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Preface

The Chinese have a long history and inherit abundant
humanistic thoughts and wisdom. As time progresses, our
culture is becoming ever richer and more diverse. Whether
Chinese culture can take root and be passed down to future
generations depends on whether we are faithfully writing
down the vast and profound contents of the culture and

promoting the education of overseas Chinese,

The OCAC has endeavored to sponsor cultural and
educational activities in overseas Chinese communities.
We have compiled a series of Chinese language textbooks
and put them in print. Theses materials enable overseas
Chinese to understand Chinese culture, raise their language
abilities. Despite of changes in time, they can siill gain
ancestors’ wisdom from history, and learn the Chinese

philosophy of getting along with people.

OCAC ,Republic of China{Taiwan)
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Shadows and Footprints

A timid man was once walking along a road. Without thinking he
looked down and — eek! — there beneath his feet was a dark shadow. He
turned his head and — horrors! — what did he see but a line of footprints
behind him. He was terrified by the thought that a ghost was following
him. He hastened his steps, but the shadow stuck with him. Another look
behind showed that sure enough there were even more footprints trailing
him. So he took off at a bounding run, but the faster he went, the closer
the shadow followed, and the more footprints there were behind. Fearing
his pace was too slow, he ran headlong for all he was worth, not daring to
rest for a second. Finally this pitiable man wore himself out and fell to the
ground dead.

This man wanted to shake off the shadow, but didn’t realize that all he
had to do was stand in a dark place and then he wouldn't be able to see 1t.
He wanted to be rid of the footprints, but didn’t realize that all he had to do
was stand still and no more footprints would be produced. Everything he
did had exactly the opposite result from what he wanted. Wasn't this man
a little foolish?

(From Chuang-fzu)
Moral
To solve a problem, one needs to make clear what it is and where it came
from. then realistically seek a solution. Simply
running away will not solve matters, but
only bring more hardship on oneself.
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Buying Shoes

There once was a man who wanted to buy a pair of shoes. Before going
out he measured his feet with a ruler and wrote the figures on a slip of
paper. At the shoe store, he looked about and finally found a style that
pleased him. But it occurred to him that he had left the measurements at
home. He said to the storekeeper, “1 forgot to bring the measurements
with me. Let me run home and get them.” Before the shopkeeper could
answer, he rushed home. He fetched the measurements from home, but by
the time he hurried back to the shoe store, it was already closed.
There was nothing to do but walk home in disappointment.

On the road home he met a friend, who greeted him,
“Hello! Where have vou been keeping yourself.
Why are you so glum? Is something bothering you?”

This fellow replied, “How upsetting! I was
all set to buy a pair of new shoes, but it did not
work out.” He told his friend what had happened.

The friend said, “You may have forgotten the
measurements, but you didn't need to run home for them.
Wouldn't trying on the shoes have worked?”

This fellow answered, “No, no! Measurements are reliable, but how
can I trust my own feet?”

(From Han-fei-tzu)

Moral

Sticking rigidly to doctrine rather than going by the facts shows a
lack of good sense. The story pokes fun at those who adhere to fixed
rules but are oblivious to the true situation.
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The Clever Turtle

One day a fox and a wolf went out together to seek food. The fox said
to the wolf, “Let's split up and bring what food we find back here.”

The wolf agreed, so one of them headed east and the other west.

Before long the fox saw a turtle by the river. He made a quick leap
and seized it. Though frightened to be seized by the fox, the turtle played
it calm and said unhurriedly, *Aha, so it's Mr. Fox! I thought it would be
the wolf. I was going to meet the wolf here and take him across the river
for a treat.”

The fox grilled him. “What treat? What is so good on the other side
of the river?”

The turtle took its time answering. “A few days ago I carried a goat
and a rabbit across the river. Little did I know they would be such
ingrates: not only didn't they thank me, they spread nasty rumors about
me. Yesterday I promised Mr. Wolf to take him across the river today so
he can eat those scoundrels up.” With an air of mystery the turtle added,
“But Mr. Wolf told me not to let anyone know.”

The fox thought to himself, “*So the wolf wanted to keep the feast for
himself. It's a good thing I caught this turtle first!” He said to the turtle,
“If you take me across the river I'll spare your life.”

The turtle had the fox mount its back and then swam quickly toward
the other bank. Midway across, the turtle suddenly plunged underwater,
leaving the fox to drown.

(A tale of the Yao minority people)

Moral

. Intime of danger one should cope calmly, as the turtle did.

2  The fox fell into the turtle’'s trap because it failed to trust its friend and
was greedy for the feast across the river. Instead of eating the turtle, it lost its
lifa in the river.
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The Ugly Maiden Imitates Hsi-shih

Hsi-shih was a famous beauty of Yiieh during the Spring and Autumn
period. While walking through her village one day, Hsi-shih was attacked
by sudden heartache, so she pressed her arms to her chest and knit her
brows.

At this moment an ugly maiden of the village walked past Hsi-shih.
Envious at the sight of such beauty, she studied Hsi-shih closely and had a
revelation: “I know why she looks so beautiful: she has her arms pressed
to her chest, and her eyebrows are knit together!”

So the ugly maiden imitated Hsi-shih’'s appearance. Pressing her arms
to her chest and knitting her eyebrows tightly, she walked up and down the
village street.

In a flurry, the villagers commented on her odd, repelling appearance:
“That woman was ugly in the first place, and now she is making it worse
with her airs. There must be something wrong with her upstairs.” Some of
them ran home and closed their shutters, not wanting to see her, while
children followed laughing at this “face that could break a mirror.” Others
hurried their wives and children out of sight from her, afraid that she might
bump into them.

The ugly maiden imitated Hsi-shih's pained expression, thinking this
would make her as beautiful as Hsi-shih, but instead it only made her
uglier.

(From Chuang-tzu)
Moral

Unthinking imitation of the external features of others brings no rewards and

may have laughable or even tragic consequences,
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Draining a Pond for a Pearl

In the Spring and Autumn peried an official named Huan Ts'ui held
military authority in the state of Sung. He was known as Marshal Huan.

Marshal Huan committed an offense and fled to another kingdom in
fear of punishment. The King of Sung was thrown into consternation by
news of Marshal Huan's flight, not because he wished to capture and punish
the marshal, but because of a precious pearl. Before this, Marshal Huan
had acquired a priceless pearl that filled the King's heart with envy. For
some time the King had been looking for a chance to call it his own, and now
at last the chance had come.

So the King sent a messenger to ask after Marshal Huan in the
neighboring state. The messenger spoke threateningly, “Where did you
hide the pearl? You had better hand it over compliantly. Otherwise, the
king will have you captured and taken back for punishment. Iam sure you
would not want that!™

Marshal Huan kept his composure, “Too bad. When [ was fleeing
Sung, it occurred to me that to carry such a precious pearl on my person
would give me constant worries about thieves and robbers. To save myself
trouble, I quickly threw it in the pond before my house.”

The messenger returned to Sung and reported to the King. The King's
only thought was to get the pearl, so without considering the truth of
Marshal Huan’s words, he ordered his subjects to drain the pond and seek
the pearl.

The pond was large and contained many fish of all sizes. It took days
for the King's subjects to drain the pond, and when they did, there was no
pearl to be seen. There were only shoals of fish dead in heaps on the dry
pond bottom.

(From Lii-shih ch’un-ch'iu)
Moral

Hope of gain befuddles the wits. The greedy man is vulnerable to trickery.
He pursues the object of his desire, oblivious to others' losses. In his wasteful
greed the King of Sung not only failed to get the pearl, but caused the death of
many fish.
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King Yu Beats the Drum

The kingdom of Western Chou bordered on the lands of the Hsi-jung
and Ch'llan-jung, and it was often attacked by these barbarians. In order
that the wvassal armies could assemble to aid the Son of Heaven in the
shortest time, the Chou dynasty instituted the building of lofty drum towers
on major roads around the capital. If any tower noticed an encroachment
by the Jungs, it would immediately beat its drums. Other towers, upon
hearing the tattoo, would also sound their drums. Messages could thus be
transmitted over a distance by a relay of drums, and when the feudal lords
heard drumbeats, they would immediately send soldiers to the capital and
drive back the enemy.

Once during the reign of King Yu when the Jungs invaded, King Yu
ordered the drums to be beaten, In a trice, drumbeats shook the heavens,
and vassal armies hurried to the rescue from all sides. King Yu's favorite
consort Paop-ssu found the tumult delightful and broke into unwonted
laughter. King Yu was pleased at the rare sight of her smile and said, “You
like to hear drums and watch the lords come rushing. That is a simple
thing. Whenever you like [ will have the drums beaten.”

Sure enough, after this King Yu had the drums beaten several times
just to please Pao-ssu. At the beat of the drums the vassal armies came
quickly. But time and again they rushed to the capital city only to learn
they had been tricked: there was no enemy!

Later the Jungs mounted a great invasion. King Yu quickly told his
men to beat the drums for help. But this time the feudal lords thought the
King was only making sport with them again to please Pao-ssu. Each of
them held their troops in place and did not heed the drums.

As a result, the Jungs overran the capital and abducted Pao-ssu. King
Yu died at the feet of Mt. Li, an object of ridicule to all.

(From Lii-shih ch’un-ch'iu)

Moral

A person whose words or deeds betray a trust, who deceives others time and
again, will meet with disbelief even though he speaks the truth. Habitual deceit
hurts only the deceiver.
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The Golden Pheasant and the Fox

In the forest was a pheasant whose rainbow-hued feathers were long
and glossy. The pheasant took no end of pride in her pretty feathers, and
thought no bird in the forest could rival her for beauty.

This was the day when all the birds in the forest came to join in a
beauty contest. In the end it was the peacock, not the pheasant, who was
chosen the most beautiful bird in the forest. The pheasant did not admit
defeat, thinking the beauty contest had been unfair., She angrily hid
herself up in a tree.

Just then a honeyed voice was heard at the foot of the tree, “Is that
Miss Pheasant perching in the tree? You are so pretty, but you were not
chosen in the beauty contest. Those oafs must not have eyes in their
heads!”

The pheasant looked down and realized a fox was talking to her.

“Miss Pheasant, don't stand there sulking. Come down and let me
look at your beautiful feathers!” The fox went on, “Your
feathers are more beautiful than a rainbow in the sky.”




“Only Brother Fox has good judgement.” Feeling she had found a bosom
friend, right away the pheasant jumped down from the tree and trustingly
moved close to the fox, preparing to confide in him. Little did she think
the fox would swiftly snatch out with its paws and seize her.

Before she could utter a peep, the poor pheasant became supper for the
fox.

(A fable of the Ch'iang minority people)

Moral

Those who flatter often lay traps: beware of sugary words and honeyed
phrases. Being overly vain, the pheasant fell for the fox's flattery, and so lost her
life.
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Tseng Shen the Killer

Confucius's disciple Tseng Shen was known in the state of Lu for his
sterling moral gqualities.

Tseng Shen lived in a town named Pi. One day a man in the town was
murdered, and the killer had the same given name and surname as Tseng
Shen. A townsman dashed to Tseng Shen’s house and told his mother,
“Tseng Shen killed someone. Get away from here quickly, so no one will
take revenge on you.”

Madame Tseng was in her room weaving. On hearing the news, she
replied without raising her head, “That could not be. My son would not kill
anyone.” And she kept right on weaving,

A moment later someone else came running and said to Madame Tseng,
“Tseng Shen killed a man. Run away from here now.” Madame Tseng
ignored him and kept weaving.

A while later another man came running and said anxiously to Tseng
Shen's mother, “Hurry, hurry! Run away! Tseng Shen has just killed a
man!” This time Tseng Shen's mother was afraid. Straightaway she threw
her shuttle down, climbed over the wall, and ran away.

(From Chan-kuo is'e)
Moral

False words spoken often may be taken as true. As the saying goes, "A
crowd of mouths can scorch metal; rumors are a terror.” Let us heighten our
vigilance toward rumors, clearly judging their truth or falsehood, so as not to be
deceived.
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Asking a Fox for Its Skin

There was a man who was particular in his tastes for food and clothing.
He liked to wear luxurious furs and eat exotic, fresh game.

He got the idea of making a fur coat out of fox fur, so he went to a
mountain grove to talk this over with a pack of foxes.

He said to them, “Foxes, foxes, your fur looks wonderful! A coat made
of such fur would be warm and good-looking. Would you be so kind as to
let me strip off your skin to make a coat?”

“What? Strip our skins to make a fur coat?” All the foxes ran off as
fast as their legs could carry them and hid themselves deep in the
mountains.

The man thought, “What a pity! The foxes got away from me. Be
that as it may, tomorrow is a feast day. Since I am here in the mountains,
I might as well find a sheep I can cut up for mutton, to take back and put on
the offering table.”

And so he walked up to a flock of sheep and said, “Sheep, sheep, I have
something to discuss with you. Tomorrow is a big feast day, and I need a
piece of mutton for the offering. Which of you will let me cut a piece of
mutton from your body?”

“This man wants to cut flesh from our bodies! Hurry! Run away!”
The sheep bleated to each other and fled into the thick forest.

In the end the man stripped no skin from a fox, nor did he cut flesh
from a sheep. He walked home crestfallen and empty-handed.

(from Fu-tzu)
Moral

When talking matters over, if you stand to get the benefits and give others a

raw deal, they surely will not agree to your wishes.
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The Greedy Rich Man

Once upon a time there was a rich man who would not give up his
greedy ways, though he had plenty of money. His one and only family
member was a dim-witted son.

One day the rich man went up a mountain with his dim-witted son to
cut firewood. The trees grew thickly there, and wild grass grew taller than
a man. Suddenly, a tiger ran out from a bunch of grass. The son saw it
and quickly hid himself beside a nearby rock. The tiger leaped at the rich
man and pressed him down with his front paws. The rich man shouted in
panic, “Son, come save me!”

The son heard his cries and ran out from behind the rock, axe in hand.
As the rich man squirmed in the tiger's claws, the son raised the axe and
was about to deal the tiger a blow.

At this the rich man let out a shout, “Hold it, son. A tiger’s skin is not
worth money if it's damaged.”

The dim-witted son thought this made sense, so he threw the axe aside
and turned to pick up a heavy club. As he raised the club to strike the
tiger, the rich man shouted again, “Wait! If we capture this tiger alive, it
will be worth a good price in the city.”

The dim-witted son thought this was a good idea, so he dropped the club
and ran back to fetch some rope used for bundling wood. By this time the
tiger had clamped its jaws on the rich man and was dragging his lifeless
body up the mountain.

(A Mongolian tale)
Moral

A man who is mad for money thinks of nothing else. He often forgets more

important things, even to the point of throwing his life away.
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A Stone Ox Conquers Shu

Long ago in the western part of Szechuan Province was a kingdom
called Shu. King Hui of Ch'in wanted to send troops to occupy Shu, but the
road there was precipitous, and it was difficult to move troops across the
deep, fast-flowing rivers.

King Hui sent men to ask gquestions, and they learned that Shu was
ruled by a greedy-minded marquis. Thereupon King Hui ordered his
artisans to sculpt a great stone ox, and had them place gold, silver, and
precious silks beneath the ox's rump. He let word be spread abroad that
this was a magic ox; each day it voided treasures from its bowels instead of
manure.

Later King Hui sent someone to tell the Marquis of Shu, “*Our King Hui
of Ch'in knows you are the greatest of rulers, Marguis. To show his
respect, King Hui is prepared to give the precious magic ox to vou. But the
road from Ch'in to Shu is so0 rugged as to be impassable. How can we




transport the precious ox to you?"

The Marquis of Shu had heard of the magic ox, and was overjoyed by
the message from Ch'in. He hastily answered, “That poses no problem.
In no time I will have men cut a passage through rock and lay a flat road
surface. What iz more, I will send some sturdy braves from our state to
meet you and safely bring back the magic ox.”

King Hui of Ch'in knew that the marquis had fallen into his trap. He
ordered a large force to secretly follow after the ox. When the mountain
road was made passable and the magic ox was taken through, the Ch'in
soldiers charged forward and broke through into Shu. The state of Shu fell
because of the marquis’ greed for a trifling object.

{(From Lieh-tzu)

Moral

This story cautions us not to covet trifles at the expense of important things.
Let us not be so intent on momentary gain that we neglect the harm that might

come in its wake.
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The Clever Man and the Muscle Man

A muscle man and a clever man both lived in the same small village.
The villagers had great admiration for them both and said, “We have two
great men; one has brawn and the other brains.”

But the muscle man did not admit this, and thought, “Hmph! Why
make a big deal over the ‘clever’ man? He's a puny runt who probably
can't lift a hod of dirt. How can they say he's as great as [ am? It is I who
am the only great man of the village.” And so one day he brought together a
lot of villagers and called for the clever man to come. Then he said to the
clever man, “I can throw a thousandweight piece of iron over a ten-foot wall;
I can pull up a poplar tree by the roots. Can you?”

The clever man nonchalantly pulled out a silk handkerchief from his
pocket and said, “If that’s so, you surely won't have any problem throwing
this handkerchief over that wall in front of us. Please give it a try! If you
can throw it across, I will admire you greatly.”

The muscle man scornfully took the handkerchief, thinking, “What
could be hard about this? He underestimates me.” He raised his arm and
threw the handkerchief toward the wall. He threw it several times, but no
matter how he threw, the gossamer handkerchief floated down at his feet
every time. The muscle man blushed to the tips of his ears: he was too
embarrassed to look at the villagers.

At this point the clever man grabbed a handful of dirt and wrapped the
handkerchief around it. With a light toss, the handkerchief went flying
over the wall. The muscle man looked on in shame and admiration. From
then on he dared not say he was the greatest man in the village.

(A Uygur fable)

Moral
Problems are sometimes solved by brain, not brawn. This story is also an
instance of arrogance inviting defeat.






FRRT

W T rd r e D R s — AL R LR 0 Bk BT
ML ELT i — R Koo MrmiE -l g B e EiAE
B &L IsFriierTreiiEigrE N ier#is e

WrFril: 0 [ R RedipBiTi—8.f3 Ruftefigads
BB AnE g 7

ArLELHE [ MiFde.len: ? de—BabeFi S ko g
®il! J

ARl AsE Bt B TiFREy —-BiEiMELErTi o Be
Friisiai 0 [ Fefa3)Ti%: 7 |

Ariils 0 [ odiadn . maLTie |

WeFrLapa: [ Engididsresoe; ? |

[ ke Buibaka$iTie b PIGRH AL KaMi
i il 0 B SR A0 LM b — ik LR RefrEi T

W Fri: T RLELPIABIRrELE S0 LR o
HIAFRIEL e dy PLA I RIFIRG R Mot Tt 0 [ &I
A7 FelaFrd~tteig e HigiRi® » ALl el Rrg
H2858 0 B BRIl RaT i — 8. Rofoil o8 ORI R s
%i? |

T el reR LRy o FLE IR MR T 8] 1R R
|33 T

( msdtegrl F2Fr) )

[EE)

ArtErps il B MR R o AR LE - B
5 o WMo i~ BFRLMIA c N R L oA ST B L E L
MidriEL s ELRCEFLE-TENEvhI#LR. » BeAnE gy o Wl TFoRLE-Bs
T el WA P ol o0 P R o M 085 |



'VYYVYVY VWY




The Lost Sheep

Yang-tzu was a philosopher of the Warring States period. Once a
sheep strayed away from his neighbor’s flock. The neighbor had sent his
whole family out looking for it, and now he came to ask Yang-tzu’s servants
to join in the search.

Yang-tzu said, “Only one sheep has gone astray. Why do you want so
many people to search for it?"

The neighbor said, “Don’t you know? There are many forks in the
paths hereabouts.”

After chasing the sheep awhile, the searchers came back one by one.
Yang-tzu asked them, “Did you find the sheep?”

They answered, “No, it got away from us.”

“How could it be so hard to find?” asked Yang-tzu.

The searchers said, “There are too many forked paths. Every fork in a




path leads to more forked paths. We don't know which path the sheep
took, so we had to come back.”

At these words Yang-tzu's expression turned pensive. He was silent
guite awhile and did not smile. His students thought this strange and
asked him, “Master, a sheep is not a treasure, and besides that sheep was
not yours. Why does a stray sheep make you so downcast?”

Yang-tzu did not reply; his students did not understand what was on
Yang-tzu's mind.

(From Lieh-tzu)

Moral

The forked paths in the story are like the multiplicity of roads in life or the
many schools of learning. In our dealings with this world and our search for
knowledge, if we do not grasp the correct direction we are liable to get lost and
stumble onto a wayward path. It was this weighty problem that made Yang-tzu
feel downcast.
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The False Man

A man once raised a pondful of fish, but was much irritated that
neighboring cormorants were flying to his pond and snatching fish to eat.
He thought of a method to chase off the cormorants. He bound straw
around bamboo poles to make the shape of a man, dressed the dummy in a
suit of clothes, put a hat on its head, and stuck it in the pond’s center.

A flock of cormorants saw the man in the center of the pond. At first
they dared not swoop down. They circled over the scarecrow’s head a few
times, now keeping their distance and now getting closer. They even
pecked at its hatbrim a few times. But the man did not react at all.
Before long they found out the truth. “Aha, it turns out to be a false man,
put here to scare us.”

So the flock of cormorants came to snatch up fish. Some even rested
on the straw man's hat, not the least afraid.

Seeing this, the pond's owner was doubly angry. He got up before
dawn the next day and went to the pond. He removed the straw man and
put on its clothes and hat, then stood unmoving at the center of the pond,
waiting for the cormorants.

Daybreak soon came, and the cormorants came to snatch up fish.
When they had gotten their fill, they flew to rest on the “straw man's"” hat.
Thereupon the owner suddenly reached up and caught one of them by the
leg.

The cormorant thrashed about but could not get free. In its fright it
flapped its wings together and said, “The false man has caught me! The
false man has caught me!"

The owner said laughingly, “It may have been a false man vesterday,
but it's an honest-to-goodness man today.”

(From Ch'tian-tzu)

Moral

Things in this world change moment by moment. If we only rely en previous
experience and just get by on habit, we will meet with unlooked-for disaster.
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Grain and Gold

An old man lived together with his two sons. Both were fully grown,
tall and sound of limb, but they were fond of idle ways and would not work

for their keep. The old man admonished them again and again, but they
would not listen.

Then the old man fell ill. As death drew near he called his sons and
said, “I'm about to die. I have not left you boys much. But a while ago I
buried some gold in the empty plot behind the house. After I am dead,
take the hoes back there and dig up the gold. Then you needn't worry
about food and clothing.” Having said this, the old man died.

The next day the brothers did as their father said; shouldering their
hoes, they went to the empty plot behind the house and commenced digging.
The more they dug, the farther from the house they got. Before too many
days passed, they had dug up a sizeable area. But still they had not found
any gold.

Then the younger brother saw people nearby sowing seeds and said,
“Since we have dug up this big a patch, let's sow seeds like the others.”

After they sowed their grain it sprouted, grew tall, and then ripened.
The brothers went on digging in the dirt for gold. One day the older
brother raised his head — before his eyes golden grain stretched into the
distance, gleaming in the sunlight. Whereupon, a realization came to him,
and he said to his younger brother, “Look! This field of grain in front of us
is nothing other than gold! The gold that father spoke of is none other than
this grain!”

(A parable of the Wa minority people)

Moral

Only tilled ground can produce a harvest. The old man came up with the
scheme of digging for gold, so his sons who wanted something for nothing would
learn the meaning of work. Grain is gold, and gold is gained through hard work.
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Purple Clothes

Duke Huan of C'hi was one of the five big warlords of the Spring and
Autumn period. For a time he took a fancy to the color purple and wore
purple clothes every day. Seeing their ruler’s fondness for purple clothes,
officials and commoners alike vied to imitate him. For a time purple
clothes were the height of fashion, and a piece of purple clothing cost five
times more than a white piece. This made Duke Huan uneasy, so he went
to talk it over with his counselor, Kuan Chung. He said, “I like to wear
purple clothes, so now it's the fashion in this country to wear purple.
Because of this, purple clothes are selling at these high prices. What can
be done?”

Kuan Chung said, “If you want to put a stop to this craze, there is a
way. Do not wear purple clothes vourself, and say to the people next to
you, ‘I sometimes find the odor of purple clothes disagreeable.’ If a person
wearing purple clothes approaches you, say to him: ‘Please back up a bit.
I find the odor of purple clothes disagreeable.” Try doing this and see if it is
effective.”

Duke Huan did as Kuan Chung said. On the first day the attendants
and trusted officials saw that Duke Huan was not wearing purple and did not
like people to wear purple, so they quickly changed into clothes of other
eolors. On the second day citizens in the capital saw that purple clothes
were rejected by Duke Huan and those in his palace, so great numbers of
them changed to other colors. On the third day, people outside the city saw
it was no longer the fashion in the capital to wear purple. Everyone
followed their lead, and within three short days no one in the land wore
purple.

(From Han-fei-tzu)
Moral

The preferences of high-ranking persons are imitated by those below. Thus,
superiors should take care that their words and deeds are a positive influence on
subordinates. This parable also points out how prone the average person is to

chase after fashion. Absurd as this trait may be, it has been prevalent from
ancient to modern times.
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The Crow Learns to Sing

In a mountain grove there was once a lark that excelled at singing. It
had only to open its beak, and a hush would come over the whole grove.
The honeybee would rest on a flower petal to listen: the lamb would lean
against its mother's bosom to listen; the fawn would stop eating grass and
raise its head to listen; all sorts of birds would stop their chirping and
quietly listen to the lark’s song.

The crow looked upon this situation with envy. It thought, “Singing is
not so difficult.” It opened its mouth to test its voice, “Squawk! Squawk!
Well, my voice is not bad. Once I get the lark to give me a few pointers,
my singing may even be more poplular than hers.”

The next day the crow flew to the tree where the lark lived and said to
her, “Miss Lark, I'd really like to sing. Can you teach me?”

The lark was delighted to hear this and said with sincerity, “To learn to
sing, first of all you must be in earnest. Are you?” The crow nodded.

The lark went on to say, “Second, you have to practice hard for a long
time. Do you have patience?” The crow nodded.

Thereupon the lark began teaching the crow to sing. But wouldn't you
know it? After learning only two lines the erow flapped its wings and said,
“I have mastered it; I have mastered it!" With that it made a few squawks
and flew off, supposing these were a beautiful song. Little did it know that
all the animals in the forest covered their ears to keep from hearing the
sound. Even humans said such squawking was a bad omen, and drove the
crow away when they saw it.

=

(A fable of the Yi minority people)
Moral
In learning a skill you need to be patient and devote time to it. Otherwise,

you will not be successful.
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Putting on a High Hat

The popular saying “to put a high hat on someone's head” means to
treat someone in a flattering manner. A man was once assigned to be an
official in a distant place. Before setting out, he went to visit his teacher
and say farewell.

His teacher said, “It isn't easy being a local official. You had better be
cautious in what vou do and say.”

The student said, “Put your mind at ease, Teacher. I have prepared
one hundred high hats. Whoever I run into, I'll give him one to wear,
That should keep me from having conflicts.”

The teacher said angrily, “A person ought to be upright and honest. If
other people are good, call them good. If they are bad, call them bad.
How can you go about giving away high hats, regardless of what sort of
person you're dealing with?"

The student said, “But nowadays everyone likes being given a high hat
to wear.”

The teacher sighed, “Ah! The vanity of such people has gotten out of
hand.”

The student said, “How many people are there under Heaven who are
as committed to honesty and uprightness as you are, Teacher?"

The teacher was pleased by his student’s words. With a nod he said,
“Yes, there is a point to what you say.”

Having bid farewell to his teacher, the student went home and told his '

family, "You know those hundred hats of mine? I only have ninty-nine of
them left now.”

(From Yi-hsiao)
Moral

Some people are so busy blaming others they neglect to examine themselves.
They may do the very thing they rebuke others for, but they will not realize it.







T 25

Hiakink-Me o BOE LA —-RiL I LRIV IAL Y SAEMRE
Fadfviote for—-MRSELLAE A Tl s Mued 4T LRL  Argbodlof Do~
FipaBre Haogher AMaffisb: [ Al | {2l idragid
s £% e ST EY £F S

Hr——iher fhedrdokfFrli@ane e RrEr—-i Lo e
e Ri—ErEr B fRoeh Al Fi—HrBrRIE L L
fere iEpprBoB iR AT WobiRIT ML W O
okt pikt e TiE LISk H R AL Brdriididei—
For IR FIEMRAT ALYy BB AR VEVIeLEI R 0 EL
ATHEEE 85 31 5 3T £ LT SN L 3 15 2825 S L P8 E

e rif (v Frimdi AL Ti—FrdsmeEL /M R
BUFIUIMRLT MRSk o BV RViE R — - g e R T 2
Btoo gt RrfEl R LA LM L B R ok 0 BPLEE S Radi B S
Fie Mo rTi LI Tio RIMITLATodhifR-Ry 2
ErELSI b —-i LR -~ dRedl L Ko

e Brbcde il a4t B e 0T jhee Tl o ft K S0 K1
ey MaFrR s Meidbrdbeli oy 0 MIRITIRIBLT IR
Bro ledgemii R —-0.Fi R B L8 0 BT L
FeWie

( Rsdtrg-{ BeELEL) )

[ B )

B R -l A A iAol el ST BB Bl
M- dode s B AeAep: v AsdeAeiErEaELEy 0 FrEnd
e WIBse BRR-c FiR-Bec A B b R-MIN . BB B
Aot Ao oAl 1l -






The Thousand-Tricent Steed

During the Spring and Autumn period a man of Ch'in named Sun Yang
was quite knowledgeable about horses. At a glance he could tell a horse's
quality. He was especially good at spotting horses that could run a
thousand tricents in a day. For this reason people called him “Po-le,” after
a mythical star that had charge of horses in Heaven.

Once Po-le went on an excursion to T"ai-hang Mountain. On an uphill
road he saw an old horse straining to pull a salt wagon up the mountain. It
was drenched with the sweat of exhaustion; its four legs were trembling;
and lather sprayed from its mouth. The road was rough and the salt wagon
was heavy. The horse no sooner pulled one step forward than it had to go
two steps back. However it tried, it could not pull the wagon up the
mountain, Finally its strength gave out, and it could only lay beside the
road wheezing.

Po-le approached the salt wagon and looked the old horse over closely.
He could not help shedding tears at what he saw: In fact this was a rare
thousand-tricent horse. It should have been galloping across a plain or ona
battlefield, instead of pulling this salt wagon. Po-le's heart ached for the
horse. He pulled off his own coat to lay across the horse's body; all the
while he stroked it pityingly.

By now the horse knew that this man recognized its true qualities.
Gratefully it edged closer to Po-le; it lowered its head and whickered.
Then it raised its head and neighed several times to the heavens. This was
truly the neigh of a thousand tricent horse. The full, clear tones mounted
to the very clouds,

(From Chan-kuo ts'e)

Moral

Without a judge of horses like Po-le, a thousand-tricent horse will not be
known. Without a man who spots and cherishes men of talent, they will be
mistreated and buried in obscurity. Thousand-tricent horses and talented persons
are treasures, to be sure; but one who can judge horses or recognize talent is more
valuable still.
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The Old Monkey Man

Unce there was an old man who was called the “Old Monkey Man” hy
people in his locality, because he relied on a troop of monkeys for his living.

The Old Monkey Man captured all the monkeys from the nearby
mountain and locked them in a cage in his garden. Each morning he put
them to work. He had an old monkey lead the others up the mountain to
pick wild fruit. The Old Monkey Man ordered the monkeys to hand over a
tenth of what they found. If any monkey came up short, he would give it a
whipping. This troop of monkeys suffered terribly. In the daytime they
were treated like coolies, at night they were locked in cages, and they got
frequent beatings. They hated and feared the Monkey Man, but none of
them dared oppose him.

One day as the troop was busy picking fruit, a small monkey jumped
up, stood on a boulder, and spoke to all of them, “Listen, everyone! Were
the trees on this mountain planted by the old man?”

All the monkeys had to stop and think for a moment, but then they
answered, “No, these trees grow wild.”



The little monkey asked further, “Wouldn't we be able to pick this fruit
ourselves, even if the old man didn’t order us about?”

“We would, we would. We could pick it ourselves.”

The little monkey said, “Well, why should we work so hard for him and
hand the fruit over to him, and get whippings on top of that?”

Before the little monkey could finish, the whole troop suddenly realized
the true situation. That evening the troop waited till the Old Monkey Man
was fast asleep. They smashed the cages, knocked down the palings, and
took the fruit the old man had stored. They ran off to the mountain forest,
never to return.

As for the Old Monkey Man, he had no monkeys to pick fruit for him,
and so he starved to death.

(From Yi&-li-tzu)

Moral

If a person has nothing to give, but only orders others about and puts the
squeeze on them, he will eventually incur resistance and bring destruction on
himself.
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The Merchant Who Broke
His Promise

A rich merchant was taking a ferryboat across a river when the boat
met with turbulence in midstream and overturned. The merchant held
onto a piece of wood and shouted for help.

A fisherman heard him and rowed in his direction. As the boat drew
near, the merchant shouted in great distress, “Hurry and save me, hurry
and save me! I am a rich merchant. If vou save me, I'll give you a
hundred pieces of gold.”

The fisherman saved him and took him ashore, but the merchant only
gave him ten pieces of gold. The fisherman said, “Didn’t you agree just
now to give me a hundred pieces of gold? How is it that you only give me
ten pieces?”

A frown came over the merchant’s face, and his voice bristled with
anger as he said, “How much can a mere fisherman make in a day? Now
you're getting ten pieces of gold all at once; do you still think that’s not
enough?”

The fisherman could only take the ten pieces of gold and leave.

A few days later, the merchant was crossing the river by boat again,
The boat ran into a shoal and overturned. It so happened that the
fisherman was nearby. Another man on the fishing boat said to the
fisherman, “A man fell in the water over there, Hurry up and save him!”

The fisherman said, “That is a man who does not keep his word. He
once agreed to give me a hundred pieces of gold, but in the end gave only
ten. To a person like that, I pay no heed.” The fisherman rowed his boat
away, and so the merchant drowned.

(From Yi-li-tzu)

Moral

If @ man breaks trust due to greed, he may gain a momentary trifle, but in the
end he will surely suffer loss. The second time the merchant fell into the water, it
was unworthy of the fisherman not to save him from peril; but the merchant put
gain above trust, causing others to spurn him, and paid with his life. We can take
warning from his example.
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The Forgetful Man

There once was a very forgetful man who could not remember things
from one moment to the next. His wife had heard that Ai-tzu was guite
clever and could cure unusual illnesses that others could not. So she told
her husband to pay a visit to Ai-tzu.

Thereupon the man mounted his horse, put a bow and arrow under his
arm, and set out for Ai-tzu’s house. After going some distance he felt the
need to relieve himself. He dismounted and tethered the horse to a
roadside tree. He stuck his arrow in the ground and proceeded to relieve
his bowels in the grass.

Having relieved himself, he rose and saw the arrow sticking in the
ground. A loud ery escaped his lips. “Goodness, what a close call! Idon’t
know where this arrow was shot from, but it practically hit me!™ Again he
turned about and saw a horse tethered to a tree. This time he happily told
himself, “I just got a fright from this arrow, but now I have found a horse
that will cost me nothing. My luck is pretty good after all.”

He took the horse's rein and was about to go, but he stepped in his own
excrement. Angrily he cursed, “Some wild dog has been dropping turds
wherever it pleases. Now I've stepped in dogshit and my shoes are dirty
and foul. How disgusting!” With that he mounted the horse, and it headed
off toward home.

Before long he came to the door of his house. He dismounted and
paced back and forth at the doorway, sayving to himself, “Whose house is
this? Could this be where Ai-tzu lives?” His wife was inside watching him;
she knew he had forgotten where he was going, and even that this was his
own house. So she went out of the door and heaped abuse on him. He
found this thoroughly baffling, and said to his wife, “I have never met you
before, lady. Why do you curse me the moment you open your mouth?"

(From Ai-tzu hou-yii)

Moral

A person should take responsibility for his actions. If he does not, he will be
like the forgetful man in the story, making others accountable for his own actions.
This attitude is not proper for a normal, healthy person.
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Fang Chung-yung

Fang Chung-yung lived in Chin-hsi County, Kiangsi, during the
Northern Sung. His family had farmed the land for generations. None of
the Fangs had gone to school, and none had learned to write.

One day when Chung-yung was five years old, he suddenly whimpered
to his father, “Papa, | want paper and an inkbrush. [ want to write a
poem!”

At first his father thought he was only stirring up a fuss. The boy had
grown up on a farm, and hardly knew what inkbrush and paper looked like,
much less what books and poems were all about. But the boy would not
stop erving and fussing, so the father had to borrow brush, ink, inkstone,
and paper from a neighbor.

Chung-yung ground some ink, spread the paper, and unhurriedly wrote
down four lines. The illiterate father incredulously showed the poem to an
old schoolmaster who lived nearby. The schoolmaster took one look and
praised it to the skies. “This poem explains the ideas of filial duty and clan
unity. The idea is good and the choice of words is good. An excellent
piece! Chung-yung is truly a child prodigy.”

Before long, the poem was widely known in the village and everybody
marveled at Chung-yung's talent. Many people invited Chung-yung to
write poems. They entertained the boy and his father as honored guests,
and gave them gifts of money.

Day after day Chung-yung's father took his gifted son wvisiting
throughout the district, to let the boy show off his talents.

Chung-vung was too busy visiting and socializing to spend time
furthering his studies. His talent gradually went downhill. The poems he
wrote at twelve and thirteen were no longer as admired as those he wrote
when little. At twenty, people said his brilliance had faded completely; the
poems he wrote were humdrum. In this way a boy of rare talents went on
to lead a mediocre life.

(From Lin-ch'uan hsien-sheng wen-chi)
Moral

However great one's gifts at birth, in one's lifetime there is small chance of
success without diligent study.
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The Five Fingers

The five fingers were arguing over which of them had the most ability.

The thumb stuck itself upright and said, “I am the most able. Haven't
you seen how people point me upward when they praise someone? That
shows I am really somebody.”

The index finger stood up and disagreed: “Hmph! You are too short
and thick to put on such airs. I am the ablest of all. When people want to
point at something or criticize someone, they use me!"”

The middle finger also had his say: “I am the longest of the five
fingers, and my position is in the middle. You always rely on my support
for your work, so of course I am most able.”

At this the normally silent fourth finger could not keep quiet and said,
“Though I am not often heard from, when you have work you alwaye ask for
my help. Obviously my ability is considerable.”

No sooner had the fourth finger finished than the fifth finger sputtered:
“Though short and in the last position, I am full of energy. Whatever work
you four do, I do my part as well. Who dares to say I am not able?”

The five fingers bickered back and forth without end. At this point a
ball came rolling toward them. The five fingers asked the ball to act as
arbiter. After getting a clear idea of the situation, the ball said laughingly,
“What each of you says makes sense. Let me put you to a test. Each of
you take turns trying to lift me. Whoever succeeds is the ablest one.”

One by one the five fingers stepped forward and tried, but no one could
lift the ball alone.

Then the ball said, “Now the five of you try lifting me together.”

Thereupon the five fingers acted together. As easy as you please they
lifted the ball in the air.

The ball said, “All right. Do you understand my point?”

The five fingers nodded in embarrassment. Since that time they have
not argued over which is the most capable. They have been close in their
relationships; they have pooled their strength and cooperated in their work.

(A fable of the Yi minority people)
Moral

Cooperation is important. With cooperation much can be done, whereas an

individual working alone would accomplish nothing.
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