s nothing,
All it takes is practice.” This made
Chen Yau-tz wvery angry, and he
asked, “Dare you underestimate my
gkill a= an archer? Saving noth-
ing, the man took a bottlenscked
gourd, placed it on the ground, and
put a cofn with a square hole in the
center over the top. He poured oil
from a wooden ladle drop-by—drop
into the gourd, without sElling a
single drop on the coln The man
then twumed to Chen Yau-tz and
sald, “That was also nothing, Itf's
just a matter of practice makes
perfect.”

Thus, the meaning of this idiom
iz that skill eomes from repeated
practice.

1. &  shoot

2. K ATTOW

3. & o bull's-eye

4. B T a load upon the shoulder
5. W tothink little of

6. 3 & bottle gourd
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B4, UNCLEAR AND ABLE
TO GO EITHER WAY

During the Tang dynasty, there
lived & man named Su  Wei-dau,
who was very intelligent. He began
writing essayas when he was only
nine years old, and he did well on
every examination he ever took. As
an adult, he went to work for the
govemnment, and worked his  way
up from a low-bevel afficial o the
priEme mimister,

As prime minister, Su Wel-dau
was always afraid of of fending some-
ome aned losing his position. S0 when-
ever anyone asked his opinion, he
would always answer very vaguely,
sayving, "Well you could do it this
way, or you could do it that way"
He would often tell people that chey
should never make clearcut decisions
about anything, because if their
decisions were wrong, they would
have to take the responsibility. So
it was better to remain unclear, and
able to go either way. Therefore,
the people of Su Wei-dau's time
gave him the nickname, “Unclear
S,

And even today, we can still
say that a person who never seems
to have anmy opinion i8 “unclear and
ahle o go either way."

1 ERE  vague

2. i W to decde
d. % ¥ nickname
d. 8 W participate in
5. & K exam

6. & & soore

7. & R clerk

B. B B handle
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1. B B ample Bl o
2, & ¥ suffering B. M  soaked

3. B W dissuade 7. ¥ #§ mantis

4. — it equally
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85, THE MANTIS
STALEKS THE CICADA

During the Spring and Autumn
Period, the king of Wo often at-
tacked other kingdoms and caused
has awn people to suffer greatly as
a result. One time he decided o at-
tack the kingdom of Cl'u, and pro-
clamed that anyone who tried to
convince him otherwise would be
executed

Early one moming a few days
later, the king found his minister
Shau Ru=tz in the garden with his
slingshot, scaking wet. When the
king asked him what he was doing
there, Shau Ru-iz replied, “1 came
to the garden to practice my sling-
shot, and upon & tree branch | saw
a mantis which was about to catch
@ cicada, unaware- that there was
an oriole behind it shout to catch
both of them [ lifted my slingshiot,
and hit the oricle, right as it caught
the mantis, which had just finished
eating the cicada However, I didn't
notice the pool beside me, and with
one false step, 1 fell right in""When
the king heard this, he underatood
what Shau Ru-tz meant, and can-
celled his plans to attack Ch'u.

Thus, when a person is 50 ob-
sessed with obtaining what is in
front of him that he does not notice
the danger behind ham, we can say
that “the mantis stalks the cicada,
unaware of the oriole behind”
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g6. THE MANTIS LEGS
STOP THE CHARIOT

One fine moming, Duke Juang
of CH'i was on his way out hunting
with some of his attendanta. He sat
in his chariot, enjoying the scenery,
when suddenly he noticed a small
green bug headed towards them Hea-
lizing that the Btk bug was about
to ke mun over by his chariot, he
ordered the driver to stop, and bent
down to have a closer look. This
lttde big was hanging onto  the
wheel of the chariot with s sickle-
like legs, completely undaunted by
the fact that he would be crushed
to death if the chariot were to
mave even a tiny bit.

“Thiz little bug s called a
mantis,” one of the attendants told
Duke Juang. "It only knows how o
g6 forward, and sven when it meeis
up with an éenemy that is bigger and
ptromgrer than itself, it still won't
retreat.”

Duke Juang nodded and =aid
“This is truly a brave [ittle bug.
Any persom who can be like it is
certamnly courageous”

Teday, when a persom is un-
aware of his own limitations and
believes that he can defeat an
enemy who is much bigger and
stromger than himself, we can say
that “the mants’ legs stop the cha-
riot.”

1. ¥ % hunt

2. ¥ W enjoy

3. H § senery

d. L] wheel

5. E B flatten

6. # t# oo fall backward
T. B B to dodge
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ET. TRICKS OF THE
CHIAN DONEEY

In Guizhou, China, there am
no donkeys, and so people who live
there don't even know what 8 dom-
key looks like.

Omne day, a persom from ano-
ther place brought a donkey to Gui-
rthou and tied it to a tree at the
foot of a mountain. Alomg came a
tiger, who thought that this was a
vepy strange animal indeed, and
fearing that he was no match for
it, dared only to quictly watch it
from & distance, When the donkey
began o bray, it scared the tiger
s0 that be tumed and ran away.

After a while, the tiger grew
used to the donkey's appearance and
its noises. He went up to the donkey
and bumped il on purpoee, just b0
see what 1f would do. The donkey
grew wvery angry, but its only re-
sponse was to kick at the tger a Bt
tle, The tiger then realized that
although this dembey was very large,
there was really nothing that it
could do, and so he ate it

“Chian” is another name for the
province of Guizhou, The idiem
“Tricks of the Chian Donkey” refers
to a person who, lke this donkey,
puts onm a geod act, but actually has
mo real talent

1. % # a provinee in
eruasiland China

2, W donkey

3. ¥ & strange

i, B 18 afraid

5. % % frightened

6. & W abitity
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88 T} HOLD THE FLATE
EVEN WITH ONE™S
EYEBROWS

Dring the Eastern Han dymas-
ty, there lived & man named Liang
Hung, who made his living raising
piga. He married a girl named Meng
Guang, who was from a wery rich
family.

After they got married, Meng
Guang moved up inte the mountains
with Liang Hung. She began to
dress in plain clothes, and every day
when Liang Hung got hore  from
work, she would bring him his food
on a platter which she carmied al-
most as high as her eyehrows In
their free time, they would read or
play the ch'in together. They led a
very happy bfe.

Today, we can use this idiom
to describe a husband and wife who,
like Liang Hunmg and Meng Guang,
kove and respect each other very

much,

1. ¥ F  maintain
2. ¥ ¥ ambition
3. B ¥ refuss
4. B ugly

b, M & tradition
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85, THE REINS ARE LONG
BUT STILL DON'T REACH

During the Spring and Autuenm
Period, the kingdom of Ch'u once
attacked the kingdom of Sung. The
king of Sung sent someone to call
on the king of Chin, to ask for his
assigtance in resisting Ch'w

The king of Chin was all ready
to help Sung, when his minister Ba
Tzung said to him, “Of course, |t
would be good if we could help
Bung. Howewver, given the present
situation, | do mot think thag it
would be a good idea. People of an-
cient times had a saying: "Although
the reins are Jong, they still cannot
reach the horse's belly' Gramted,
we are gtrong, but we ame no match
for CHu. When two tigers fight, the
one which i=n't killed will at least
be mjured. 1 say we wait and see
what happens before deciding what
to o™

Aned 80 the king of Chin, decid-
ing that his minister was nght, re-
fused to help the kingdom of Sung.

Thus, “The Reins Are Long
But Still Don't Reach™ is used to
mean that despite 8 person’s good
intentions, he is unable o be of BIY
assistance,

1. & B to wviait

2. M Bh asdst

3. I T resist

4, ® W mest

5. H 1k prevent

B. 3 & strong and prosperous
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A ‘ya’ is a traditional Chinese
B Be o et A g o muslcal instrument which one plays
. L i T ¥ LT T b}'hlnwing-ﬁiniﬁhiunruhrﬁ[
WEAPRCEIZ2RITE» FORS IV RALL o the kingdom of CWi during the
e TS SN =4 b ATHE B FeArFo e Warring States Period, loved to lis-
= r T . b = T I.Eﬂtﬂl'h:!-lh'l-d'nfn'n.lﬂt.ﬂ.l'ldm
Bt i i %J*n LIRLERLR Lk he hired an ensemble of 3 yu
$ie Hw—Fir» s W2EsBEIBEFEELTE | players to go live in his palace.
® 4o, % X . s e One day, a poor man named Mr.
AERUAe Ehlbns M8 M =B RERT AR O O eperately in
R AR X LN D AN Ti' o B T I I need of something to eat, sneaked
& s I i proghs ., T A into the palace and joined the yu
BT ﬁ?ﬁt‘“: L2893 ok et ensemble. Unfortunately, Mr. Nan-
ool TRy ML s Tl v A34enEeIs Ti#E  guo could not play the yu at all
i Lo ool oIkt B AL o and 30 whenever the ensemble per-
TRERE R R Rl farmed, he would have to pretend,
B @A After King Shivan died, King
Mi k he throne. King Mi
EHE ECE A TR Tr) Al R g E:adﬂ:f :m:s;r, R
ErlerLIErEE AL » EifEi W R R - red o listen to solo performances,
8 @ rather than to the whole ensemble
| playing together, 5o one day, he
@ ) Bebet e T rant o AL RS Ae s A=A pi By called each player in separately, and
Heor Wodgfe— @ AR ECEE o D e iRam asked him o play a song. Mr. Nan-

T v s = . : I e St EU0 WAS a5 nervous as 8 cat on a
WEALRE B8 AS B TG Ao a0 oY ¢ BT BTSSRI hot G fwof. sure that if he were

: discovered, he would be found guil-

ty of tricking the king. And so as

. B O® music 4. i F in the first place quickly as possible, Mr. Nan-gue
. B # often origirally sneaked quietly away.

# A treatment  receive §. % & assemble Today, we can use this idiom

i refer to a person who has no
real talent, but is part of a group
only =o that the group will have
enough members.
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L. AN IRON PESTLE CAN

BE GROUND DONWH TO
A NEEDLE

During the T ang dynasty, there
lived a man mamed Li Bo. When
Li Bo was a boy, he was not very
serious or persistent about anyihing,
Whenewer he encountered a problem
with whatever he was doing, he
would simply give up and not work
on b anymare,

Then one day, Li Ba came ac.
reas an old women who was holding
an irom rod, and grinding it with
all her might on a large mock. When
Li Bo went over and asked the
woman why she was doing this, the
woman replied, "I want to grind
thiz iron rod down to a needle,” Li
Ba laughed and asked, “How are you
ever going to do that?' But the
woman replied, “"What's your hurrey?
As ong as | work hard at this ew
ery day, eventually, cne day, it will
become a needle” Li Bo was wvery
moved by this old woman's words
From that day on. he began to stu.
dy wvery hard, and when he grew
up, became one of China's greatest
poeis

And s¢ today, the idiom, "An
Iron Pestle Can be Ground Down
to a Meedle™ means that as long
as we persevere, we will certainly
be suc-cesaful

young

PErsE Yerance

meoved (emotonally)
touchid

iron club

with all one's might
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a2 THE SNIPE AND THE
CLAM HAVE A QUARREL

There omnce was a river clam
who climbed uwp out of the water
to sun himsell on the shore Along
came 4 snlps, who thought that
the clam's pink meat would make a
very good hmeh, and stuck his loog
besk into the clam's open shell But
before the snipe could reach the
meat, the clam snapped his shell
ghut wery hand, trapping the snipe's
beak inside,

The snipe began to regret hav
ing ever tried to eat the clam, but
he pretended that he dido’t care,
saying, “You idit] By holding me
like this, you can't go anywhere, ei-
ther! If it doesn't rain within the
next couple of days, wou'll certanly
dry up and diel” But the clam very
coldly  answered, “If | hold wour
beak until tarmarrow, Yoo will surely
die of hunger?” And so they contin-
ued, each refusing to give in, until
a fisherman came by and snatched
up the both of them

Thus, the idiom “The Snipe and
the Clam Have A Quarrel” is used
to mean that when two parties have
a dquarrel and refuse (o compromiss,
it s the third party that benefits

1. il # elam

2. @ B warm

3. @ B =nipe

4, 5% ®| clam shell
5. & 1 forceful
6, & 1§ regret
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g3 TO CORRECT ONE'S
ERRDORS AND MAKE A
FRESH START

There once was & boy named
Jou Chu, who grew up without a
father, Because he had no one to
watch over him or teach him Joo
Chu never studied very hard, or did
anything wery worthwhile. He was
big and strang, and often hit pecple,
and s0 he was knowm by everyone
as a good-for-nothing youngster.

When Jou Chu grew up, he
was both feared and hated by every-
one in his village. The wvillagers
would hide whenever they saw him
cormgng, because no one wanted o
be amound him One day, he asked
his neighbor Wang San why every-
ane always responded to him in this
way., Wang San replied, “In the moun-
tains to our south, there Eves a
fierce tiger, amd under the bridge,
there lives the flod dragon And
now there's you, the third tyramt,
making us all live each day with
our hearts in our mouths, Why can't
you change your ways?™ Jou Chu
decided then and there that he
would change hes errors and make
a fresh start, He first went Into
the mountains and killed the fierce
tiger, and then he killed the flood
dragon. Finally, he left his home-
town and went sbroad to study.
And after ten years of hard work,
he became a very well-known acho-
lar.

Today, when a person, like Jou
Chu, changes his faults and be-
comes like & new person, we can
say that he has “corrected hiz errors
and made a fresh start”
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9. TO EAT OMES
OWHN FRUIT

During the Warring States Pe.
rined, there lived a man named Chiou
Jiun, who went one day to visit a
monk. When the momk saw that
Chiou Jiun was not & govermnment
official, he was eald and indifferent
towards him. Right then, the =on
of & high-ranking military of ficer
came along, wearing his  uniform
and followed by bodyguards, Smiling,
the monk immediately went over
and began to entertain him Chiou
Jiun could not believe that this
monk could be s0 snobbish, and =o
after the officer's son beft, Chiou
Jiun went cver to the monk and very
angrily asked him the reasom for
this difference in his attitude, The
monk replied, "You've misunder
stocdl Those peosple to whom [ act
politely. I don't mnecessarily think
much of inside, and those people
whom 1 like inside, | don't see the
need to treat so politely,”

Upon hearing this, Chiou Jiun
lifted the cane that he was holding
in hiz hamd, and knocked the monk
over the head, saying, “Hitting vou,
then, means that | bve you. There-
fore | must hit yow; please forgive
mel”

Today, when something bad
happens to a person as a direct re-
ault of something that he has done
wrong, we can say that that person
is “eating his own fruit"”

1. &1 ™ ok
28 RAFEF In an unenthusiastic

manmer .~ litthe inten=si

3. ¥f ¥ bodyguards

4. B 7 receive

5 ® {F pasion

d. & & misunderstanding
7. M £+ heart

8. ® M surface
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45, TO OFFER THE
WARMTH OF THE SUM
Ohvce dpim a time, in the king-
dom of Sung, there was an old far-
mer who Bved a very thrifty and
simple life. He lived in a hut made

of bamboo, and wore tattered clo-
the=s made of ocotton

When winter came, the weather
turned s cold that the farmer could
nod stop shivering. Even when he
put on all of his clothes, he stll
was not warm enough He wanted
to build a fire, but fuel was too ex-
pensive. He really didn't knew how
he would ever make it through the
winter.

Day by day, the winter passed;
the sky cleared, and the sun came
out, The farmer moved a stool cut.
side, and sat there enjoying the warm
sunshime. He said o his  wife,
“Warming oneself in the sun is 3
winderful thing which others have
not yet discovered | am going to
take this sun and present it to owr
king. 1 will show him how much
we care for him by offering him the
very best we have. Fm aure the
king will be very pleased”

Today, people can use this idiom
io express modesty when giving a
gift to someone else, It means thar
the gift s not wery expensive or
valuable,
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95, TO REAR A TIGER
I5 TO COURT CALAMITY

In the final years of the Ch'in
dynasty, both Liou Bang and Shiang
Yu were leading troops in battle
against the kingdom of Ch'im, each
hoping to overthrow the king. They
had signed a treaty stating that
whoever fought his way into the
capital first would be the wictor
Liou Bang was the first to enter the
capital, but he was followed closely
by Shiang Yu. Because Shiang Yu
had more troops, Liow Bang did not
dare to enter imto direct conflict
with hm, and so0 he retreated from
the capital

With the help of his capable ad-
visor Jang Liang, Liou Bang grew
more powerful while Shiang Yu,
on the other hand, grew weaker,
So when Liou Bang ssked Shiang
Yu to sign a treaty with him, ag-
reeing not to atteck each other, Jang
Liang =aid to him, “Right mow we
are stronger than Shiang Yo If
we  dom't take advantage of this
opportunity and destroy  him, i€l
be just like raising a tiger and wait-
ing for it to attack w Isn't this
rather dangerous®™

And so Liou Bang broke the
agreement snd sttacked Shiang Yu.
Shiang Yu was defeated, and In the
end, committed suicide.

Thus, the idiom, *To Rear a
Tiger iz to Court Calamuty “means
that sympathizing with one’s enemy
15 4 very dangerous thing.

1. # W overthrow

2. # S appoint { ment )
. % B win

4. & {1 on the contrany

6. i ™ conflict

6. B 8B seeds of misfortune
7. W 18 breach of faith

B. & I lose
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o
read. He mever wasted a single mi-
nute, but spent all of his spare time
everyday reading,

One day, Li Ml had to go to
a faraway place to take care of
some business. Mot wanting to waste
any tme on the way there, he took
all of the books that he wanted to
read and humg them on one of the
horms of his o He then climbed
up onte his ex's back, and with a
book in one hand and the reins in
the other, began his journey.

On the way, Li Mi was spobted
by Yang Su, a wvery well-known
scholar of the tme. Mot wishing to
mterrupt Li Mi while he was an
ahaorbed i his reading, Yang Su
instead followed behind the ox, wait-
ing until Li Mi looked up to get
a new book. Yang Su then rode up
to Li Mi and greeted him, praising
him highly for his attitude towards
reading.

Today, we can say that a per-
gofi who is 5o diligent in his studies
that he finds a way to make use of
every minute is "hanging books on
the ox's hom”

waste

delay  hold wp
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horms
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498 TO PAINT EYES
ON THE DRAGOMN

In amclent tirmes, there lived a
very famous painter named Jang
Seng-vau, All of Jang's paintings
were memarkably  true-to-life; o
matter what his subject, he always
made it look exactly like the real
thing.

Cne day, when Jang Seng-vau
went to wvisit a temple, the monks
there asked him to paint a mural
on their wall, He was at first going
o refuse, but at the monks' insist-
ence, he agreed, and began to paing
four dragons. All of the dragons
looked wvery fierce, and ready to fly
right off the wall Many of the tour-
igte who were watching him paint
said, “They all look wvery real indeed
But why don't you paint on eyes?”
Jang Seng Yau repled, "All 1 need
to o i very Lightly dot eyes om
these dragons, and they will fly
away into the sky.™

Seping that no one believed
him, Jang Seng-vau took his brush
and dotted eyes onto one of the
dragonzs. The dragoen’s eyes blinked
once, and suddenly everythang grew
dark. There was a bolt of lightning
and a clap of thunder, and the dra-
gom took off into the sky.

Toeday, the idiom “Te Paint Eyes
on the Dragon” can be used to des
cribe any work of art — a painting,
a piece of wriling, a moae, etc,
to which the artist has added a spe-
clal touwch at just the rght point,
causing the entire work to come
aleve,

1. M templ
2. 1 M monk

3. % W wall munal
4. ¥ F trawmler
5. E i dusk

6. W wall
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. TO NEGLECT THE ROOT

AND ATTEND TO THE TIP

During the Warring States Pe.
riod, the king of Ch'i once sent a
messenger to the kingdom of Chao,
tn £all on the king and deliver a
ketier sending his regards. Before
the king of Chao even opened the
letter, he asked the messenger, “How
are the crops in Ch'i growmg  this
vear! How are the people? Iz the
king in good health?” The messenger
very angrily amswered "It is the
king of Ch'i who sent me to call
on you, and yet you first ask about
the crops and the people. Could it
be that you are concerned more with
the [owly than with the nobhle?”
The king replied, *You doa't wn-
derstandd. If we know that a country
has no crops, how could it have any
people? And if it has no  people,
where does the king come from?
Could it be that you want me o
neglect the root, and attend to the
tip#”

Today, the idiom "To MNeglect
the Root and Attend to the Tip™
means 0 attend to trifles o the
neglect of the essentials,

to break -~ tear up
conceps

wrong

o send soemenne

;o o b
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10 TD SEEK SMALL GAINS
BUT MNCUR BI: LOSSES

In ancient times, the king of
Ch'in once led his army to attack
the kingdom of Shu. When the army
reached the Shu border, however,
they dizcovered that the terrain
was all mountaing, and the mads
were full of bumps Mo ome could
figure out how to get through

Finally ane of ithe soldiers
thought of a way to trick Shuc the
men ook five large rocks and chisled
them inte cows. They then placed
several gold pieces hehind each cow,
and told people that the cows' ma-
nure could wrm inte gold When the
king of Shu heard this, he =ent
many BLTONE YoOumg men to go fix
the road, and bring back the five
cows But as the cows were being
pushed hack, the Ch'in army was
right behind them And so when
the cows arrived, the kingdom of
Shu was destroyed At that point,
the king of Shu reaBzed that in
seeking a litthke bit of Ch'in's gold
he had lost hi=s entire kingdom. He
thoroughly regretted having  been
so greedy, but it was already too
late.

Thus, the idom “To Seek Small
Gains But Incur Big Losses” means
to make a small profit but incur a
great los= as a result,

border

difficulties

open - carve out
intentionally
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