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Preface

The Chinese have a long history and inherit abundant
humanistic thoughts and wisdom. As time progresses, our
culture is becoming ever richer and more diverse. Whether
Chinese culture can take root and be passed down to future
generations depends on whether we are faithfully writing
down the vast and profound contents of the culture and

promoting the education of overseas Chinese.

The OCAC has endeavored to sponsor cultural and
educational activities in overseas Chinese communities.
We have compiled a series of Chinese language textbooks
and put them in print. Theses materials enable overseas
Chinese to understand Chinese culture, raise their language
abilities. Despite of changes in time, they can still gain
ancestors’ wisdom from history, and learn the Chinese

philosophy of getting along with people.

OCAC Republic of China(Taiwan)
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She Kung Likes Dragons

During the Spring and Autumn peri-
od there was a magistrate in She County
in the Kingdom of Chu whom svery-
body called “She Kung.”

She Kung often tald people that
he liked dragons, who could summon
the wind and rain, were all powerful and
ever-changing, He drew dragons all ower
pieces of paper and in books. He carved dragons on stones and walls, and he used the
design of the Chinese character for “dragon” to decorate his roof and roads. Even his
own teacups, chopsticks, pillow, blanket, and more all had something to do with dragons.

Of his three sons, one was named “Great Dragon,” one was “Second Dragon,” and

one was “Third Dragon.” His daughter was named ~Dragon Girl,”
She Kung's love for dragons especially moved the dragon in heaven, so that he deci-

ded to go to She Kung's house for a cup of tea, in gpder to make friends with hirm.
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When the dragon arrived at She Kung's house there
wera loud claps of thunder, the wind and rain whipped
to and fro, and the earth and heavens shook. The
dragon stretched his head into the living room, his body
winding its way through seven or eight other rooms and
its tail at the back door.

When She Kung saw the huge body of the dragon,
its hair like steel wire, its eyes like the devil’s, and
smelled its powerful, strange odor, he was so scared he
started trembling and hid from the dragon.

Maoral:

People’s words are often not consistent with their
actions, and facts and imagination are often not alike.
What She Kung liked so much was the dragon in his
imagination, so that when he came face to face with the
real dragon he was scared away, It is clear that he did
nat really like dragons. His thoughts and actions were
quite differant. In today’s world, there are many people

just like She Kung |

the Spring and Autumn . BT liking, love (for something)
perind [722—48) B.C.) 16, & to affect, to move
the county of She 17. WRFEMNE oud claps of thunder
county magistrate 18, %A #5% 10 shake the heavens and earth
o summon the wind and 19, Hh gréeping; winding
rain 20, 48K body
capable of anything 21. MR stel wire
ever-changing 22, AXE devil, demaon

T dragon 23, ik strange odor

T & to draw or paint 245 W 1o be frightened, to
e o9, medd to carve; to soulpt frighten
& 10, & to decorate 25—t consistent
11. #4¢ teacup 25, MR to imagine
1 Pillow 27, MRS to descend [from haaven |
blanket:; 8. L o frighten away

_ having something to do with
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The King of Lu Raises a Bird

There was a seagull who lost his way and flew from the ocean to the land, When it
arrived on the outskirts of the capital of the Kingdom of Lu, & hunter captured it and sent
it as an offering 1o the King.

When the King of Lu saw the bird, he liked it a great deal. He personally drove a
carriage and took the bird to a luxurious castle, where a cage made of gold and jade served
as the bird's house, He arranged for two servants to look after it, to allow it to listen to
the most beautiful music, eat the most delicious meat and drink the purest wine. They
were to take care of it as they would take care of a prince.
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But every day the seagull banged its head and beak against the cage, wildly jumping
and screeching, its eves full of grief. It did not eat a bite of the meat and did not drink a

drop of the water, After three days it died.

Moral:

My dear reader, have you ever raised a bird before? Different birds must be raised in
different ways. It is the seagull’s nature to fly freely and have his own way of life. Isit
right to look after a seagull as you would look after a prince? A seagull does not eat a
man’s food, and if you add to that the loss of his freedom, of course it will die, When we
do things, do we often make demands of other people based on our own standards? That
is the wrong thing to do. Only by allowing others to live according to their own individual
customs can we avoid being like the King of Lu, who harmed the seagull.
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How to Raise Chickens

There was a farmer in the village of Hua who raised chickens, His name was Chang
Chii-yi. He really understood the temperament of chickens, and the chickens he raised
were better than other people’s , so everyone called him “Chicken Fairy.”

Chang Chii-yi's chickens wers nat any prettier than anyone alsa’s, Their cockscombs
flapped down, their feet were soft and weak, their feathers were not at all colorful, and

they appeared listless, as if they did not even want to eat and drink. But whenever
another rooster appeared and a fight started, they became fierce and were certain to win.
Early every moming they would always be the first to crow, with a sound that was loud
and clear. Chickens raised by the Chang family were called “Heaven's Chickens, ™

Chang Chi-yi taught his chicken-raising secret to his son, Chang Hsi-yang. After
his father died, Chang Hsi-yang continued raising chickens., But Chang Hsi-yang thought
his father's method for raising chickens was too old-fashioned, so he made some changes.
The chickens that Chang Hsi-vang raised were extremely colorful, with magnificent
feathers, sharp beaks and sharp claws. If a chicken was unattractive, he would not keep
it. Asa result, everyone liked his chickens.

1
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some advantages.
principles or methods, don't you think we should think of this fable?
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But Chang Hsi-yang's chickens did not call
out at the creck of dawn, nor was their call vary
resonant. When they saw enemy chickens they
could not fight, but could only raise their cocks-
combs and strut around with their heads high, or
mind their own business and eat.

Moral:

Lao-tsu said, "The very wise appear foolish,
the very capable appear clumsy.” This means the
smartest and most capable people may look
stupid and clumsy outwardly. So Chang Chii-yi's
method of raising chickens corresponds with the
meaning of this phrase. When Chang Hsi-yang
changed his father's method, althowgh he
achieved his own ideal, he nevertheless lost

In our everyday lives, before we make decisions about adopting new

rrethod 14, #&ik Secret

tEmperament 15. fE{& old-fashioned; backward
cockscomb 16. S48 s brilliantly eolorful

to slant down 17. EFH®B  colorful and fresh

soft and weak 18. &4 sharp

feather 19. M to raise high

codorful, dazziing . B N strut around with
ligtless; indifferant head held high

MaEter 21, # 8K f ¥y minding one’s own business
fight 22, i clumsy

dmwn 23, f&E advantage

1o crow 24. FE to adopt

lowd and clear 25. Mn| principhe
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Yii Kung Moves a Mountain

In a small village in the north of China, a 90-year-old man lived together with his
wife, son, daughter-in-law and grandson. The old man's name was Yi Kung. Right

outside the door of ¥i Kung's house was a big mountain that blocked the road to the
county $#at and made things very inconvenignt.

One day Yi Kung called the family together and told them, “Let's flatten
the mountain!® ¥i Kung's wife said, “Relying on the strength of just the few of us,
I'm afraid we'll only be able to dig a few holes. Also, where will we put the dirt and
stones we digup?  Everybody said, “We can throw them in the ocean.”

The whole family agreed, and work began on the following day. There was a

neighbor's child, only a few years old, who also came to help. But the work
proceeded slowly,

14
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A man who thought himself very smart saw this and advised YU Kung “You're
doing the wrong thing. Youw will not live much longer. How do you expect 1o be able to
mave this mountain? You're wasting your enérgy!”

¥i Kung said, “You're right, but don't forget: After | die there is my son, and my
son's sons, and his sons after that, on and on for all time. Some day we will completely

flatten the mountain,”

When the man heard this there was nothing he could say, and he admired Y

Kung's spirit.

Moral:

It is only becausa our ancestors, living
in @ harsh environment, relied on their
fearless and firm resolution that we have an
adwanced scientific society. What Y0 Kung
represents is the spirit of struggle to the
and, through sons and grandsoms, on and
on for all time. |f he doesn’t succeed
today, thera is always tomorrow. If he
doesn’t succeed this year, there is always
next year. |f he doesn’t succeed in this
generation, there are thousands and tens
of thousands of generations to come. Yi
Kung was not foolish at all.

1. S daughter-in-law

2. HL¥E to black

3. Mk county seat

4. % to call together

5. P to flatten by rermoval
B. & hiole

7T. A+ dirt

8. ¥ to throw away

9. ME neighbor

10. & & towaste

11. {%AE to admine
12, #k+F apirit
13. W3¢ diffleult
14. Bedfd| A o maintain to the end
15. & determination, resclution

16. Ak T foraver
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The Surgeon

In ancient times, there was a physician who bought a large building in a big city on
a busy street and hung out & sign that read, “Hua Tuc Reborn,” His wife dressed very
extravagantly and advertised on behalf of her husband’s practice.

In the city there was a General Yang, who while leading his men to raid bandits
suffered a serious wound. His men carried him back and took him to the surgeon,
Actually the bandit’s arrowhead had entered his abdomen as deep as his kidneys, The
feather-end of the arrow stuck out of his body. The doctor diagnosed the problem and
ordered his assistant to prepare for surgery.

i The surgeon picked out

———

- e

p 1\‘% - iy his sharpest scalpel and with

-
i ' p= " | great dexterity cut off the
' B 2 ; ’ feather-end of the arrow. Then,
: e .J he said to the patient, “The
oLl T ) < surgery is all finished.”
._,-I—T-'-

' “But, Doctor!  The
arrowhead s still in my
stomach|™ cried the general in
a weak and worried voice.

e ot e (
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“That calls for a Doctor of Internal Surgery. It is not my concern.” The surgeon
finished speaking and had his assistant collect his fee.

Moral:

This story seems to be a joke. The physician was, of course, a quack. But aside
from its amusing aspect, the story also has a deeper message. In our complex society
the responsibility for many tasks must be shared. This division of responsibility often
results in people shirking their responsibilities and regarding other areas as outside their
sphera, As a result, scientists single-mindedly go about inventing the most effective
weapons they can; financial experts selfishly devise ways to get more money and make
more profits; and biological experts grow all kinds of bacteria and germs. As to whether
or not people and the earth will suffer, this is considered to be the affair of the
politicians, sociologists and philosophers, Isn't this kind of thinking the same as the
surgean only cutting off the end of the arrow?

Fl-#4+8 2 & surgeon
i name of & famous physician in

By =

Chimnese history

3. | & sign

4. £F wife

5. & (hera) person's surname

. 1 @ bandits

7. ¥ & serious wound

B. # &FFOW

9. M abdomen

10. #F 56 ar rowhead

11. -k kidrieys

12. #a the feather-end of an arrow
13, i 1o diagnaose {an iliness)

14, =geeyyt 1o order

15. s aasistant

16, &4 sharp

17. Sy experisnced, skilled, dexterous
18. pF stomach

19. #& weak

20. B & waorried

21, M #-%E Doctor of internal Medicing
22, W& XM aguack, a fake

23, e to ba responsible for

24. Haik to shirk responsibility

25, f1 46 & & single-mindedly, selfishly
25, AH profit

27, H A cultivate, grow

28, o bacteria, garms
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m felt tired, weary, cold, and he really wanted 1o go 1o sleep,

The Night Watching Goose

The great geese arranged themselves in a “A”" formation and flew for a full day. At
night they stopped in a marsh by a river 1o sleep, Before going 1o sleep, the old goose
gent his small son to keep the night watch.

The old goose said, “Tonight it is your turn to keep watch. The safety of our
entire family of more than ten geess depends on your protection. From now until
sunrise, you must absolutely not fall asleep! Listen closely and watch carefully, As
soon as you hear a sound or see a flash of red light, quickly flap vour wings and call out
to notify the others to leave quickly. Make sure you are carefull ™

The young goose on night watch said impatiently, “| know all thatl Sat your heart
at ease!” Only after the old goose had made his point a few more times did he fall
asleep with the others,

The season was around late fall or early winter, and the night was cold, All the
peese bent their necks and slept peacefully in the marsh, By midnight the night-watch-
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He said to himself, “What bad luck. | should have been able to get a good night's
sleep, but | have to keep the night watch.” He raised his head and looked at the sky.
“It's almost daylight. In such poor weather, would a hunter really come? | don't think
so. How could things go that inprobably? | think I'll sleep for a little while,”

When the night watching goose was slesping warmly and peacefully, the hunter
appearad. As soon as the gun went off the flock of geesa flew away wildly, and many

of them were killed |

Maoral:

Mistakes that are caused by neglect not only hurt oneself, but if the whole group is
harmed, then the guilt is great indeed. When the young goose kept the night watch
there should have been no neglect at all. Because he was anxious to catch some sleep,
he said something to fool himself. He said he didn't think anything would happen, but
just the same it did. The hunter came, and the whole flock of geese met with disaster,

to keep & night watch
goose

1o arrange into

to become [someone’s] turn
1o protect

dawn

absolutely

daetailed, carefully

wing

to notify

patisnt

to put one's heart at wase
to enjoin repeatedly
Warm

o neglect

1o meet with disaster
fault, sin

greedy for slesp

W=~ mu e W
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The Mouse and the Kitten

One day a mouse, who had just grown up, came out of his burrow and walked
under a tree, where he tripped over a stone, Beneath the trée a newbom kitten lay
sleeping peacefully. Suddenly his nose was struck by the rolling stone, and startled by
the bumping against , he gquickly ran away,

Thinking that the kitten was afraid of him, the mouse began to show off in
front of his companions, saying, “I'm really something| Who says mice are naturally
. afraid of cats? Whenever a cat sees
' me, he runs Bway immediataly.” The
mouse didn't even want to listen
to his mother's advice,

Three months later, the kitten
had grown up and had learned how
to catch mice, but the mouse still
thought the kitten feared him.

Once, when the mouse was
bragging in front of his companions
the cat snuck up on him,Seesing the
kitten, his friends walled to warn
him, “Run away| Here comes the
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The mouse said, "You useles things! Don't you know that the kitten was once

frightened away by me?”

The mouse stared at the cat with all his strength, but the kitten almost effortlesshy

ate him up,

Maoral:

Relying on his first experience, the mouse thought the kitten was afraid of Rim,
He didn't realize that the first experience was just & coincidence and didn't under-
stand that the kitten would eventually grow wup. In the end, this shallow and conceited
mouse finally died at the claws of the kitten that was “afraid of him.” Don‘t people
also make the mistake of not seeing things clearly? Don't we often run into problems
because we rely on previous experience and forget that the outside world is constantly

changing?
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Mouse
kitten

to live {at], to inhabit

burrow. dan
o trip

half- awake,
WUNCONSSious
GO panion
1o shone off
amazing

to boast
stealthily

in the past
to stare
colncidencs
shallow, superficial
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The Race Between the Horse and the Deer

& long, long time ago, the horse and the desr wera the best of friends, as close as
brothers, and were never apart. They played together in the fields, running side by side,
and lived very happy lives.

One day the horse and the deer went for a stroll together in the woods, where they
met a big-mouthed parrot sitting in a tree, |n a sweet tone of voice the parrot said, “The
two of you both look so strong. | wonder which one can run faster.” Both the horse and
the deer were quick to say, "l can!” *l canl” The parrot said, "Just saying so doesn't
mean anything. Why don’t you have a race and let that be the final decision,

S0 the horse and the deer had a race in the field. Although the horse used all the
strength he had, there was no way he could catch up with the deer. The parrot yelled
out, | want everybody to kmow, the deer is faster than the horsel The deer runs faster
than the horse!”

The horse was very sad, but because he was the deer’s friend he continued to play
with him. Unfortunately, the fox was jealous of the good feelings between the horse and
deer and said to the horse, “You used to be the strongest animal in the whole world,
but because of the deer, people look down on you, and, &5 & result, you are unhappy.
Why don"t you ask the hunter to help you find a solution to the problem?”

— _ o
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The humter agreed to help, and he said to the horse, | can kill the desr fior you with
my bow and arrow and make you the fastest animal in the forest. But | only have two

legs and run slowly. Can you let me ride you?™’
The hunter rode the horse and killed the deer, Tulfilling the horse’s wish, But forewer

thereafter the descendants of the horse were ridden by men.

f.*_.r-.

Maral:
Feelings are the most valuable things

in the world, and they should be preserved,
Originally the feelings between the horse
and the deer were very good, but because
of the provocation of the big-mouthed
parrot, and added to that, the deliberate avil
'*" sings of the crafty fox, the deer ended up
"'dead and the horse was forever thereafter
ridden by men, having lost its freedom.
This story also tells ws: Harming one's
friends can never have a good result.

13 P& all one's life

1. & horss 14, #.73  strength
2. M deer 15, #.F  to catch up with
3. F4F close (friendl; to befriend 16, 7%  unfortunately
4, MH.#% brothers 17, i fox
5, ifkgy toplay 18, #&+4* tobe jealous
6. & torun fast 19, FM toagree
7. ##  tostroll 20. & to ride
B, #% bigmouthed; gabby 21. M3 wish, dream
g, B parrot 22, ¥ valusble
10, AE18  tone of voice 23, 3 crafty |, cunning
11. &g+ powerful, strong 24, HE  intentional
12, 8 totake away by force 25, BLEE 1o ruin
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The Birds Learn How to Build a Nest

In the ancient forest, the phoenix knew how to build a nest and live comfortably
init, The swallow, sparrow, crow, eagle, owl and hen all wanted to learn the skill, so they
went to see the phoenix.

The phoenix said, “If you want to learn this skill, you must listen carefully. If you
don't get it straight, you won't learn. .. . © Not long after he had started speaking the old
hen had fallen asleep, The owl found it boring and flew away.

The phoenix continued, “If you want to make a good nest, you must first make a

good foundation and select three big branches. . . .” When the eagle heard this he said,
“This is simple, | can do it.” He spread his wings and flew away. The phoenix
said, "3Stack the branches on top of each other . . . " The crow said: “Hal | know how

to do it tool” He cawed three times and flew away. The phoenix kept on geing, “To
be safe, the best nest should be made under the eaves of someone's house to be safe from
wind and rain. . . . = The sparrow thought the |esson was over and flew away. He didn‘t
realize that the phoenix would add another sentence: “For an even better nest, first get
some mud and pile the mud mixed with grass and hair layer upon layer, laying grass and
hair inside.” Only the swallow heard these last words.

LY
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Today, the hen does not know how to make nest and has to be fed by man. The
owl does not have a nest either and is left to cry sorrowfully in the night. As for the
eagle, he only knows how to sit on the branches of trees. The crow’s nest is not very
sturdy, and the sparrow, who was smarter, builds his nest baneath the eaves of people’s
hemes. The one who is admired most is the swallow, whose nest is sturdy and not vulner-

able to wind and rain,

Maral:

Of all the birds that came together to study nest-building, the swallow listened most
patiently and built his nest most patiently, and as a result, hisnestis the best of all.
When we do things in our everyday lives, we should be like the swallow and patiently
study all kinds of knowledge and skills. |f we are impatient or not patient enough, we
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The Fox Who Became King

One day a fox walked bravely out of the forest and into a village of people to look
for food. He accidently fell into a can of paint and, after quickly climbing out, raced
back into the forest,

When he arrived at a small stream, he discoversd that he was covered with a bright
gold-colored paint that looked dazzling under the sun.

When the other foxes saw him they were amazed. They asked, “Who are you?™

The fox said, "l am the new king sent by the Jade Emperor.”

&ll the other foxes came to see. The gold fox soon had twelve guards, moved into
the best fox den, and ate food offered by others, He was very pleased.
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Mot long thereafter there was a big fire in the forest. Because the gold fox's body
was covered with paint, all the fur on his body was bumt off as he escaped. The other
foxes thought this was strange and asked him about it.

The gold fox said, “The Jade Emperor wants to give me an even more handsome
gold coat of fur. Just wait and see.” In fact he knew that the new fur that grew would
certainly not be gold.

In the middle of the night the gold fox secretly snuck away. Later, scars grew on his
body, and no fur would grow. The only thing he could do was roam around and never
return home.

Moral:

The color that was painted on the body of the gold fox in this story was only
temporary and could not last for long. If he had honestly told his companions what
happened, then he wouldn't have been afraid to go home. But he wanted to take
advantage of the si T=Ts pd-in_the end got his just deserts, This story also reveals
i o T ipearance and insincere talk,

HAE courageously
Lk food

i e paint can

& &4 hurriedly

B e N e

to dye

PIP1EEA dazzlingly bright

A g dazzling

H surprised

E 50 to call on, to visit
10, #F4& a guard
11. &% pleased , satisfied | prowd
12, 4 to bumn
13. ek wait and see
14. s to sneak away
15. & scar
16, A 1o roam around
17. % 10 keep, to maintain
18, 4.8 ratribution

19. 4% ingincere
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The Monkey Judge

There was a wolf who, while looking in the forest for things to eat, fall accidently
into a hunter’s trap. No matter what he did he couldn't think of a way to escape, so he
began 1o yell,

"Helpl Helpl®

Just at that moment there happened to be a sheep passing by. Through his tears and
sniffles the wolf cried, °| beg of you! Kind sheep! It doesn't matter if | die, but my
poor children will starve to death!”

The sheep said, “"Mo way! After |'ve saved you, you'll eat me,”

The wolf said, "] swear to yvou, | will not harm you,”

The sheep couldn’t stand the wolf's persistent pleading, so he used a rope to pull the
wolf from the trap.

After the wolf was free, he wanted to eat the sheep.

The wolf said, "It is natural that the sheep be eaten by the wolf. Consider yourself
dead.”

Crying, the sheep said, “I'm angry at myself for being tricked, and | don't want to go
along with it. There is a monkey over there. We can ask him to judge the matter. Mr.

Monkey! Mr. Monkey! Come over hare a minutel”

-
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After he had heard what the wolf and
the sheep had to say, the monkey said,“ You
both have good arguments, but | don't see
how a single sheep was strong encugh to pull
a wolf from the trap. Why don’t you act it
out once again, so that | can watch and then
reach a decigion.”

So the wolf again jumped inta the trap,
and the sheep prepared to save him with the
rope.

“You still want to save him? Why
don't you let the ungrateful creature wait
for the hunter's rope!™

After the monkey had spoken, he and
the sheep laft together.

Moral:

This fable is popular all over China and is told in many different ways, But they all
have a central meaning: A soft-hearted animal saves a wolf, after which the welf wants
to eat him. Fortunately they run into another animal, who uses a clever plan to take
ravenge on the wolf. This story tells us at least three things. First, ungrateful people will
always be punished, Second, you can't be kind to evil people. Third, when you run into
trouble vou have to use your mind.

1. ==-F monkey 12, iz willing

2. ME 8 judoge 13, #pax to judge

3. #A thus, therefore 14. &% to act

4, #é Help! 15. 42 A & ungrateful
5. 8% by chance 16, 9+ cenfor: central
6. A nasal muous 17. #4F fortunately
7. ®ET to swear, 1o pledge 18. =| Q. to run into
B. ik to harm 19, 54 clavar

9. a4 persistent pleading 20, M plan, strategy
10. &F rope 21. BT punishment
11. &5 tobe asgood ssdead 2o #p4t to deal with
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The Snake God

For no apparent reason, the grass in the marsh
withered and died, and the animals, having no place
left to hide themselves, all went away. Many
snakes tried to move and find another place to live,
but rmost were killed by people along the way.

As a result, a small white snake said to 2 big
black snake, “You and | should go together,
because when people see how small | am they will
bully me and when people see how big you are
they will be afraid and want to kill you. You'd
be better off just opening your mouth wide, and
I can then poke my head out from inside your
mouth. We can walk openly among the people
who, thinking we are spirits sent from heaven, will
let us pass unharmed. With a little luck the people
will build a temple in our honor and worship us,
and then we can eat and drink in comfort for th
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The big snake listened to what the small snake
had said, then did as he suggested. As a result,

the people praised them as gods and built a temple
in thair honor.

Maoral:

Aside from showing us the intelligence of the
white snake, this fable also tells us that any religion
created out of mythological superstition or super-
natural feats definitely contains some intentional-
Iy /mizzling trickery. Those people who want to
i 58 eir own status or reputations to some

y s i, also use these kinds of techniques.
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1o wither and die

1o bully

to stick one’s head out
crowd of people

to bet pass to overloak

luck

to warship

to praise (someons) as & god
Buperatition

spernatural feats

religion

intentionally puzziing
trickery
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technigue, skill
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The Pastry Vendor Starves to Death

During the T'ang dynasty, there was a pastry vendor, carrying his load of cakes,
calling out in the hustle and bustle of the crowded streets of Ch'angan, “Pastries for sale.
Pastries fresh from the oven!” But his voice was extremely weak and he could barely be
heard,

A boy in red clothes said to him, "0ld man, why is your voice so faint?”

"l am ill!” raplied the pastry vendor,

“What kind of illness do you hava?™ asked the boy.

| am terribly hungry, to the point of starving.”

“Then why don't you eat some of your pastries?”

The pastry vendor replied, “These pastries are for sale. For each one sold, | can get
one copper, If | eat one, not only will | not make any money, | will also lose what |
have invested. That is too wasteful.” g
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There was nothing the boy in red could say. The pastry vendor took up his wares
and moved on but his voice became fainter and fainter. At last, he was 50 weak from
hunger that he fell to the ground. The passersby took him to a doctor, who said that he

had already died of starvation.
Maral:

This is a tragic story, Can we learn a lesson from this? The pastry vendor's family
was probably poor, but his mistake was not because of his poverty, The purposs of
making money is to sustain oneself. Because he wanted to make money, he was not
willing 1o eat his pastries in order to stay alive. Don't we often run into people who are
foolish in this same way? For example, exercise is for the purpose of making the bady

healthy, but some people suffer injuries

become more fToalish,
1. #5484 pastries, cakes
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from overdoing it. People read to increase
their knowledge, but some people only

2. M the T'ang dynasty [A.D. B18-807)
. 8. &%E capital city of the T'ang dynasty
: noisy and crowded (street)

ovin
weak, feeble
sound

almost

illness

hungry

BErA

COHDEr E8in
leese, sutfer a loss
capital, what ana
has inwested
doetor

tragic

lesson, teaching
[y

mistake

sustain (onegelf)
stupid

EXETCISR

for example
healthy

wisdom

idiotic, foolish
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The Death of the Lion

Relying on his fierce strength and his sharp teeth and claws, the lion bullied the
other animals everywhere,

One day, a man arranged for the tiger and the wild wolf to mest the lion.

The man respectfully said to the lion, “Mr. Lion, you are the greatest animal
in the world. We want to make you king and follow your orders, We want to build
for you a great castle that is safe from wind and rain, and every day present you with
the finest things. All you have to do is guietly relax.”

“Who would have thought you would be so good to me!l™ The lion happily accept-
ed.

From then on the lion did not move from his resting place in the castle, eating and
drinking his fill and becoming increasingly lazy. He didn‘t feel like going anywhere, and
even dozed off in the bathtub,, When he ate, his teeth were not sharp anymore.
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The man, the tiger and the wild wolf went once again to the lion's castle, this time
carrying not delicious meat but a big clulb.

Without any strength to resist, the lion was knocked over by the club. Than the
tiger and the wild wolf tore the lion to pieces,

Moral:

The lion was originally very fierce, bacause he often used his teeth, claws, strangth
and intelligence. But he listened to the man’s sweet talk and fell into the trap of not
being hardworking, His body became weak, and he finally died at the hands of those
who before had been weaker than he. From this fable we can learn that intellectual
abilities must be constantly trained. Mever allow yourself to become so complacent and
ovarconfident that destroy tourgel

lion

relying an

fierce

sharp

teath

claw

raspecifully

great ; extracrdinary
to direct, 1o cormmand
1o present gifts

quiet

to acoapt

lazy

to doze off

a clul

completely without
strength to resist
tear into small pieces
o uie

sorbit talking

to be hardworking

a trap

o be weak
intellectual ability

to train
self-satisfied. conceited

|sekadalsical
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The Bamboo Tree Gets Sick

There was a bamboo tree that had
just grown tall when a section close to the
ground was bitten by aphids,

The tall and mighty banyan tree saw
this and quickly told the bamboo tres,
“You're sick. Hurry and tell the wood-
pecker to come and heal you. Small
illnesses are easy to heal, but big illnesses
are difficult to heal!™

The bamboo tree responded as if
he didn’t care, “You want me to call the
woodpecker? He will peck me, and I'm
raid that will hurt. Forget it! It's only
imall sickness, it will heal soon.™

Soon the aphids had given birth to
baby aphids, and they continued to mul-
tiply, so that the section of the bamboo
: tree near the ground wes eaten until it
N/ was full of holes. The bamboo tree
" couldn’t even stand up straight, and thus
had no choice but to ask someone to call
the woodpecker to come and heal him.

i
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4 Just as the woodpecker arrived,
p there was a big gust of wind and, with

}v " a thunderous bang, the bamboo tree was
‘ n{ ' )

blown to the ground.
P _ ’_,

L
]

Maoral:
A small sickness may be the warning of & big

’ ﬁknuu If you don't cure the small sickness, it may turn into
i ﬁfbiu sickness. The bamboo tree of this fable didn't understand

ql this numq:t. Because he was afraid of a little pain, he didn't want to
% cure his illness. By the time his iliness had become serious and he was
pver by the wind, it was even too late for regrets. In our own bodies, minds and
\ there are shortcomings or faults, we should guickly heal and rectify
t you think ?

o be near

2 ah aphid
q, = to bite
4, REML Spots, scars
5. M banyan tres
G. % 4K woodpacker
7. W= to cure or heal
= o A to not care
0. &k to eat into
10. B fL -4 Tl of holes, in very bad shape
11. WAL to ask someons to do something for you
12, H 48 to cure or heal
13. #-kF just, exactly
14. i — A with a thunderous noise
15, =& i to blow over
16, B 10 warn
17. 1% to regret
18, 42 % hurriediy
19, &k X3 shaorteorming

20, &% E to rectify
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The Conceited Sparrow

There was a flock of sparrows that flew into a farmer’s grain drying yard to steal
some millet, not thinking that the farmer had long been prepared for their arrival. Using
a big nat he caught the sparrows, and only one was fortunate enough to escape. This
sparrow thought he was very capable, so every day in the tree he said, *| am not afraid of
heaven and | am not afraid of earth. Except for the sun | am the greatest,”

All the cicadas, caterpillars, little swallows and magpies in the tree were chased away
by the sparrow. There was a large wood
pigeon that wanted to come and rest in .
the tree, but as soon as he set down his “"tﬁ“
eves were pecked out by the sparrow, 1
and there was nothing he could do but
fly away in a hurry, So the sparrow
sang again, "I am not afraid of heaven
and | am not afraid of earth. Except A
for the sun | am the greatest.” '
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One day when the sparrow was again singing his,“l am not afraid of heaven,” before
he knew it a great eagle flew down from high in the sky, crashing down like an arrow. The
sparrow was knocked completely off balance and his left leg was broken, He guickly hid
in a hole in the tree.

The eagle said, “Well, little sparrow, is it you or | who is the greatest?” The little
sparrow, trembling, answered,
“Great eagle, | beseech you to
forgive me. | am the smallest
and most useless thing in the
world. Only wou are the

greatest.”

Moral:

This sparrow, without fully
understanding his own abilities,
boasted with amazing concait
and wantonly bullied the other
animals. He didn't consider
that one mountain is taller than
another, and when he finally
ran into the great eagle, even
his leg got broken. Only then
did he know that his abilities
were really small,

- — 1. fik  conceited 12, Afm to chase away
. 2. Mk SpArTow 13, i Al wood pigeon
: 3.8 grain drying yard 14, s ud o peck  out
E"_r _ ,ﬂ- 4, firet. to smeak some food 15, T eyoball
i 5. FiE fortunate 16. ¢ & eagle
6. Hhab to escape 17. £ &HE  to be off balance
S 7. 4L#  capable 18. &2 to hide
e &, cicada 19, M. 1% 1o forgive
. O, £ 8 caterpillar 20, Ho 1o boast, 10 brag
Wt R0, A T swallow 21, # M  without restraint
; 11. 48 magpse
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Playing Chess

Mr. Ch'ien played chess, but he only played
with a few friends and seldom competed with
other pagpple. A% a result, he didn't really know
ow good he was at playing chess,

Once, when Mr. Ch'ien went to visit
friemd in Suchow, he saw a man dressed
in white playing chess with his
friend. Watching from the side,
Mr. Ch'ien noticed that the man
in white often made wrong
moves, to the point that he lost
three games in @ row. In his
s mind he continually thought,
“He made the wrong move
again, If | were playing, | surely
wouldn't have made that move.”
“Ahal The wrong move again,
If | were playing, there's no
way | could lose, What a shame”
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When the man in white saw that Mr. Ch'ien wanted to play chess, hié asked him to
play a game, Mr, Ch'ien, thinking that would certainly win big, consented.

He had never expected that, after only a few moves, the man in white wiow ld hawve
already taken the lead. By the time the game was half played, Mr, Ch'ien had already
gotten into trouble and had no choice but to concede defeat,

Mot quite believing his unexpected defeat, Mr. Ch'ien asked to play another three
games, He lost each one. As a result, Mr. Ch'ien felt terribly ashamed. After he
returned home he reflected on it for a long time, and never again did he lightly look
down on other people,

Moral:

Although this is a simple story, it nevertheless shows us a common human fault.
We often advise, make demands of, or reprimand others without looking at our own
faults. We see others acting and criticize them, when in fact it is we who are not good
enaugh.

1.7F &k o play chess

2 . Ak “ancirclement chess”

3.3 o compets, competition

4 M1 o wisit

5 . ML A to observe, to watch

G ikt My in SUCCRESioNn

7R to lose, to be defeated

B T constanthy

9 it o loge (a competition)
10, A T win

11. =4k &, 1o take the upper hand
12. BF ~H ¥ toget into trouble
13, F-4%7- to have to

1. Ay to admit defeat
15. 45 8% unexpeciedly
16, HqHiL ashamed

17. sk to logk down on
18. 5 Xk to advise

19, 1o reprimand

=0, N in reality, actually
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The Goat’s Bones

One snowy, blustering evening, a hungry and freezing wolf fell in front of the door
of a goat.

The kind goat, forgetting his bitterness at the wolf’s having eaten his son, carried the
wolf inside and laid him on his own bed. He let the wolf warm himsalf by the fire and he
gave him food to eat,

Due to the goat's thorough care, the wolf soon recovered.,

The wolf said, “Kind goat, I'm s0 hungry, I'm trembling. | really want something
to eat. Your flesh is so fragrant!  Why don’t you lv$w‘ur kindness complete and let
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A while later, all that was left in the goat's room was the wolf and a pile of bones,

The goat's kindness was great]! But he was just too foolish., A wolf is, by nature,

cruel and inconsiderate. You can't expect an animal like that to change.

The goat

showed his kindness to an enemy like that, and in the end his good-heartedness was not
repayed, and he even lost his own life. Is it worth to do that?

oy
A5
T
i,

PALE
iR
.

FEENSDAEE-
%

11, Bm-ss
Tz, MR
3. H-URE

m:ﬁi
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snowy and blustering
starving

freazing cold
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in the past

bitterneass
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to get warm by the fire
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kind-hearted
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Can One Egg Make a Man Rich?

not he would only get a8 midday meal, rarely eating his fill. He and his wife lived outshe
the city in a clapboard hut and eked out their existence,

One day, Ah-san found an egg on the road. Happily, he hurried home and

ennounced to his wife, “We're rich! We're rich!™

“Where is all this wealth?"” queried his wife.

“Look! Thisisit! Even though this is just one egg, we will be rich in only ten years

time,”

*Are you daydreaming?” asked his wife.

“Absolutely notl Think about it. All we have to do is to ask someone to hatch
this egg for us. Once the egg has hatched, | will have a chick. It will grow up and
lay eggs. Ewvery month, it will lay at least fifteen eggs. Those eggs will hatch into
chicks and then we will have more chickens to lay more eggs, Within two years we
will have at least three hundred chickens.

T4
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We will bring in at east four tasls of silver. With that we cen buy five cows,

which will have calves. In three years, we will have twenty-five cows, In three more
vears we will have more than one hundred and fifty cows. | can sell them for

300 taels of silver. If | lend cut the 300 taels of silver, in one or two years the
interest will come to about five hundred taels. | will use two-thirds of the silver to
buy a house and some land; | will use the last third to hire a servant and buy a
concubine. Then we can live a happy life."

At first his wife listened to him happily, but at the end, when she heard him
mention the concubine, she became extremely angry, grabbed the egg and threw it to the
ground, And Ah-san’s dream? Of course, it was shattered along with it.

Maoral:
Certainly an egg has the potential to make one rich, but this is only posible if
“nothing goes wrong along the way of hatching and breeding. If nothing goes wrong,
then one can realize the kind of result Ah-san imagined. A dream with no mishaps is too
good to be true, Have you ever had this kind of dream? Can you be sure there will be
A\ no mishaps?

o] @ rich man

& b 8 place name

= 4k, 1o eat one's fill
E X wiond board
3 to pick up

i & wealth

i B & daydream

. A to dream

. FH3E to ask for

. WAL o hatech

. to hire
44 4 4 concubire

E- to throw

- shattered
i 1o guarantes
-1 Procsss

. A accident, mishap
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Flattery

There were two stupid fellows. One was named Dum-dum and the other was called
Melon Head. Dum-dum had a lot of money, lived in @ mansion and was very arrogant,
He often said to people, “Look, | am so rich,” wanting them to come and flatter him.

One day he thought of his friend, Melon Head. ~Ah yes, only Melon Head hasn't
come to flatter me.” Realizing this made Dum-dum very unhappy, and he sent for Melon
Head.

Dum-dum said to him, "You hawe slways been upright and regard yourself as the
purest persen in the world, refusing to debase yourself by associating with lowly people.
But if you only say one nice thing to me, | will give you half of my wealth. No, | will
give it to you before you say it, At least you will be able to say that | am generous.”

Melon Head answered, “If that
is the case, then you and | will have the
same amount of money. Why would
| flatker, you then?”

“Then | will give you all of my
Ith,” said Dum-dum,
"l will have more money than
~ Why then should | flatter you?"

" g
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Saying this, Melon Head not only did not take any of Dum-dum’'s money, but
walked off without looking back.

Moral:
Money is, of course, what most people would like to have. But there are Melon
Heads who don't. Of course, thosa who want money are not necessarily smart. On the
other hand, there are also people who are always seeking fame and those wiho will do
anything to obtain a high position and to be flattered. However, in most cases, they
end up bringing trouble on themselves.
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The Race

There was a Tahua dog from East Village who was big and tall and could run very fast,
He had won first place in the dog race, so every dog respected and feared him, He
himself was very proud and looked down on the other dogs.

The thin-skinneéd monkey from West Village once said to the dog, “Elder brother, |
hear that in the Southern Mountain forest there is a great white rabbit whose hind legs are
thicker than yours and who runs faster than a hunter's arrow, |’'m afraid you are no match
for him.” When the dog heard this he was so angry he started barking and immediately said
to the thin-skinned monkey, " Tell the great white rabbit immediately that I'm going to go to
the Southern Mountain tomorrow to race with him, "

Early the next moming just after the sun had risen, the dog and the great white rabbit
raced at the base of the Southern Mountain. The great rabbit ran in front, with the dog
right on his heels, Running at the same pace, they circled the Southern Mountain 333
times. They ran for three days and three nights until fing gra completely
exhausted and collapsed beside the road in froptof a temp i '
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Just at that moment, a farmer arrived at the temple to
enjoy the cool night air. He caught the dog and rabbit without
using up an ounce of energy, then cooked and ata them.

Moral:

In this fable, the dog relied solely on his strength to subjugate
the foolish dogs. All those who rely solely on their strength and
don’t know how to use their brains, often, when faced with death,
don't even understand that they are really dying for no reason.
Aren't there a lot of BBBple in our society like the dog? They
pursue fame and fortune with all their hearts, but in the end

g harm: they ves may fall amidst the

a3

3 "'I-".""' : ‘med ar

@ running race

1o respect

proasd

wihite rabhbit

hunter

& match

the barking of dogs

to pursue

complétely exhausted
temple of the Gad of Earth
to enjoy the cool night air
without using & breath

of energy

obviously

to subjugate
whiale-hoartedly

Lo pursue fame and fortune
to mess up, to harm
competition
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The Goat Who Could Not Be Tricked

A farmer raised a flock of goats in
his pem. The wild wolf, who liked to eat
goat's meat, thought many times about
getting into the pen, but the goats had
closed it tightly and there was no way he
could do it.

One night the wild wolf put on
farmer's clothing and disguised himself
as the goatkeeper, thinking he could
trick the goats into coming out,

The wild wolf walked over to the
pen and knocked on the door,

“Good little goats,” said the wild
wolf in a tiny little voice while pinching
his nose, “See how fresh is the newly
grown grass in the fieldi CQuick, open
the pen and | will take you there to

L1
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When they heard the wild wolf say this, many of the young goats wanted to go
with him. Then there was an old goat who said, “Get away from herel You evil wolf!
You thought that by disguising yourself as the goatkeeper you could trick us? The
goatkeeper wouldn't take us to graze in the middle of the night. And we can tell from
walr voice that you are not the goatkeeper, but the bad wild wolf.”

Maral:

The old goat in this story had a cold, clear mind. He could distinguish between good
and bad and could think on his own. He could tell that the phony wearing the goat-
keeper's clothes was the evil wild wolf and wasn't fooled. The old gost's method of
distinguishing between good and bad can enlighite

. to be tricked
v2. W a pen for animals

Lok 3 tightly

. AmAE appearance

. B o knock

o | 1o be well-behaved

. o pinch

. taAkda B, Ina tiny volce

. W frash

. M pet out of here

. B to disguise oneself

. g cold, calculating

. i clear

. Sk dF  distinguish between right
and wrong

. AWk sk to think independently

. LAr=Fis tobe fooled

. B revelation, anlightenment
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Thinking the Duck Is an Eagle

There was a hunter
who used a bow and arrow
to shoot birds in the sky,
but he always missed. He
heard that an eagle could
help & hunter hunt and
catch small animals, 5o he
went to the city to buy an
eagle, At the market, he
saw someone selling ducks
and thought they wen
eagles, He happily boug
one and took it home.

The next day, the
hunter took the duck to the
field. Seeing a small rabbit 4
in the brush, he tossed the
duck into the air, He was
surprised to see that not only the duck did not go after the rabbit, but instead fell from
the sky. Thinking that this was an accident, the hunter tried again, a second time, a third
time, & fourth time. . . Finally, the duck ended up motionless on the ground, dead.

The hunter said angrily to himself, “What a lousy break. | bought a useless eagle!™
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Just then, another
hunter came along. 'i'ﬂ“
what the hunter said, ﬂmm,h
said to him: *This is ob-
viously a duck, not an eagle,
How can it possibly
you to hunt? *

Maral:
To a hunter, the differ-
énce between a duck and an T e )
eagle is the simplest of things. An eagle can fly high in ﬂm W can catch small
animals, but a duck can't do either. To think that a duck is an eagle and expect the duck

to be able to hunt is really silly. Actually, in today's society there are some things that
are similar to expecting & duck to hunt, such as when we force others to do things they
are incapable of doing.

1. &% duck
2. 5# bow and armow
3. M to shoot
4. M3 to chase, to hunt down
5. & to toss
6. —w accidentally; for a moment;
one time
7. B, to be angry
8. fi ¥ A% tospeak to oneself
9. #§E bad luck
e 10. +H useful
11. HREH obwioushy
18, "T*% funny; laughable
13, #Rib 1o force

14. &0 &| to be unable to do
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‘Riding on the Tiger’s Back

r »
e .
U Ly : : .
here was a snake in the forest of Tung Meng Mountain who said to his companion,
“Look at the phoenix——whether he's flying or resting, there are always many kinds of
birds guarding him, travelling just behind him. He has so much prestige! As for me,
every time | come out of my hole, I'm lucky if I'm not stepped on by some other animal.
| don't know how | can possibly become as prestigious as the phoenix,™

Just at that moment, there was & tiger next to him who heard the snake and said,
“That's easy. All you have to do is ride on my back and you will have lots of animals
bowing to you or running away in fear.”

The snake was very happy to hear this and began riding on the tiger's back. Sure
engugh, he became very prestigious, and before long the rabbit, fox, mountain chicken and
other animals all bowed to him.

However, the snake was used to winding himself around tree branches and other
things. He was uncomfortable riding on the tiger's back and thus had to wrap himself
around the tiger's waist. The tiger was squeazed tightly and becamea angry.

The tiger thought, “This snake is really unappreciative and incredibly impolite.”
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So the tiger jumped up and down until he knocked the

Maoral:

snake onto the ground. He then tore the snake into little
pieces with his claws and ate him.

I ask you. Do you enwy the prestige of the phoenix and
the tiger? Ewvery animal in the world has its own abilities and
shortcomings, but also his problems and troubles. The snake
saw only the phoenix's leadership ability and prestigpe and
wanted to use the tiger's prestige to achieve his own dream.
F.y lives, if we want to rely on other's
je ‘may end up like the snake in this fable.

back

to rest

all kinds; all shapes
prestigious; prestige
to trample

Tiger

1o salute, to bow
CUSTom

to wind around
unappreciative
incredibly

polite

to be jealows of
shortcomings
troublae, troublesome
probilem, trouble
to léad

power; strength
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