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Preface

The Chinese have a long history and inherit abundant
humanistic thoughts and wisdom. As time progresses, our
culture is becoming ever richer and more diverse. Whether
Chinese culture can take root and be passed down to future
generations depends on whether we are faithfully writing
down the vast and profound contents of the culture and

promoting the education of overseas Chinese.

The QCAC has endeavored to sponsor cultural and
educational activities in overseas Chinese communilies.
We have compiled a series of Chinese language textbooks
and put them in print. Theses materials enable overseas
Chinese to understand Chinese culture, raise their language
abilities. Despite of changes in time, they can still gain
ancestors” wisdom from history, and learn the Chinese

philosophy of getting along with people.

OCAC ,Republic of China(Taiwan)
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Editor’s
Preface

In daily life we will cccasionally encounter a few
idiomatic expressions which not only enrich our
vocabulary but also enable uws 0 communicate even
more effectively. Therefore, familiarity with idiomatic
expresions is a great aid to our speech and writing,

Idioms have many origins, Some originated in
gtories from history, some in folk legends, some in
poctry and fiction, and others were decived from
China’s classical literature, Stories From Classicel
Ailusions does not include all the sources indicated
ghowe, but i a selection from them, The idioms

selected generally have two common characteristics:
the first is that these stories all have a historical back-
ground, and the second is that the “idiom stories™
anthologized In this book are rather interesting or of
a satirical nature. Moreover, during the composition
of these storics a dialogue stvle was adopied whenever
possible for more lively, less boring reading.

It is hoped that through reading this book the
reader will be able to take an interest towsrds Chinese
“idiom stories”, At the same time it is hoped that
the reader will make progress in leaming even more
idioms, =0 that in conversation and in writing he may
employ a richer vocabulary.

L. CHAD
May, J985, Taipr
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Preface to The Overseas Chinese Library

Edirar's Preface

Cantents

Carve into the Boat to Find a Sword

Add Legs fo a Smake

Teng-Shin fmitares Her Sisters Frown

13

The fdeal Son-in-law

17

Cooking the Hounds Once the Hares Are Caught

21

Mao Sul Recommends Himself

23

Flaunting One's Praficiency

29

Carrving a Bod to Ask for Punishmeni

33

A Fake Yii Player

37

The Mantis Seizes The Cicada

4]
45

Ch'u Somg from Alf Sides

Cafching Sparrows Near a Doorstep

49

Spilt Water Cannor Be Gathered

53

Building a Fire of Beanstalks for Boiling Reans

57

Too Happy to Think af Shu

]

Like a Knife Spiitting Bamboo

05

Faper in Lo-yang Becomes Expensive

69

Resting upon One’s Spear and Wait for Davbreak

73

Misraking a Bow's Reflection for a Snake

)

The Blind Man Riding the Blind Horse

&1

Every Bush as an Enemy Soldier

a5

A Braoken Mirror Iz Reassemblad

B9

A Beaguty and Peach Blossoms

93

The Name Appears Behind Sun Shan
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Carve Into
The Boat
To Find A Sword

Dxiring the Spring and Autumn period (722476 B, C), rhere was @ muan
Jrom the state of Ch'y who lived on the east bank of the Mi-lo River. One day
the man wanled o go to the western bank of the rver to call on g friend. He
pul o bright and fresh new clothes and the fype of kat that men from Ch'lu
liked the mogt, He sang songs all the way to the riverside, After discussing the
prive of the trip aoross the river with the boatran, the man from Ch'u boarded
the boat and saf near the stern, He drew the sword he wore and tapped out a
beat with it ar Ae contimued o sing o song, finding greal foy in this,

The more the man smg, the happier he wag: and the more he vamved Ris
swired around, the higher it went. He tang and song until he was really feeling
good, Then afl of g mudden he carelessly flung the sword Into the Mi-le River.

Ar the time, the boat had just gotien to the middle of the river, Gregt
waves rocked the boar back and forth and the man from Ch'u was very con-
cerned about hix ozt sword, From inside @ cloth wrapper ke pulled our a wmiall
krife and on the stern of the boar carved out @ smaill micke. “This iz where my
precions sword fell info the water, ™ he misribled ro kivoelf

He mumbied and mumbled fo himzell uaril the waves finally calmed
Then the man from Ch'lu requested the boaiman fo stop bear the river bank 5o
thar he could dive into the water and retrieve kit precious sword, The boatman
did ax ke reueited and anchored near the bank,

The mian from Ch'u then jumped into the river from where he had cur o
niche fn the boat fo go search for kis precious sword, He searched for a long
tirve and found nothing. Instead, his fingers were wounded by a crab's pincers,
The only thing he could do was swim reluctantly back to the boar. He con-
finued fo praiter o Rimzell, “How could [ mot kave found 07 T clearly made
a rrark with my krife, w0 this st be exaetly where if fell into the waler, ™

e B (literally) to carve a niche into the boat in order to find &
lost sword—to be stubbornly unimaginative; to do something
in a very stupid way,

- bank; shore

o Aty bright and fresh {clothes)

I stern of a boat

LIE 2 to tap out a beat (for a singer etc.)

CRCEE L to find joy in one's own way (regardless of what others may

think)
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to swing; to throw; to tos

o rock or shake; to swing to and fro
L0 WOrTY

o mumble

to anchor

crab

o grasp; to hold

very reluciantly
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Add
Legs

During the Spring and Autumn period (722476
B C), in the city of Ying in the Swate of Ch'u there
lived three wery lazy and idle mer. They would often wir
in ¢ favern, ploying pames ard drinking

Ome day the three men were chatfing again im @
tavern,  One of the men soid, "Ir s boring fo alvarys
play drinking pomes.  Today let's play a new gamel”

"OK.!" said another. "o what should we play?™

"Let's have g drawing contest,” answered the first
FriEH,

“How do we compete?”™ asked anoither.

“Let’s compere by drawing smaker  Whoever
finizhes first, gets the botrle of wine,” replied the firsi

Ta A Sn ak e . After discussimg it, the three men asked the tavern



- ,émm mmmu Fe-% no ok # ¥
u.nm o ﬂm.ﬂ.ﬂ_. T o W ...nw#.u.ﬂ_ : o . WAoo
€ & p¥-F WMARE B 2k W OWE . -
¥ WoR¥THoHEAR - EDE Mo -Fod¥ WE
E O CUBLETREHE phEMowmIaww EY
~ RPLERMEMR WX WRUEE - wENEE wE
¥ wmmmmwmammw ERERYRECHEr &0
 EEgAlwIREUF - 9wk EEUEIEE i
- Sy Eesekwdeh Eviiudasn Wi
Jrrrm:__% Xe W W, R RRER X
%

F
AeL

~" T 3. AENY

& 5
] - LT vi w) e

M ek -

i
-

3
b
n
[

-
*
L

A KA ﬁ...;_...,..; AT

,a«f..



owner for @ fow willow branches thar hed been bumi ingo
charcoal,  They then squaried down on the grodnd fo draw,
Mot long gfter, Mr, Chang finished drawing. He streiched
his hand out fo fake the wine bt noticed that beside him,
Lee and Wang were silll slowly drowing the heads of their
smzkes, They hed mor even started on the bodiesf

Chang thawghe to kimself, "It will probably be dark
by rthe time they fimish drawing. There iz no harm in just
adding a few legs to the snake.  Thea they will really be
conrinced of defeat.” Ko he pleked up bz charcoal again
ard began fo drow the tnake's lags,

Shortly after, Wang finished drawing. He picked up
the wine and poured it info kis mouth. Charg put out hix
hand fo stop kim ard gaid, T fimished firer, how can pou
steal my winae?"

Warg made a face at ki, ther grinning happily sid,
"Who rold you fo draw legs? When hove you ever seen a
smake wirh fegs!"

EEEIRE (literally) to add legs to a snake while
painting {t—to make undesirable addi-
tiong, superfluous.

o | lazy and idle

i o play the finger-gusssing game (usually
in drinking)

fTimiar o play wine-drinking games

o] e i idly chat

Hemy o have some | ..

R new

BT activities for entertainment or relaxation

FipcE £ willow branch

A big charcoal

m to squat

gL F irritatingly slow

L no harm in . . . ; might as well

LHE O HE to be dncerely convinced of defeat or to
#dmit somebody's superiority, etc. with
alncerity

HCEh Zgain; anew

i to pour

1 to stop; to obstruct; to hinder

ir to grab

T 1H ALig to make & face at (someons )
Fof grinning happily







Tung-shin
Imitates

Her Sister’s
Frown

Dring the Spring and Autuma. period [ T22.475 B.C 1 there
were e sisrers who fived fn g villsgpe in the State of Yiek The
elder sister was called Tung-shik and Younger Hyi-shik,

Helshih wag fair, and a5 besurifil gy a poddess. Whenever
she would wash her clothes by o stream, the fisk would see how
beaurifid she was and shyly wlip away info the water. But sver since
she war voung, Seishil was wealk and Fad an ilfness thar caused an
aching pain in her heart. Each rime her chest ached she would press
her hands against her heart and knit ker brow,  Since she was ex-
tremely lovely, even when she would clurch her heart and frown,
this was also a beguriful thing that artracted others® love and af
Jection for her. Everyone in the village felr rhar she was sven more
Beaeriful whan she did rhis

Hiighih'’s older gister, on the other hand, was exactly ihe
opposite.  She had g flat nose, o lorge mouth and was even cross-
-eved. She saw that it was beautiful when her sister would grazp her

o
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heart and knir her brow, She learned how o knit ker own Brow and squing ker eyes. She would then clemch her heart with
Both hands and reveal @ mouthful of erooked reeth,

Every time Tung-shih steggered through the village, graiping her heart and knitting her brow oz Hebshih wonld, the
villagers would all be so frightened they would hide in their homes with door and windows thut tight, @z if they were escaping
@ plague, When the children sow her they would seremm and holler as if they had seen the devil Tt is said thar on those nighes
the children would even have nightmares.

HE ey

L8
7 b
TEFEA W

_IIH:IE'EM

E
o

£
O

LB ]

(literally) Tung-shih, an ugly woman,
koitting her brow in imitation of the
famous beauty Hsi-shih, only to make
hersell uglier—to copy others and make
onesell look foolish,

person's name

person’s name

(of & woman) fair as flowers and the
TR

as beawtiful 25 a poddess

amal] stream; brook; rhvulst

shyly

thin and weak; emackated and frail
aching

disease; illness

the middle of the chest; the plt in the
upper part of the stomach

to hold something in both hands

to frown; 1o kndt the brow
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even if, even though

to knit (the brow) to draw together
o cause or attract other's ténder love and
affectbomn

exacily; by coincidence

flat

CRodg-gyed

i knit the braw

appearance; look

to narrow the eyes

to have a mouthiul of (food, honeved
wiords, efc.)

very buck or protruding teeth

to sway back and forth; to swagger

to frighten; to be frightensd by
epidemic; plague; peatilapce

10 scream and holler

devil; demon; evil spirit

nightmare

12
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The Ideal
Son-in-law

During the Spring and Autumn period, Duke Mu of
Chin (659621 B.C) hod o daughter Nume-vil who wat g
talented pan pipe player. One day she had ¢ dream that an
elegant young man appeared in the southwestern sky and rode
a brilliantly colored phoenix up to her window, He ssid to her
through the curtain, T am the keeper of Mouns Taihus |
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 have been ordered
- by the Jade Emperor
g descend do earth and

After speaking, e took cut o

Jade flure and played a bemutiful rune,

ﬁﬂ-ﬂm aj"_rﬁgjﬂr.it_i'm.r{' Was peagnificent and
ﬂmﬁ}ﬂ?ﬁﬁ.ﬂ;:m]‘ fgr pan pipe to play with him, Together, the flute and pan pipe were fike birds twitiering in a forest.
- Tiemee moraing Nung-vii told her farher about the dream. The Duke thus sent someone to M Taikua io segrch flor

theyvoung man.  After [ooking for @ long fime e fingll
.H-'III:C-T Hifga Shik arrived ar e _r.l!T.'.:ﬁ,': - Mike Mu waiered i Fest kim0

8o he ordered the man to play g song o a [Tute,
Hsiao Shifftook cut a jade fute. With @ toortoof, ke began to play, Numg-wil felr vhar the sound of the flure was
o5 beaurificd a3 i fer dream,
Dhke Mueand Nung-fi borh jiked Heizo Shih g great deal and on the day of the Mid-aufumii Festival Nung-yii and

HJJEEH SRR were Hrﬁh“h’{'l’.ll. _.-]_.'.l'p" fRE % l_'.g'.j'hl..t' Itie :._-\,'|I|'_||'! fived |||.'|'l|:'_.'.:.'||'.'_ o

togerher in-farmony.
Thevizext year on the dey of the Mid-gunemn Festival, fust as Hslao Shih and Numg-p ! were playing heir nsrruments
tageiier uhder tie moen Nght, @ phaenix and a dragon saited in on clods and landed on a ricardy tower,
I was then that Hitao Shih soid to Nung-vil, “F way origingily one of heaven's dnmiortaly,  Because owr names are

engraved on Hie Stiwe of Three Incornations, I deseeided fo earth

19 MY W

* Jousd @ man named Heigo Shih ai the foot af the mountain,

g {f fe was the man I by dogdhirer s dream,

g the Tute, the other playing the pan pipe,

1, Mot we sl renien fo heaven pow

Wirh flsiao Shih on the dragon, and Nung-Wll riding the phoenix, the two of them fTew rway info the sky together,

IR R

fi 1=
I
MLV A

Jowah

I UL S

I~ M

(literally) an ideal son-in-law thar rides
upcn a - dragon—an - intelligent  and
prommising son-in-law,

to exeel ing to be good at

a kind of pan pipe with 13 reeds

{of a young man) graceful bearing o
@lepant demeanos

moLngin's wame

the Jade Emperor, supreme deity in
Taoism

to degeend 1o earth from heaven (said
Of supernatural B2ings or gods in
mythalogy |

Lo get mearried

ajada fute

appealing to the ear;
listen to

fascinating to

ML
|I_:_| Ilj_l'
A il 2

(in old China) the wedding ceremony
in which the bride and groom underwent
the kneeling rituals in the ceremonial
hall,

(literallyy The man sings, the wife
fellows—domestic harmony

male phoeiix

dragon

to arrive on sailing clouds

an Immortal; a supernatural being
Stone of Three Incarnations or marrjage
stone;, in Chinese custom marriages are
determined three lives in advance and
recorded on this stone,

heaven

in pairs; together

1o [y away inia the gy
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With rthe assistance of Fan Li and Wen
Chung, King Kowchien of Yieh not only re
covered the territory occupied by the Kingdom

-
o W, Bt aleo k e,
Cooking 1 = o e
W kimg, Pu<ch'al (405 — 477 B ), was e
The HO unds rowrded by rows and rows of Yieh froops

Thus, the Wu kirp decided ro deal with the

Yueh king b his aid i,

Once The Hares . .:ioc:issn
which said, “When the hare is dead, the hounds

Are caught will also be killed and eaten by their master.

Wait until you have eliminated King Kou-chien'’s
enermies and he will also ger rid of you, ks advisors, You had better leave the Kingdom of W intect 5o a5 o have @ route
Jor yoidr refreart’™

When Far Li finished reading the letter, ke satd nothing.  But affer Wen Chung read (f he pounded on the table and
curged King Fu-ch'sl “When g stooge, owe maesl consider whoze stooge he will be! " he said They disreparded the Wu king's
Letter and stepped up the encirclement effores,

It became clear to the Wu Efng that the country would fmminently come wnder the power of bl enerey,  Terrbly
grieved, he pulled kiz sword and killed himaself

When the Wu Kingdom had been destroved, Fan Li resigned from kis position and went o the north fo enter intg the
pottery business. He was quite bright; he earmed @ lot of money and becarine g very rich mar, Todgy, people refer fo him a8
Tao-chu-kring.

Afrer Fan Li had left the Kingdom of Yiek, he often thought of vhe words written fn the Wy king's letier, and vwas
quite concermed aboul the safety of his good friend Wen Chung  He wrote g lerrer himself to Wen Ching to wrge kim 1o give
up the rickes and Ronor of hiz officisl rank and beeowe a free and happy mian, He wrote, "When the birdi have all been
thot, all the good bows will then be stoved away., When the crafty hares have ol been killed the mazster will also kil the
howurds to ear, ™'

It's a piry thar Wen Chung did not Hsten to Fan Li, for not long after the Yileh king found the oppormunity to murder
Hir.

RTE i (literally) the hounds are killed for food once all the hares are hagged—
trusted aides are eliminated when they have outlived their

usefinlness,
4T B king of Yileh during the period of Warring States

JilE person's name

= PETEIN'E name

Fili 44 I assist

i o recover (Jost territory)

15 g to occupy (3 foreign territory)

o king of Wu during the period of Warring
States

i ) to deive a wedge between; to alienate
(allies, ete.); to sow discord

FFE means (as opposed (o end); a devious way
of dealing with people.

s to deal with; to cope with

it to die out; to destroy; to axtarmlnate

i ] brain truster of the emperor or the king

&F-fi{M#RRy so that ., to leave road for retreat 18
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to pound the tahle

g lackey; a tool; a stooge

Lo care

to intensily; to step up

to se something happening;
irmrTinant

the country

tor fall into (someons's) hand; fall onder
{semenne’s) eontrol

in addition

a sweord one carries

poltery; earthenware

another name of Fan Li

to be worried; to be apprehensive
security and danger; HEI'-!I!'_I.'

to give up ar renoince; to relinguish
lawrels; glory: official rank or
acadiernic degres (in fofrmer tmes)
cunndng; crafty; sy

really

to look for a chance
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Mao Sui
Recommend's
Himself

Dhiring the period of the Warring States, (475222 8.C ) the Stase
af Ch'in sent froops fo besiege the Chao copiral, Has-tan, The situation
became quite desperate for Chao, and the Chao king senr his pounger
brother Chao Sheng fo the Srate of Chls to seek relief

Chao Sheng was alio known as Lond Pling Yian., He enjoved
assrcieting with men of grear virtwe and thies had o lerre number of
aavisors and mentors in residence ar kis house, He thowght that as he
Fad received orders ro act e @ diplomar, he would select bwerty men
Jrom his group of advitors who were articulate and well versed in fhe
paartial arts fo act ag hils enfoursge,
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Afrer great scrutiny, however, Lord Pling Yian had only selected rinereen men, Ar thar point, g mian aamed Moo Sl
wirlumrarily slepped forward 1o foce Lord Plag Yian, T understand you gre going o go to Chle and wou are still lacking one
arterdant, Allow me fo go with pou, " ke snid

Even though Moo Sui was an advisor residing in Lovd Pling Yuans home, the lond was never gware of bim,  “How long
have you been in riy household?" the lord asked,

“Three pears, " replied Moo Sul

A brilliznr person 3 like an awi in @ bag,” sald the lord, “which will remediately poke through the bag and come ot
You have been here for three years but I have never heard of vou heving unigue abilities. You thall remain here, ™

"If vou had put me in g bag," said Mao Sui, " would have already made my ralent visible, " Lord Pling Yign heard
thiz and took kim along with him,

When they arrived ot the Kingdom of Ch'y, Lord Pling Yitan made wse of every available means bt was unable to persuade
the Ch'lu king to send troops and asiizt Cheo, I was then that Mao Sui pulled his sword and came forward, The Ch'u king was
ouiraged when he saw ¢ man rshing fovward him with @ sharp sword i his kand,  “Whe do you think vou are? How dire you
take such liberties™

“He is Moo Swi, an advizor fn my residence, ™ anewered Lord Fing Yidan.

With the sword in his hand, Moo Sul pointed at the Ch'y king and soid, “The Kingdom of Ch'u kas thousarnds of I and
g miillion erack rroops I should be {mvincible, But who would have expected that Ch'In would defeat Ch'u in your lost war
wid your highness' ancestors would be humilisred,  Even the people of Chao feel thiz shame, Could it be thar you don't care
about this? An allisnee berween Chao and Ch'u ix aenially for the benefir of the Ch'u kingdom. "

The Ch'u king was 5o ashamed that ke blushed, He immediately agreed to an alllarice and to fight fogether with the
Chao kingdom in the resistance againgt Ch'in forces.

EEHN (literally) Mao 3Sui recommends [T ta be short of; to lack; o be deflcient
himself—to recommend oneselfl (for a in
post);, to velunteer for a task or post F brilliance (of mind)
] T to attack from all sides; to bedege; to T an awl
beleaguer o s to poke through
HWE place name [ to emerge; (0 appear; o show
ST L Lord P'ing Yuan, a famous official of $5ER special; unusual; unigue
Chao in the period of Warring States R S o make one’s talent abvious; to pale
who had many proteges with warious others by showing one’s abllity and
talents, talents
o - g person of high moral standing, a HrHE o persuade
person of virtue 8 1Ly to aid; to help
MFE®E  (in ancient China) mentor-advisors % to draw oui; to pull out; to extract
. who reside in the residence of an ¥l gharp sword
influentisl person i b5 to rush forward
B L by thousands, numerous i d unbridled; wanton
E ] to recelve orders from above; (to do W+ territory
something) as ordered an a million
i to be appointed as 3 diplomatic envoy; i I crack troops
to be an ambassador to KTk invincible
4 to select; to choose; to pick i ancestors
L a master of both the pen and the e to insult; to humiliate
sword e i sense of shame
Bl aides; entourage; attendants L ta form an alliance
ks IR o select with great scrutiny TR to be ashamed
3 to select AT to resist; to opposs; to fight against
i person’s name (an enemy, etc.)
H#&E R o woluntesr
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Flaunting
One’s Proficiency

Kung-shu Pan was g wellHenown scholar of the Warring States period (475-222 B. C.) He was also a remarkable
craftiman. Since he vwaz from the State of Lu, people glso called him Lu Pan.  His technigue with wood was fruly superh,
Regardiess of how coarse a piece of wood was, within his hands it would be tnansformed into something uncomparably
exguisite amd beautiful It can indeed be said that his workmanship war spectacular,

If someone were to flaunt hiz own craftemanship in front of Lu Pan, would not ke be overconfident? Later genierg
Hors thaes wse this idea, Flaunting one’s proficiency witk an aoe before Lu Par, az an analogy,

Li Pai was a great poet who lived during a time of great wealth in the Tong dynasty. People refer to him a1 2
“poetic genius” and he enjoved drinking wine very much. One time the emperor recefved g document written in Turkish,
There was no one else in the imperial palece who could read it besides Li Pai  So the emperor ordered him 1o translate it.
He asked the emperor for some wing to drink and then bepar to tranglate and drink af the some time, By the time he had
finished translating ke was very drunk and lay asleep on the table

e time Li Pai wos very drunk and sitting in the middle of the Yangtze River near Ts'mi-shif-chi in An-hui Provinge,
Seeing how beauriful the reflection of the moon was on the water, ke reached in to try to pull it out  He carelessly lost
his footing and fell into the river and drowned iz good friends buried his body on the mountain next to Tr'al-shib-chi

Later on, there were some poets who thought very highly of themselver  When they would pazs hiz tomb, each
sought o show off his scholarship and would write poems all over the rocky wall of the mountain nearby, Soon the
enfire wall was speckied ail over with the poemis

During the Ming dynasty a scholar by the name of Mei Chih-huan passed Te'al-shib-chi, Seeing the simply revolting
poems written there, he fook out hiz brush and wrole out hits own poem that read: Near Ts'abshibechi there it g mound
af earth; Li Pai's name has been exalted for ages, but each passer-by has written hiz poem, fust like displaying his grear
axe before Lu Pan

[5 not fnscribing a poert in frons of the tomb of the poet gentus Li Pai a3 ridiculows as waving one's aee before Lu
Pan? Not only was Mel Chih-huan being sarcastic about others but he was also mocking himself.

i i B (literally) foolish display of a wooden il 1 imebriated; under the influence of
axe in front of Kung-shu Pan's home liquior
who was o famous carpenter—to show iz -E the reflection of something in water
off in the presénce of an expert. m to pull or drag out (of the water)

A uncaney (Feat, skill, eic,); superb B to slip; to lose one’s footing

sk coarse; pough ) A province in China

L uncomparably exquisite £ EST a rock which juts out into the Yangize

SRET (often referring to a work of art) River at Tamg-t'u County of An-hui
Ingenuity that rivals the work of God. Pro¥ince

"N to flaunt; to show off H i A conceited; to have a very high opinion

E =R over-confident; without considering of oneself
ona's own capabllity t6 make an i | a tombstone

Heme analogy B HEES RS maotiled; speckled: spotted

N & period of prosperity THAH intolerable to the eyes

% il poetic gamius 5 exalted; noble; eminent; high

Y Turkestan Fiv a long, long time

o documents exchanged between nations = to brandish; to wield

ek YT - dead drunk F to satirize

£, to lay onfs head down (as on a fable) o R to scoff; to jeer
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Carrying A Rod
To Ask For
Punishment

in the period of the Warring Srates (475-222 B.C ) Chao
and Ch'in were melphboring ttafes and were often figheing
against each other,  Bur within the Chao court there were
o very capable men, a mlitary comvander namred
Lien Po and a civitim officer by the name of Lin
Hsimgiu. Becmise of these two men, the Seate of
Chiin did mot daore Iounch o fullscale rvasion
against Chao,

Originaily Lin Hstang-fu's position was far
inferior fo General Lier Po's  Bur later on, Lin
Hylarg-fu was aesigred a3 an arehassador o Oh'Tn and
he acquired a diplomatic vietory for the Chao sfate,
Beemise of thiy, the Chao king began o gssign him to more
rrportant posis and soon his position was higher than Lien Po's,
Lien P'o wars wery unwillling ro accept this. He told kis subordinates
theat fre would find an opportunity to kumiliate Lin Hriang-fu.

When Lin Hstang-fu heard of this, he ovoided the geneval of
every chance, Owe day, ome of Lin Hrigng-fu'’s men said to him,
“General Lien P'o has ondy said these things, but you have become
so gfraid. We feel very humiliated and wani fo rexign. ™

Lin Helang-fu asked them, "I you were to compare General
Lien Pio and the Ch'in King, who would be more prestigious?™

"OF course General Lien Po cannol compare with the King
of Ch'inf " they replied.

"Right!” he exclafmed. “And when I was a0 ambassador to
Ch'in I had the courage to denounce o man a5 prestigiouns ai kim
right fo kis face, Therefore, I have no fear of General Lien P!
The State of Ch'in dares not attack Chee because of General Lien
Fo and myself [If the o of us are at odds with each other,
Chin will take advartage of thel opportnity o invede us.  The
inferests of fhe counery come first with me and [ am not going fo
Fragele with Lien P'o becaise of persornal hostilities!

Larer, Lien P9 heard these words and felf extremply
ashamed, He fore off hiz shirs, and with @ birchen rod ted to his
back, ke went to Lin Hsigng-ju's home o request retribution for
hiz own wrongdoing  Lin Husngfu modesily kelped Lien Po up
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Jrom the ground and keld his hand firmly,
From that time on, Lien P'o and Lin Hsigng-fu became close friends and served their country with @ common

heart,

A Wi I (literally) to carry a birchen rod to ask for punishment — to offer a humble apology.

f& R 1o be neighbors (a5 countries)

TR to engage in & battle; to fght: to wages war

o N field commanders; ranking military officers

e civilian officers

F a large-scale (invasion)

9 dm far inferior

iR o be assigned to do a job or 10 a post

thy to be appointed as a diplomatic envoy; to be an ambassador to
| 9:3] to give (someone) an important sssignment
TH unwilling to submit
i 5% to insult; to humiliate
o to avoid meeting (another person)
LA dignified; awe-inspiring; prestigious
KR to condemn; to denounce: to scold
i) to take advantage of an opporiumity
fhift hatred; enmity; hostility
e to fuss about; to dispute
e to tie; to bind; to fasten
i birchen rod

LR to admit one's error and ask for punishment
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A Fake
Yu Player

King Huun {313-301 B. C.) of ChY Mved during the Warring Starey period.  He was very fond of music and
especially enfoyved hearing people play the yii, a type of ancient musical instrurent. He sgimply loved lo hear Wi con-
certs; the harmony and greal, imposing manner made him feel as if the sound Nugered forever, It was for this regson
that he held gn exariination and admitted three hundred yii players into his service,

Af that time in the Kingdom of ChY, there lived a man named Nan-duo, He was a man of profound scholarship
but was very poor and often went hungry, When he heard that King Heian had made public notice of entrance examin-
atbon, he cheated and faked hiz way into becoming one of the three hundred yii players,

Each rime King Hsion wanted ro hear the vii played rogether, Mr. Nap-kuo stood among the ranks of the
archesira and pur on an act,  His fingers randomiy followed the holes pressed by the other wii playvers beside kim, He
would somerimes make o mistake bt no one would notice. In fact no sound would come out of his vil at all Asa
regilt, ke played the part perfectly and passed many vears withou! any mishaps

Later on, King Hsian died and his son King Min took the throne. Since a very young age, King Min had been
influenced by his serroundings and thus, he olso enjoyed music.  Bur he did not like concerts; he loved yii solo per-
formances, He felr that this way, the sound was more elegant and pleasant to kear. King Min, therefore, ordered the
three hundred yi players o be assembied in the palace and take furns playing for him individually, The king was
infoxicated by the elegance of the yii song and found great inner peace within ir,

By the rime 299 musiciarns had finished their performances, they discoverad that one person wai misring.  TF was
the impostar yui plover, Mr. Nan-kuo. He was afratd of being revealed and had stealthily siuck away.

i A (literally) pass oneself off as one of the players in an ensemble—to hold an office though enequal to
the task, just to fill up a vacancy; to be an incompetent stopgap.

W [ e the period of Warring States (475-222 B.C.) during which seven states contended for hegernony until
Ch'in emerged victorious to become the unchallenged ruler of the empire under the First Emperor.

S an ancient wind instrument with 36 reeds.

Bl musical ingtmament

£ 8 concart

e harmonious; in harmony; harmony

g3 Breat; vast, imposing

ek fervor; imposing manner

il 7 The thrilling voice keeps reverberating in the air after the vocalist has stopped singing.
= B T the sound continues to linger for a long time

L E to give public notice of entrance examination; to admit (students, applicants) by examination,
Hm person’s name

iy learning; scholarship

R [T erudite; profound and extensive (of learning)

WM the financial condition of & family

Hin to fake and cheat; to swindle

34
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a band: an orchestra

rank and file

to put on &n ack, to behave in an
affected way

at random; reckless

to press the holes or keys of an instr-
ment

dily Wiy

to play the part exactly or perfecily;
to play the part so well It looks real,
safe and without any mishaps; safe
and sound; in good order

to pass; Lo spend

to ascend the throne

o ke unconscioucly influenced by
what ome constantly hears and sess.

{in music) a solo performance

elegant in style

pleazant to the ear: muslesl

to assemble

to take turns; by turn

to become fnloxicated

happy and contented; to have found
one’s inner peace

false; fake

to reveal one's true form, charactier:
to let the cat out of the bag, to give
onsell away,

stealthily; secretly

to leave stealthily: to slip away:; o
sneak aff
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The Mantis

Seizes
The Cicada

Chuarp-rzy was o greal thinker and writer

of the Warring States period. [475-222B.C)

Hiz writings were very powerfiul  Not only were

they full of rich imagination bt they also had great
safiric flavor, He & rruly one of the tregmires within
Chinese Nterary history,

e doy Chuang-fre was walking dn hiv courtyard
when @ spamow middenly flew over and defecared right on
his head. Chuang-rzu was extremely angry, Keeping a close
epe on where the bird Mew, e went to kis room to fetch g bow
and arrow, and prepared o shoot the rotten bird

The sparrow flew ground and went beto an orchard where
it landed in g chestmut tree, Chuang-rzu pulled hiz bow siring
fae! and prepared fo shoot the sparrow,  But he noticed that the
fparrow was sitting there completely still  He felt quite sirange
about this and walked quietly under the free to see whar had
happened,

From the base of the tree ke saw a cicada sitting carefree
and kidden in the lemver, How war the cicada fo know that
betiind him was @ manils with hwo great pincers prepaved o
grab him. Behind the mantis was the sparrow, casting
coFetous eves upon him in hopes of cotching him,
Even move amusing was that the sparrow was acfually
uraware thar in Chugrg-tzn'’s hand was @ bow
being prepared to shoot him dead.

Chuarg-rzu felr this oct was ail
quife inferesting fmdeed. Spd
denly ke heard someone shout,
"Who dares fo come fnto my
archard?  You want o
steal my chestrurs,
dont pou?" The
archard keepar
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had thought the! Chuang-rzu was planning fo steal his chesirurs,
and kad picked up his hoe and muthed over, Chusng-rzu rubbed
ki heod and thowght to kirself, T am really mot amy better than

that mantis ™
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(literally ) mantis seizes the cicada — recklessness
of one blinded by greed

name of philosopher who advocated Taoizm
thinker

writer; literati

of great momentum, powerful

to be filled up with; to be full of
rich; abundant, coplous or plentiful
imsginative power; imagination

g high degree of;, high; great

satiric flavor; ironic flaver

history of literature; literary history
rarify; treasure; gem

to move bowels; to defecate
meagare word

to keep a close eye on

bow and arrow

to shoot

detestable; rotten

fiy and fy: o My around

orchand

chestnut tree

to draw (& bow) tight

completely still

silemthy ; stealthily; quistly

to take & look

what happened

free from restraint; carefres

pimcers; pliers

to catch: to chase; to hunt down
o cast covelous eves on; to gaze with the cruel
greed of a tiger

act (s in acis of a play)

extremely interesting; endlesly interesting

o bowdly shout to somebody

to dare to

to pluck (fruits) without permission

a hoe

40
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Ch’u Songs
From All Sides

Ar the end of the Ch'in dynasty (221-207 B. C ) there
wars greaf disorder and confision in the country. Becamise of
dissatisfaction m the Ch'in despotic rile, one gfter another,
brave men from everywhere roze up in revolution. Among
them, the Han King Liu Pong and the grear King Hyiang
Y of Western Ch'ly were the strongest. In their struggle = 2 i
Jor the country, both sides fought Bbitterly against each other L
Jor over four years without distinguishing a winner,

Later, the two kings agreed upon @ frealy declaring
that the Hurg River would acf ar @ boundary ond thet
neither side would fmvade the other, But upon the advice
of Chang Limng and Ch'en Pling, Liu Pang secretly took advantage of the time when Hsimmg Yu vz Mtb:ﬁmw iz
troaps fo toke hiz own troops in, atteck and drive’ the Ch'y forces fo Kai-hsia,

By thiz time Hslang Yi's froop provisions were almost gone and now they were surrounded by the Han forces
The gituation was extremely desperate.  Liu Pang, however, was a bit fearful of this grear King, so he did not im-
mtedigrely throw kis troops o action.

Charg Liong again offered his advice af thiz fime. He miggesied the use of poychological warfare and assembled o
lzrge group of Han troops to proctice singing songs from the State of Ch'y, Then on one starless night, Chang Liang
played a flute and Han soldiers serrounded the tents of the Ch'u troops to sing mourrifid songs from Ch's. The souind
resonated and mirged, When the Ch'y soldiers heard songs from thelr homeland coming from all directions, if could
not help but induce their feelings of longing for their country. Each of them grieved and wept,

In hearing the Ch'y songs Hviang YU also wept silent tears, When he saw each of kis fellow soldiers, who kad been
with kim fn 2o mavy bartles, this defecred and downeast, ke lost his ambition fo fight to the death,

Hyiang ¥il's most beloved imperial concubine, Yli-chi, knew rhar the trend of events could not be reversed; she
pulled out a sword and killed herself. Ar the sight of this, Hriang YU feir that he simply could not retumn to the easfern
side of the river and foce his elders,. Holding the precious saber and riding hit block stallion, he broke through the sisge
mirrgieniding kis froops. On the bank of the Wu river ke Nfted the sther and cut his throat,

P i (literally) Ch'u songs from all sides — facing hostility, difficulty or frustration on all sides,
=F the whole country of China (ancient wsage)

L in great disorder and confusion

S0 & B 1A brave men

il to be dissatisfied

W despotic rule

i rumerously and disorderly; one after another

BT S to rise up in revolution
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to wage an ardwous straggle; to fight bittery
to distinguish & winner
to invade
secretly
Lo comply with; to heed; to obey
Lo withdraw troops
L chase and attack
to press; to force; to drive
troop provisions
to be completely sorrounded (by rows of enemy
trasps)
situation: siate of affairs
to fear; to dread; to be scared of
2 hero among heross
ternporarily
to not thiow troops into action
to present or offer a scheme or advice for adoption
paychological warfare
to concentrate (troops, ete.) in a place
a fhete (of bamboo, ete,)
tents used as milltary barracks
moaurntul
to resonate and surge (25 8 loud sound)
on every side; on all sides
to induce
feeling; mood; sentiments
o weep in silence; to weep silent tears
to sex action on the front; (o fight in battle
tellow soldiers from one’s homeland
deeply dejactad and downcast
to fight to the death
ambition; great expectations
a king's or emperor’s concubine
whole situation; tide of the gensral situation
i try with effort to turn back an adverse tide
a scame; a sight
too ashamed to (do a thing)
& black stallion
many-layered siege
to commit svicide by cutting the throat
44
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Catching Sparrows
Near A

Doorstep

T&ﬂ'rmﬂmnmfpﬂhﬁtiu%ﬁidnnﬁawﬂhmgﬂuHMdymm When he had been recogmized
by Emperor Wu (141-88 B.C) and was an important official in the imperial court, there were o many people who
cante fo call on him that the threshold of his quarters had been trampled and rnuined, Hiz eourtyard, too, was ahways
filled with carts and horses. It happened that Chi An then had g dissgreement with the emperor over a battle with the
Hunz, In a furious rage, Emperor Wu removed Chi An from his offies,

Afrer being dismissed, Chi An returned home, He would rise early every morning and sweep his courtyard, In
seelng the yellow leqves that had been Hﬂuﬂd‘:}wb}-mmmmrb#whhemﬁmthﬂphrbcﬂmmm
emotion. In the afterncon he would go 1o his courtyard to stralghten up the bushes and flowers. He could see that
the tracks that had previeusly been ground in by visitors' carts were now covered with moss; sparrows
would go to look for food there. Chi An mumbled to himself sorrowfully, “When I had an important
position g an official in the imperial court, there was @ constant flow of guests in my house. Who
would have known that [ would not be an official now and my courtyard would be deserted? If [
wanted to catch sparrows I could prepare my net and in a day s time, who knows how many
kendreds I could capiure?™

Nor g after, Emperor Wu regrefted that he had been foo
impuisive in disnissing Chi An. He iswed an imperial decree re-

the mews and rushed to see Chi An in their carts. But feeling defece-
ed and discouraged, Chi An declined fo see his visitors He had
writfen with @ brush on the door, “Through death md in lifs,
one will come to understand friendships In fortune and in
poverty, ome will come to understand the motives of rele
fionships.  In noble rank and in lowly rank, friendships

reveal themselver

1T (literally) One can catch sparrows near
# doorstep where few come to call—to
have no visitors or costomers

T PErSON’s name

WER to appreciste; to recognize the worth
of

M 8 threshald

Hirim to tréad or step on something so much
a3 1o ruin it

i 1% to battle

questing Chi An to return to his official position. Many people heard
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] the Huns

o to remove somebody from office

[ gy to dismiss somebody from office

=% canmol help . .,

S N T to be filled with many feelings or
emotions

L FC to grind over

i wheel tracks; ruts

L mogs; Hehen

e Aparrow

% Ty sentimentally: sadly

Pl Al 1 to murmos to onesalf

ZHH to be put in an important position; to

be given an important assignment

NI

il
#
i ith

TH%
Lo
O

EX i

Pl ]

s

[ o
g
a

(zaid of traffie, people, etc.) a constant
flow; continoous

guiet, deserted (sxid of a place)

net

impulsive

to issué an imperial proclamation,
decres or edict

pessimistic and dejected

to decline (an offer, a request, etc,)
intimacy; friendship; mutual af.
fectlon

then; only then; after that;
afterwards

the motive in a relationship
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Spilt Water

Cannot
Be Ga thered |

During the Hon dynasty {206 J
B C - 220 AD ), there iived o F
scholar marmed Chu Mai-ch'en. His x{

Jamuily waz very poor and he could
only cut firewood fo  sepport £
hintself and his family., / -

On the way fo cut wood Chu [ = TN
Match'en would walk and resd ar =~ :
the same time.  People could hear
i repearing verses and mumbling
thoughrs, and those who did nos
krow would think he was singing @ i
moinrain tong,  Ar sighe, h:mHnWmﬁ’wﬁ'm&u}?aﬂfw the
lamps.  He could only burn oil pine branches and would study ardu-
ously into the dead of the night,

Chi Mabch'en's wife could not stand this kind of life, and wept
artd walled endlessly for a divorce.  Chuy Mai-ch'en compforted her T
sxyving, “Although we gre row very poor, there will be a doy when T will prozper, When that time comes we will have
great wealth and great honor, In our entire life, our enfovment will never end.  You and I have shared good and bad
times over these many vears So fust be more patient for a little while longer. Better days willl come soom, ™

“Intellechuals as miserable and shabby as you,™ said his wif angrily, “Should be happy if you don't starve to death,
And you sl expect great wealth and honor?” She Insisted on ¢ divorce. Regardless of how Chu Mai-ch'en tried to
perscade her, if was no use. He could only let her go,

Mot long after, mure enough, Chu Mat-ch'en was chosen by imperial order to serve as a magistrate, He returmed
home in great glory and in order fo welcome him, the county magistrate had ordered the ordinary people to quickly
sweep the streels clean. Chu Mai-ch'en's ex-wife was among the crowd of people sweeping. She vas very mirprived when
she smw Chu Mai-ch'en wearing the har of an official, suited in an official uniform and appearing 50 awesome a8 he rode
a great horse through fown. She took the iniriative fo request him to take her home with him,

Chu Mai-ch'en had his side carry over a pot of waler and sploshed it on the ground, He said to kis ex-wife, “Our
fove is like this water spilt on the ground, There s no way to gather it together again.

o e (literally) spilt water cannot be gather- e in the desd of night
ed—1) A divorced person cannot hope BERT cannot stand it; cammot take it
to reunite with his/her former spouse; LEE TP to wail and weep endlessly
2) There is no use crying over gpili RE 6% a divorce
milk W —x there must be a day when . ..
EHE PEIson's name ik {0 prosper
e to cut firewood Filmp by that time; when that time comes
R the sounds one makes when studying o e very rich and highly honored, having
(as in mumbling to oneself, etc.) an easy life

M
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a lifetime; during a lifetime (11 county magistrate (official title In
[ H 3% share prosperity and adversity former time)
WL A poor; poverty-stricken condition (eap. EEE the people; the common people
referring to faceloving intellectuals) s 2 black gawze hat worn by officials
i to hope for; to expect in ancient China
B to ingist; 10 maintain unyieldingly r g official uniform
pEE L to be selected by imperinl order & imposing; aweinspiring
[ 1O serve &s T — Bk to get a fright
T {in old China) magistrate of a pre. i e to carry over
fecture i to splash; to spill
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Building A Fire . =/ 2w
. Of Beanstalks .. v v
ol Boiling "W, oo
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for e Tl Ohihe suceceed b, bur loter, becanse af g few disperes over teivial pealters fie el
1% wee 7 up an fils helr ingread

Afver T e PP beoanre king of Wei, e could not stop worrying about his vousger brother,
Hi feared that Tx'an Chile might do something to fim, AN e officlalz in the baperial courr

shoneed gpmpathy fowaend T we O, T3 e P oowld see this clearly and fegred his posiiion ag

king mighs warp well be in danger. S0 Th'ao P onede things ool for his brother whenever

porsgiile and very mnch wanded fine Eilled.

(hre wmorning Tlme PY owas Boddivie o sessbon of the drperied conrd amd ordered Ty o
Chif o b Dremighl i CREertone Saes .:.'l.'.-.' Wkl are rery erealive gnd quick aed Sl wordds
fow from yvour lps as they do from e per of @ masser wrider, 15 s freee or pot?" Teloo PY
asked.  “Your shall nowe pPerforrn i fronn of alf e of fackas, 0 alfer seven paces vl oo
eake gp a poem, e s reowor s fale and Fowdll cet off vonr Fead, ™

Telan Ohlle hed sro alferparive. “Thes T ask vey brothier T give me @ fopic, ™ e said

“We are brotirers, T replivd T8 mo P70 wee this as voder fopie. Sul e powr poern you

canpel wse e word brofher’

fhees Txan preped med’ ougnd,  He dad ped el teker Wiy sevontf siep o whior Ale
hegar o orocife @ o A e of begesralks 15 made for boiling soree beens ingile the Eetrle
flee e vweep, Origlnelly we are from e seme roalfs] willie paeel voud fry e 5o severel)y,

Fyan M7 Enew Flial the pvaerg ieand Blooed olgnlr el by fhacker than water, gnd Qe folff

roere asgned  Froom Negl rime o, fe mevecimed'e Neimes diewdt for Jri Sonber aeein,

dlinerally ) o build o fire of beanstalks o boiling beans—traternal persecition,
fizht amoang brothers

the Three Kingdoms—Wei, Shuo and Wuswhich existed in China ' propes
h|'||l||2-||-..-|.:.|:-. form 2202604 AD

cne’s general copacity and disposition as fdresult oF longsandpegular self-
discipling e

gifted in' | Hersy work

dtidenled persant a brillimt man

greativencss

agile: nimble: quick

1o ademire; 10 respect

SUCOCESOT, el

a irifliig ovatter {(which beads toa dispate, eic.)

ne e bk 1o e detrimental to

to see and wnderstand

canmot be defended; There s no guarantee that . .|

o make things diflicult (Hor another )

words flow from the mouth as from the pen of 8 master

all the civil and military offlclals

having no allarmative; o have 6. 10 he powerless )

to sel g theme (#sp, in composing peemes or writings); to maks out quoiticons

{for an examination, ete.)

b b Lo Epnate

||'|_' 2ia k of b ans

a cauldron; a kettle

to ey (i shalbow ail)

the hidden meining

The love between brothers and sisters is deep; Blood is thicker than, slalas
b

o




5 ( {2 —— 2544 »
Py B 0 BRI A-IAS
Eosbtr o BIMELe: 0L

Fhs  HI-
A A |-

-E-ﬁ

—l\.

r S
B o=@ o
1

P

Bk nm

e mooan AR

LAR SR A b (R B, A
3t 0 Al '!';-“*g'
,E“.—h'ji; g ¥

H 'ﬂ" n -"-Et'

AER ERMEED
F L EN

| ie

.

ﬁ-‘ﬁ#""}*l“t

<@ A
:l

L= fla

a 5 ;;:_.-.

b

LT & |

e B £
s R

A B kel

Wiw nit
L

i

-




Too H a pp y During the period of the Three Kingdoms { 220-

24 AD ) Lk Pel ruled over the area called Shu,

- wihich is now the Ss-ch'van bazine Thus, Liu Pei's

To Th ’ n k 0 f realm was called the Kingdom of Shu (Hanl
When Liae Pei died, kis son Lin Ch'an inkerired
the throne, Liv Ch'mm's mickneme was A-fow.  He was
Sh u a foolih and fneompertent man  Today wher we
criticize someone for being doowmpetent we gy e
iy "amt A-touw that cam mot be helped™  Thit ‘A-tou’

indicates Liu Ch'mn

Liu Ch'an mucceeded to the throme and was
to be the Shu Kingdom'’s lost ruler.  Ar that ftime
Pririe Minister Chu-Ko Liang and Generals Kuon Yii

.
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and Chang Fei kad already pested away, and Chigrg Wel and PP Wel were the only ones left to azsist Liv Oh'lan, Unformu
rupfely, Liw Ch'sn mruly wae am “A-tow that could rof be helped ", Not long after he fook the throne, frodps were sent oil
from the Kingdom of Wei to aftack the Kingdom of Sha, Liv Ch'en then surrendered,

After the Kingdom of Shu was conguered, Szu-ma Chao escorted Liv Ch'mn to the capital of the Wei Kingdom to
thwe. In addivtor, Liv Ch'an was given the title of Duke An-le,

One rime Szu-ma Chao invited Duke An-le to drink with hire. Just ax they were getting ripsy, Szu-mg Chao grranged to
have ¢ pevformance of singing and dencirg all with the focal eodor of the Skhu Kingdom, When Liv Ch'en's sebordimares, ar-
fending him ar hix side, saw the singing and dancing from their own homeland they could not help but shed rears But Duke
An-le still wenr on falking and laughing as i nothing had happened.  He showed mot even the slightess bit of sadness on
Rix face.

When the performance was over, Sou-ma Chao arked Lig Ch'lon, “ Do you siill ever wish to refurn fo vour homeland of
S F"

L Ch'an replied, “Here there are songs, donces, and also wine, How could T still miss Shu?™

Bk (literally) too happy to think of Shu—too e L o capable commander; an imporiant
happy to think of home general

G to reign; to rule: to gavern ) prime minister

i {in geology) a basin #li - to assist

E WY dynasty; feudal reakm i to surrender

= R to succeed to the throne ([ ] o be a conquered nation

oo stupid; foolish Bl 7 i e the coler or flavor of & place

*ENE incompetent; without talent; Inefficient =5 subordinate, troops under one's

L ¥N to swear al someone, to call someons command
nasmes R o go on talking and laughing as if

e no amount of help can make one suc- nothing had happensd
cessful; a total weakling; ki w the slightest amount or degree: the tiniest
i lame duck or least hit
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Like A Knife

Splitting Bamboo

Tu ¥u, who fved diering the Chin dynasty, was ot
orily o legal expert and o great scholar, but he was also
ari aurstanding military expert.

When Emperor Wu of Cun (266-290 A1, ) wanfed
to send froops to desfroy the Kingdom of Wu, most af
the officers in the fmperial court disagreed.  Fach of them
had a different opinion fo ague, “Eestern Wu has been in
the Yangize river valley for over ome humdred years: ir
can not be degtroped fust like that, ™ aid one.

"It 3 mow givvmer; the monsoons ore coming and
the Yangrze River & looding.  This will be deirimenial fo
uE Of we @re morthermers and are nod fomilior with river
hatele, " waild arorher,

"The muigtmiag fn the south i hemvy, and disease i
rampand.  We oupghr o waell untl winfer o decide.”
argued anciher.

in the whole fnperal eour, only Charg Hug and
Tu YU agreed with the emperor's opinior,  Chorng Hug
bowed fo the emperor ond soid, "Youwr Mafesty 2 an
enlightened muler and carries out a policy of benevolence,
This has given the people a life of afffuence and has made
our ey powerful and well-treined, Bur vhe W king Iives
i @ dream world, knowidng only how fo waste his fime in
pleanure-seeking activitier,  He hox even Eilled loyal
officiols withour reason, [t is definitely time to put him
down. ™

Tu Y then sofd, “During the Spring and Autumn
period Yuek I led troops from the State of Yen to aitack
Chi, They fought ar the Chi River and caphured mare
fhan seventy ChY civties  Owr morale i5 very high now
Airacking Wu would be fust ke splitting bamboo. Onee
we have splir through a few knots in the bamboo, the
ofher knots will eazily break apart of the point of our
knife. Ir will not take muck work af afff

After listening to Chang Hua and Tu Y, Emperor
Wu rodded his head and ordered Th YU to toke troops
to artack the Kingdom of W
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Surr emough, whider Tu Yk leadership, the Chin troops
arftgeked W fusr g g knife cuds through bemboo, They scored one
wictory after another ad I was ol yer winler when they wiped out
the Kingdom of Wu and unified fhe entire coriniry,

L I (lirerally} 1o smash into enemy territory with a
poswer 84 irrésistible as that of a sharp knife
splitting bamboo—without effort; to advance
with irresistible force; to push onward with
overwhelming momenium (said of a victorious

army,

FE great scholar

) i) outstanding; emdnent; extraordinary

L military expert

e A lively discussion with everybody trving to gei a
word in; all offerlng differemt opinions

LT, g to discuss; to debhate

5T i bk drainage basin of the Yangize River

v to found a state

—TFF all at once

7k 3 the rainy season; the monsoon

FLFi = o overflow; to spread far and wide

b B naval warfare

5 miasmes; pestilential vapor

T =4 to fold one's hands in a bow

w5y (of ruler) enlighiensd

A good clothes and rich food; to eat and dress well;
to live in affluence

i B0 e strong soldiers and sturdy horses—a well-trained
and powerful army

e Al tor live a befuddled life

e i Ep eal, drink and be merrv—idle away one’s time in
pleasure-seeking

A without causs or reason; uncalled For

H to kil e marder

ik to punizh (another nation, ete.) by force of arms;
to quell (uprising, rebellion, etc.)

i 5 name of a stréam which empties into the Yellow
River from Ho-nan Province.

T - to split bamboo

i (hamboo's) knot

Ik the point or edge of & knife

g to split, rip or break apart

iy to take advantage of an opportunity (as provided
by an opponent's reckless move)

s T e 3 Lo seore one victory afier another

H—XKT to unify the whole country
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Paper In Lo-yang
Becomes

Expensr ve

0 Sou oviaz g preat writer of the Western Chin !l'_'."lﬁ_f__}hﬁ_, .'l.!'-l._ll.

B wrete were ok lvely and o ynnE, Che fime he deri-

v Pk the ternain, Tocal feadirfons and produces of the cgpital |

crifes i the Kingdone of Wel, She v W a2t tapke foF faix

wiiting,  Thiv piece v whar hay been ealfed fn Chines |'.'|"r'h#_|'
“The Poes of the Three Capiials .

Az Too Ssu waz writing IRy poerr, ome of T con

a fetrporaries, e scholar Lu O, expreszed grear disep-

iy progal af @ MHe ridiceded TR0 Ss i@ delfer oo RS

N E 2 -
3 H brother fa Yun He wrote, "There i3 g iruly miser

able scholar Bere wito § undersiand (s ERIME [ Wrlie

..-r:ﬂ “The Poem of fhe Three Capitels.” When fe

is finithed, let's use the thing for a Manﬂwl’.m.

jar! ™

Tso S took mo nofice of . - -

thiz ridicule and sareeom, and for
fen years confirued ro work egr
restly on kis poem.  When ke
Sfindshed, howerer, the poem war
mot thought of highly in Kterary

circies

the wame of Hueng-fu Mi read
the poem and felt that if was
o truly great work  He wote
the preface for the piece and it
then became the foous of
public aftention,

Shortly after, another

.

Later on, a scholar by :
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great scholer named Chang Hua expressed a real appreciation for Teo Smi's work sid prafted it ai g work that rivaled
those of Pen Ku and Chang Heng of the Ezstern Han, who had each written a version of “The Poem of the Two
Capitale. " Both were consldered great masterpivces of the Nen period,  Chang Hua felt that the Loyout, siructure and
every other aspect of Tio Smui's poem equaled those fn Pan Ku's and Chang Heng's works,

Afrer Tso Smu's “The Poem of the Three Capitals” had received the praise and respect of these two great scholars,
other scholars of the fdme one by one searched i out and read it Ar the rive, prinfing technigues kad nof yet been
perfected and Uterary works kad to be copied by hamd before being circulared,  Since everyone had rushed o by
paper o copy “The Poem of the Three Capitals’, the supply of paper in the city of Lo-vang could not meet the
demand.  For a rime, the price of paper went sky high, even to the point that some could not afford to buy paper
Jor copying. Thus people call this sort of siteation “the paper in the city of Lo-vang begomes sxperitive’

% R NE (literally) The paper in the city of Lo-yang becomes expensive—overwhelming popularity of a new
work (causing shortage of printing paper); to become a best seller

. great wrlter

[ F.d one of the Chinese literary forms akin to poetry

-5 both...end. ..

4§ vivid; lively; lifelike

%] refined (writing); elegant (style)

e terrain; situation

A A Iocal customs and practices

materials conatituting the main theme of an articls,
compoaition, ate,

object to; take exceplion 1o, not approve

to ridicule; to laugh at; to make fun of, to deride
large jar fior wine or Hquos

ridicule; to scoff

indiiy; sarcasm; to satirize

exacily

excellent; great; very promising

preface

to be the focus of public attention

o compare favorably with: to rval

f={E & masterphece

Lila! the layout (of a literary writing,
painting, etc.)

E5 R [of a writing) the arrangement of

ideas; composition; stracture
i B e to ride bridle to bridle; to keep
abreast of;, o be equal

B respect; to hold in high esteem

L ) o to seek: 1o find; to look for

EN ey printing technigue

LR spread; to disseminate

BT to copy by hand

LB B the supply is unable to meet the
demand

—EE M for a moment; for a time

5 even; togosofaras. ..
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Resting Upon
One’s Spear
And Wait For
Daybreak

Lie K 'un lived during the final vears of the Wesrarn Chin dynasty (265-316 AD, ) He wag nor only an nrel
lectwal but he wos aleo o gread military expers, When he wai yvoung, ke and Ta TV were good friends. Witk rheir
wafion in decay, and their own countrymen in the meidit of great distress, the hwo of them sat and watched helplesily
as the northern tribes imveded sowthward, Because of this they fely great grief and indignation in their hearts, and they
resolved to dedicate themselves fo the service of their country. Thus, the two of them agreed that every moming at
the cock’s crow they would ged ot of bed and practice their sword skills; i ohis vaay making their bodies strong and
developing siperior swordsmanship of the smne fine

After the invasion of the northern fribes, the Chin capital moved to the south, Ar that time, T T led a con-
pingent of freops to the north fo flehr againsy the northerm riber  He boarded a boat to forge a river and fust as they
reached the center of the river, Tei T held an oar v kis hands, knocked it agatrsr the boat's bulwarks and zaid
wehemently, “If I cannot thoroughly destroy the morthern ribes, Datll be fust ke this oar, ™ He then broke the oar in
rwir and Reerled §8 fnto the warer, It was quickly swallowed by the river’s surging waves

Through the grapevine, Liv K'an heard gbowt T TV and his expedition northward, He was greatly affected and
wished that ke could be serving his country as T T'T was  He wrore in a tragically heroic letter o his friend, “Each
wight, resting on my spear, § dare not deep deeply. I hope davwn will soon be here so I may destroy the encroaching
morthern tribesmen . .. 7

R4 1o lament and résent;  grief and
-kl (literally) to use a spear a3 & pillow and indigration
walt for day to break=to be on the ) to work for; to give private means
alert: ever-prepared for emergency; 1o for public use
be ready for battle 5 i) to practice or perform sword akills
o the declining vesrs of one’s life, a oy i outstanding; superior
dynasiy, ele. Hl5E ewordsmanship; fencing
i) AL person's name T L e the invasion of China by the northern
e a scholar; an intellectual; a bookish tribes (in the Sth century AD)
peTEH g to cross (a river, ocean, et}
WAEE military expert 3 N the middle of a river {as opposed fo
(IR peErson's name portions near the banks)
& A the northern tribes in ancient Chins Ao an oar
] T one's home and country being broken g to beat; to knock
up or decaying A bulwarks {of & boat)
AR o Bl (people) in deep distress, an abyss of MEMERM AL (of speech or conduct) passionately,
suffering vehemently

i
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to snap; to break

billows; greal waves

to submerge; to flood; to Inundate;
to drown

tox pass through many places or people
aroused; agitated

to render service

tragically herpic;  heroically tragic
deep slumber; sound sleep

daybreak; dawn
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Mistaking
A Bow'’s Reflection
For A Snake

.-

During the Chin dynasty (265420 A.D.) there was dnde d g palled Yiteh Kusng who lked fo discust phil
paopiicel questions, He also enfoyed inviting friends o Rhis owese fo deink wine
One time, Yiieh Kuong asked ome of his good friends fo his house (o drink some wine and char, Just when they
were guite tipny and charting vevy energetically, the friend all of @ sudden saw o small red make  wriggling about
in iz cup. This frghtered kim o preat deal and he immediglely pul dows B cup, No lowger did e continie
y chatring about this and thar bur took a hasty leave of kis host and returned home
Afrer the friend returned home, every time ke thought of the Kitle red srigke bn his cup he felt
uncomyfortable all over.  The more ke thought about it the more nauseated ke feli, The nexi
day he had o high fever, While lving in bed, no maiter whether he way gwake or asleep, he
cowld ghways ser thar reflection of the litde snake. His illness, therefore, became more and
RIOFE SEFis,
Yieh Kuang hegrd that his good friend was O and rushed over to wisit him.  He asked hig
friend ebowut the reqson for his sickness  Ar firgt the frlend did not want fo say, bui he
could mot disswede Yaeh Kwerng from asking apain and gegain, The friend then finally
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told him all abow? the fime when he waz drinking wine and sow the liitde red mmoke in feis oup,

When Yieh Kwmg heard this he feit very curious indeed. After he had refurmed home, ke took owr the wine
that they kad not finished the time before, poured a glass of it and examined it very carefully. But he did not even
fired are ant, let alone ariy rrace of @ lirtle red snoke, Yuek Kuarg looked at it frowm every angle and 56l it was only
a cup af wine sitting weafly on the fable.

Suddenly Yieh Kuasng had ar ides. He sar down in the seat that hiz friend had sar in. It was then s o
sl red make appeared v fhe cup, wriggling and swimming aboul, He was gragrly srartled, He raised kis head to
firdl that it was simply g red bow haoging on She wall that was being reflected i Hhe wine

Yieh RKumong bost no time i returning to his friend’s ploce and felling him the news. The friend then re-
covered fromt hix illress without any medical help,

i N R {literally) mistaking a bow's reflection in a cup for a snake’s image — to be jittery with maginary
fears

i to discuss theory or philosophical questions

i elation from drinking

i strong or great (8s in degree or extant)
42 energetically; enthusiastically

5 S8 1 & to wriggle

iR to talk of everything under the sun

S0 41 hurriedly

il id to take leave (of one’s host)

LR from head to foot, all over

[ to feel sick; to feel nauseated

i B lethargic sheep

£ 4 Lo Vigit

ik reaon

i unable to talk somecne out of something
i ) to question closely; to examine minutely
#n

to fesl curious; to wonder
LI TS

ant

ik S o F

to look from all angles

o 0 o
propecly: meatly
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The Blind Man
Riding

The Blind
Horse 3

Hugn Hsiion and Ku K'sichih lived =
during the Eastern Chin (317420 A4.D.)
They aften spent time rogether drink- /|
fng. Ome day, they wen! fo their 00
good friend Yin Chung-k'an's house & | W
to drink. After chatting for a .
while, one of them smiggested
rhat they have a sfory-relling
contest fo see who could rell
the most  thriling  sfories
Everyone agreed wholeheart
ediy.

“Should we tell actual
storics oF can we make up
our owrl" asked one man. |

"You can tell acheal }
stoFfes or made-up stores 4
You fust wamt fo make 0
others feel terror and dan- & W00
ger, that iz all™ said the [ L0 .
other,

g IS

Huan Hian begam 0 SRR &,
first. “Stick the head of 4.-
a spear info g oup of rice, ‘@’
then to cook the rice, TEEESIEES
light a fire under the S5 '
shaft of the spear,” he.
&rid.

¥in Churg-k 'ant then
swid, “A bare-foored child
waz plaving on an ares
covered  with  thistles
and thomse . .. "

Yin Chungk'an had
rof yet finished when a
military offtcer bezide
him could nor walt, He
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Daring the Baztern Ohir, g wian front
the sorivern Tribes pamied Fu Chien formed
a kingdomr calfed Chien Chine Witk in-

tevrtiors of conguering ali of Ching, fre led Eve r y B"Sh

RO RN froops fo cfoze noon the Feil River

(383 A L2 ) hoping (0 wipe oud il of the A A
Eazterm Chin i one fell swonn, S n

The afficials of the Eastern Chin were -
extremely nervous at this poin:, Ewiperor En em : Sald’er
Hetgo Wu rhus held an wrgent milivery y
meerhng g decided fa semd SO0 froaps
died B the brothers Hsich St and Hzteh Hsiian fo defend the Fel River,

Ab first, knowing thar dhey were ondy 80000 In sureber and were 1o cppose SO0 000 crack traops fros Ch 'ien
Chin, the Eastern Chin troops felt extremely dispivited, They thought that the effore would be like roning an egg up
aEgina o Fogk,

Wherr Fu Chien discevered Srough ks spies thal the Easvern Chin fad oRly 800000 soldiers, he said witk grear
satisfacrion, “AN T have fo do ' crack my wiip over the Yavigrze and it will el off the flow of the miver!™ He never
would have suspected shar Helel Heifan's offbeers had commanded 5,000 Chin soldiers to lauieh g might reid on Fu
Chiens capnp,  They couglis his mien off puard and cqcsed them great losses

Fue Cheivn could see the sirugtion was wot good. He stood on mop off the wall and warched the deplovment of the
Chin troops. He Rad noticed thar the Chin ranks were all in very good order and morale was figh. This could not help
fert serd @ shuver wp Ris spiee,  He reised bis hesd and looked fo his mglhe. The rees and bughes o the negrhye
Pa-kaeng waves i the wied and the sifver grass blossoms were fluttering abour Bke banners. He thought the Chin amry
had shifted ity troops apain. The wmeare R thouphir abousd i the siore frighlened he beeame, He then sald o the aft

A
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Jficers beside himi, “Look, Chin troops are all over Mr. Pakung. How is it thar Yo said in vour intelligence reports that
they hardly have any men ar ali?™

T the later battle with Chin by the Fei River, the Ch'ien Ch'in troops were defeared and fTed for their s, A
great gy Ch'ien Ok 'in soldiers drowned in the river, choking its flow ard clirting it in rwo, fust as Fu Chien had said
wocld happen with his wild and boastful words. Fu Chien, himself, was killed by his own officers,

B o % 1 (literally) All grass and trees are mistaken for enemy troopd—so on edge as to be startled by every
bush or tree; to be jittery or over-suspicious; to be seized by imaginary fears,

#H A the northern tribes in ancient China

i a northern kingdom during the Eastern Chin

BE-CoHiE Al deliberately: to have in mind for a long time

il Bl to conguer

B to lead (troops, team, etc.)

AW i great concentration of troops

1= to press near, 1o close in

) the Fel River in An-hui Province

BT to wipe out at one fell swoop

Je to defend
k=i at first; in the beginning

BHIL to be opposed against; to be in opposition to each other

ik duprmr.d dqm:ud lnw-apmud :

T |'|-'I

10 danc u Mrﬂw i







’ - The fingl dynasty i the period of
Seiatherns Dyrgsries wag the Ch'en (557589 4.0
A: : Braken M’rro The Lpst ERTPEFOF |.I_II" Chien had a gfater named
. 1.-"_. Princess " Le Ch'ang who mamried H@l Teyven, a
Is £ Re assem bl&'d tedetier in the prince s quarders. At that fime, the
" Ty By et Ch'ent emiperor and Emperor Wen of Sui were of
= r_,_.r#: o war with each other fn o struggle over (he matiom,
T T?:‘.;‘Eﬂ situation had become desperate for Ch'en
N and Huwe Tewen could see that the dynasty would
s¢ its end Saoker or later. It seemed al that
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rime that this kappy couple may not be fogether forever.

It was for this reason that Hdl Te-yen thought of o means to asaire the couple'’s reunion. He rook out a brass
mirror and out if into two pieces.  He kept one kalf for kimself and gave the other to princess Le Ch'ang. This was fo
serve av the basis for their future reunification. The couple agreed that if the waer's choot caused them to be sepanated
every vear on the day of che Lantern Festival they would each carry their half of the mirror around for sale, They
hoped that this would give them a chanee o mest ggain,

The Seare of Ch'en was desrroved ond, a5 expecied, Bl Teven and Princess Le Ch'ong were broken apart.
Pringesy Le Ch'ang was taken by Yang Su, an tmportart fleure n the Sul court, a2 @ concubine.  The Princess longed
Jor Hai Te-yen very much and often appegred sod and depressed becauze of thiz Buf every year on the Lantern Festival
she would find a way fo entrust o servan? with the task of selling the half mirror for her.

Ome particular vear, Hsil Te-yen went fo the temple findr to sell kis half mirror once again Tt jfust 50 happened
thar he saw an old woran rhere alto selling one halfl plece of g mirror.  He quickly wenr up fo her and connected the
rw haives, formirg a complere circle

Hei Teyen wag filled with both sorrow and foy, and ke inseribed @ poern on the mirror that read, “The mimror
wer! away with the person, the mirror has now been returned but the perion has not. No longer can the goddess in the
moon be seen; only the moon's brightness remaing in the sky. " He then gave the complete mirror fo the old woman
fo take back with her.

Princess Le Ch'ang was deeply grieved when she sow the inscribed poem. But after Yang Su learned of the whole
ratter, he wai terribly moved, He requested someone fo find Hii Te-yen, brought him back and allowed husband and
wife I renmite,

e i TR (Mterally) a broken mirror {8 reas- M to scatter; to disperse; o dissipate;
seqmbled — (sabd of a divorced or to divert
separated couple) reunion and recon- TCVF the Lantern Festival (on the 15th day
ciliation of the First Moon on the Chiness

g the Southern Drynasties, 420-589 AD., hunar calendar marking the end of New
including Sung, Ch'i, Liang and Ch'en. Year's festivities)

TR = 553-604 A.D., the last monarch of the il to break up; 0 scatier; to disperse
Ch'en dynasty noted for his poems s (in old China) a vassal or subject who
and debauchery. has rendered outstanding service; (in

& F the crown prince modern sense) one who has made

B EE the living quarters of a monarch in significant contribution to & epecific
his palace tagk,

e person’s name L E person’s name

i o Emperor Wen (541-604 A.D.), the boed R to wear a sad or distressed expression
founding monarch of the Sui dynasty bk to devise means; (o think of a scheme
(581-618 A.D.) it to entrust; to rely on; to request

R to fight for; to struggle for A a termple fair

B to fight (between nations); to wage IETS happen to, as it happens; just at the
wir right time

g sooner of later s quickly, with no loss of time

. to perish; to die out &4 to connect; 1o assemble

e loving husband and wife; a devoted A g T AN intermingling of sorrow and joy
cople 1K altogether; all

15 +H my forever together i 1) no longer; not any more

| € to meet again; to have a reunion i {in Chinese legend) the goddess of the

12 % evidence, basis (for belief or sup- moon who ascended to the moon after
position) secretly eating her husband's im-

BB chaos and social uphesvals brought mortality pill, here refers to his wife.
about by war L) & unfon or reunion (esp. of a family)
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A Beauty
And

Peach
Blossoms

There was once g schodar By the mame off T wi M,
win fived during the Tang dynasty (6.1 AD) He
wag @ genfie man whe oved to trevel frome place o
Place, enfoying the seenie bemuty and compoging poeliry,

e fime, on Tomb-Swesping Day, Tl Hu went
to the countryside for g spring owding, He was fascingfed
by flowers and follage covering the countryside, and
wrrvagre of the fime, ke strolled abowur for hours, AT of
a smudder e felt thirsty and noticed o house nearby,
He went up fo the gate and knocked, thinking he would
ask for a cup of water,. To Tilwl Hu's surprise, rhe
person who grswered the door was an exceedingly
bequtiful worman, On seeing her, he was immedisrely
taken in by her beauty and complerely forgor his thirst,

The girl blushed when she taw the expression on
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Te'lui Hu's face, and said saftly, “Whar s ir you want, Sief""

Ts'ui Hu finally awoke from his reverie and seid politely, *T. . I would like a cup of water. "

Shortly after, the girl come out of the courtyard thar was filled with peach blossoms, carrying @ cup of water, The
worngn s baqurty and the begury of the Towers enhanced each orher and the fmage vazs incredibly beaurful

Afrer Ts'ui Hu returned home he yearned endlessly for the begurifel girl  For the longest fime he simply coubd ol put
her cut af Ris mimd

The next year on Tomb-Sweeping Day, T 'wi traveled back fo the same place.  Hie kad longed for the girl 3o rerribly and
hoped he might see her again,  Who would have suspected that when he arrived at the house, the peach blogsoms that filled
the courtyard were fTittering in the spring breeze fust a5 they had @ year earlier, but the lock on the pare kad become rusted.
To'ui Hu was deeply grieved and regreted not returning earfier o see her, He then ingeribed a poem on the door that read:
Last year on this day, inside this gate, the erimaon of her face and that of the blosioms enhanced and bequtified sach other. I
krnow not where this fioce har gone, ver the bossoms lewh i the sgpring breeze fust o before,

This means: Lest year on this dey T seood ar chis gate ond saw g girl ax beaurifl as peach Mossoms, [ don't know
wihtere thin beaurifiel giel &5 now, AN thar (s left fz the peach fTowers blossoming in the spring wind, fust a3 they were the year
before.

A Wi HETE (Literally) a beauty and peach blossoms—tl
is the same but the people are different.

& an intellestual: a scholar

il T PeTsON’s NAmE

R elegant and refined in manner; gentle

i L Bk to travel from place to place enjoying t
nature; to go on teips to different scende spo

F R to compose Postry

P HH Toemb-Sweeping Day

o Ry to go hiking on a spring day; spring outing

%% 1L 38 FF covering the countryside

TEM flowers and plants

G| to atiract; bo draw

At te #trall; 4o foam; to wander about

(n 7 -] thirsty

REFZ AT

kil to go forward

ik ™ to knock at the door

it to beg for; to demand; 1o ask for

[ A! to answer the door

B A an incomparable besuty; a rare beauty

R appearance; looks

i facial expression; look

) dream; illusion

i AR o regain consciousness, clear-headed

BERR to enhance each other

TR L] to yearn day and night

- for a long, long time

i to forget; to dismiss from one's mind

i as usaal; as before

b E to flutter; to wave in the air

R o 2 1o get rasty

I door

i to inscribe; to write

¥ ki to blossom
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The Name Appears
Behind Sun Shan

In China, from the Tang to the Ch'ing dynasties, a test was wied to select out talented and able men. Those whe
passed the examination cowld then serve in the imperial government, Intellecheals would sperd many agonizing years
studying, only to pass this civil service examtination, Tn this way, they could not only go into service for the imperial
court but they could also gain a reputation and wealth,

During the Sung dynasty (9601279 AD.), there lived a wcholar named Sun Shar.  Not only was ke highly
talented, but he could write very well and was quite witty, One time, it fust so happened that the imperial government
was holding its triennlal examingtion. Sun Shan had prepared tome things in a bag and waz planning to go to the
capital to take part fn the examingtion. His neighbor had @ son who was glso going fo teke part. 8o the two of them
set out together, Once they arvived in the capital city of Fien Ching, the two of them settled fnto @ hotel, ther went to
the examingrion hall ro fake the exam,

It was probably the case that cither of them had not ruch buck when taking the examingtion; for when the test
results were posted, Sun Shan's name waz very Lzt on the Kt of those who had passed and the neighbor'’s son had
Sfunked all together. After finding that he was g successful candidare, Sun Shan refurned to kit hometown in glory,
But since the neighbor's son had not pawsed the fexs, he remained in the capitel city and burfed himself in his studies in
preparation for the mext imperial examingfion,

When Sun Shan returned home, ks nelghbor discovered that Wis son had not returned with Sun Shan. Concerned
ghout thiv the nelphbor ran to Sun Shan's home and asked, “What place did my son take on the test?"”

Suri Shart srnlled and replied, "0 all the names of the siecesiful candidares Sun Shan' was the very last, Your
o wark evert below Sum Shar', "

This means: T took the very last place of those who pessed the exgmination, Bul your ton fested out even

behind e,

F &L (literzlly) name comes out behind the HiEET 10 go or travel together
last name, that of Sun Shan—to fail in iFW the capital of the Morthern Sung
an examination. dynasty (now called K'al-feng)

M| o select: to plek out the better ones e ] an exam place; a test ground
from a group of people £ hack in examination

AF i talent; a man of talent; a man of | b to publish or announce results of
wbility examination

I to pass an exam (for admisslon to a T formerly, to fail a civil exam; to
school, employment, ete,) flunk an exam for & job or schoeol

BT to be an official; to join government admission
service - a successful candidate of the natlonal

- I 0 B to spend many leng and difficult years civil service sxam held at the imperial
studying capital in former times

18 the civil service exarmination svsiem AR to return to one's hometown in silken
of ald China robes—return home after making good

£ I W to attain both fame and wealth Wb capital city

g literary works L | to bury one's head in studying

i humorous 5 names of all the successful candidates

il {E to happen by coincidence in the civil service exam

R cloth bag containing clothing, ete.; a o the very end, very last
cloth wrapper o (polite) your son

it to go to take part in an examination

U
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