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Chinese Characters — Our Cultural Treasure

One of the main missions of the Overseas Community Affairs Council of the Republic of China (Taiwan) is to
promote the continuing education of the Chinese language among our compatriot communities abroad. To pass on this
important cultural heritage, the OCAC has long been publishing educational materials printed in traditional characters,
in lieu of simplified characters, so as to facilitate the younger generation to learn and appreciate the artistic beauty and
innate values of the Chinese language.

Traditional characters have evolved alongside Chinese long history, and as a result, the characters have developed
into logograms through shapes, pronunciation and meaning, which closely conform to the traditional Six Principles
of Character (pictograph, ideograph, compound ideograph, phono-semantic compound, phonetic loan character and
derivative cognate). Approximatively 80% of Chinese characters are phono-semantic compounds, also known as
radical-phonetic characters, created by combining radicals on one side and phonetics on the other. Knowledge of these
facts makes the learning of Chinese characters much easier, and is just half the battle!

Traditional Chinese characters have been in use for 5,000 years. Ancient classics and historical documents
available nowadays are written or printed in traditional characters. Therefore, learning traditional characters can
break through the limitations of time, travel through eras without the boundaries of words, as well as comprehend
the treasure of civilization imbued with abundant human thoughts and wisdom. Additionally, a variety of calligraphy
styles, both symmetric and aesthetic, help shape traditional characters into a unique and scholarly art.

Dr. Chin-chuan Cheng, member of the Academia Sinica, has pointed out in his research that the maximum
number of words an average person may acquaint in a given language is about eight thousand. The simplified
characters promulgated in Mainland China cover merely a total of 2,235 characters, including 482 independently
simplified ones and 1,753 derived from simplified radicals and independently simplified ones. These limited number
of characters, created without solid origin, have lost the traditional picto-phono-semantic traits sine qua non to Chinese
characters.

Furthermore, another linguist, Professor Xian Li, has pointed out the limit of the simplified

characters: “simplified radicals cannot be deduced and applied to all,” “symbols replacing radicals have no
established rules,” “independently simplified radicals cannot be deduced,”  “the use of homophonic characters in a
different contexts complicates the whole character system,” “exceptions always found whenever simplification rules

are applied,” and “arbitrary simplifications destroy the logic of Chinese characters.”

The intricate implications of learning simplified Chinese characters result in an inevitable imbroglio of academic
research and linguistic application, jeopardizing related sciences such as paleography, historical geography and
historiography.

Due to current practical need and global trend, the proportion of traditional characters users has considerably
declined compared to that of simplified characters users. Yet learning traditional characters is nevertheless meaningful,
important and necessary, if taken into account the following perspectives: pedagogical efficiency, cultural creativity,
better understanding of Chinese traditional culture and history, cultural links to East Asian civilizations, involvement
in a global cultural outlook, and an aesthetic appreciation of inherent beauty of Chinese characters.

It is our hope that by consolidating the learning of traditional characters, while providing simultaneously a
comparison table scoping simplified characters, we can pragmatically provide useful teaching methodology to the
overseas communities. By encouraging the study of traditional characters as a vector, and then comparing them with
simplified characters in textbooks, we are convinced that this approach will create the ideal environment for the
transmission of Chinese culture abroad, where both types of characters are currently prevalent.
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Lesson 1 : Dr. José Rizal

In 1861, Teodora gave birth to a little boy in
Calamba, Laguna. The whole family was happy about
the birth of the boy, and they named the boy José Rizal.

José Rizal was able to write when he was three,
and he could compose poems when he was eight. The
ideas in his poems were mainly about persuading peo-
ple to love their own countries.

It was Spanish colonial era, and the Spanish were
not friendly with the Filipinos and limited them to only
little educational resources. When José Rizal grew up,
he studied overseas. Because he was a quick learner,
he was awarded the Bachelor degree of Philosophy and
Medicine by the age of 24. During his overseas study,
he used to think of sufferings of the Filipinos, which
later contributed to the appearance of two novels, Noli
Me Tangere (The Social Cancer) and El filibusterismo
(The Reign of Greed). He described the sufferings the
Filipinos had been put up with in the novels, and further
sparked an inspiration over what measures should be
taken by the Filipinos.

After reading his novels, the Filipinos were deeply
touched, and so they organized a revolution and defeat-
ed the Spanish, bringing democracy and freedom to the
Philippines. José Rizal was later honored as the national

hero of the Philippines.

Lesson 2 : George Washington

Dad borrowed a book from the library, and the
content of this book contained many stories of great
people’s childhood. One of the stories was the found-
ing father of the United States, George Washington.

When George Washington was young, he lived in
a farm. Not far from the farm, there was a river. A boat
sailed on the river everyday and provided the service
for people who needed to cross the river.

The boatman was a very nice old man who is
around sixty years old, so young Washington often went
to the river and chatted with the old boatman, and they
became good friends.

One day, young Washington saw the old boatman
and he seemed to be very tired, so he asked the old
boatman what is going on. The old boatman replied, “I
am very old, I should have retired already, but I don’t

know if there is anyone that would want to take over

my job.” Young Washington though over for a bit, and
said, “I can!” The old boatman laughed when he heard
and then said, “are you kidding, you are just a kid!”

Young Washington was not joking at all. After he
went home, he immediately told this idea to his mom,
but mom didn’t agree. Young Washington said, “Being
a boatman, I can take people cross the river, give people
convenience, it is a very meaningful job, and beside, I
can be a boatman with my height already.”

After few days, mom finally understood his deci-
sion and agreed to his request, so young Washington
had really became a boatman, and at the time, he was
only eleven. After I saw this story, I told my dad,
“George Washington is right, if he can help people, and
give people convenience, it is a very meaningful job.”
Dad replied, “If you can think this way, maybe, one

day, you can become one of the great people.”

Lesson 3 : Beethoven’s Story

Time: Mid-night with the shining moon light

Place: a farm family

Roles: Beethoven, the musician

Brother and sister of the farm

(In the opening scene, sister plays piano in the house,

and her brother stands right next to her and listens to

her play)

Sister: (Stop playing piano) Brother, this melody piece
by Beethoven sounds so beautiful, but I always
can’t play it right.

Brother: How come? I feel like you play it very well.

Sister: My eyes can’t see. How can I play well by only
touching the piano? Brother, do you know what
the great wish of my life is?

Brother: How do I not know? You always want to hear
Beethoven play in live, right?

I feel so sorry for you because I can’t make lots
of money to let you see Beethoven’s concert.

Sister: Brother, don’t say that, that is because I can’t
see, so you cannot go out and make money, but
stay home farming. You treat me this nice, but I
still....

Beethoven: (Stand outside the door, and listen) Ah!!
This is a girl with blind eyes! I feel so emotion-
ally touched
I am going in to make her wish come true.
(Walking into the farm)

Sister: (standing up) Brother, who is here?



Brother: I don’t know him. (Face toward Beethoven)
Mr. how can I help you?

Beethoven: (sitting down in front the piano) I want to
borrow your piano to play one song.

Brother: why?

Beethoven: (no respond, continuing to play)

Sister: (Joyful like) Ah!! This is the piece that I always
can not get it right.
Mr., who are you? How can you play
Beethoven’s music so beautifully?

Beethoven: I am Beethoven

Brother and sister: (together) What? You are Beethoven!

Beethoven: look, Tonight’s moonlight is very bright, so
beautiful!!

Sister: I...I can’t not see.

Beethoven: It is okay, I will play the brightening moon-
light into the music for you.
(Beethoven is watching the moon while playing
another piece of music. after the music is fin-
ished, he then stands and leaves the farm house
without saying a word)

Sister: Bravo, I feel so touched, I ...I “hear” the moon-
light.
Brother, I really hear the moonlight.

Brother: Ah! Mr. Beethoven has left already! Mr.
Beethoven..., Mr. Beethoven.....

Narrator: Beethoven played this special piece under the
moonlight, and he then rushed home, and wrote
it down, and it became the well know Moonlight

Sonata.

Lesson 4: Different Varieties of Language

Today, my brother and I went to school together,
and on the way, we met our teacher, Mr. Wong. I said
to Mr. Wong, “MAGANDANGUMAGA!”, and my
brother said to Mr. Wong, “-%!” (Good morning in
Chinese). Mr. Wong nodded and said, “GOOD MORN-
ING!” The school principal was coincidently walking
right behind us, and he said to us, “You guys are inter-
esting, each one of you speak a different language.”

My brother heard it and turned his head over, then
said, “Good morning, Principal! Actually, I can speak
all kinds of language.”

Mr. Wong laughed after he heard it and said, “Oh
really? Philippines have over seventy native dialects,
how many do you know?”

My brother shyly said, “I only know Tagalog.”

Principal said, “that is okay, I only know 7ugalog,
too. It is because 7agalog is the most common using
language in the Philippines, so learning 7agalog is the
most useful one.”

I asked Principle, “How many languages are there
in the world?”

Principal answered, “There are approximately
three thousands to four thousands kinds of languages
in the world. The top ten most used languages in the
world are Chinese, English, Russian, Spanish, Hindi,
Indonesian, Arabic, Bengali, Japanese, and Portuguese.
If everyone in the world all speak different kinds of
language, then people cannot communicate with each
other. Therefore, everyone not only has to learn their
own native dialogue, but also the world common using

language.”

Lesson 5 : How to Answer

Teacher told us the story “Alfred Nobel, Inventor
of Dynamite” today. After the story, teacher asked, “Is
the invention of dynamite good or bad?” We could not
answer, so teacher asked us to go home and think and
give answers tomorrow.

I asked Dad when returned home. Dad said, “Of
course it is good. We use dynamite to bore through
mountain for tunnels and make canals. Without it, the
construction could not be completed in short time.”

I then asked Mom. Mom shook her head and said,
“Of course it is bad. Because dynamite has been made
into bombs or missiles to kill a lot of people.”

When I went back to the room, I pondered which
is right. Teacher said Alfred Nobel was intended to ben-
efit people by inventing dynamite, while his invention
was used to kill instead. Is Alfred Nobel to blame or
those who misused dynamite? I then also thought of our
hands. Hands were to perform a work, but still others
used hands to attack. Despite this, do we conclude our
hands a bad tool just because a minority uses them to
attack?

I felt happy, because I knew how to answer tomor-

Trow.

Lesson 6 : Orange and Saw

Bob is my father’s foreign friend. He had learned
few Chinese conversations from books that he thought

to be enough, and so he went on his trip to Taiwan.
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Bob visited us yesterday. Dad asked, “How was
your trip in Taiwan?”’

Bob said, “It was fun. But people in Taiwan didn’t
seem to understand my Chinese.”

Dad said, “How come?”’

Bob said, “I don’t know, either. One time in the
hotel, the clerk asked how he might help me. I said I
would like to sleep (shui-jiao). The clerk then gave an
awkward eye contact and ran out with a plate of dump-
lings (shui-jiao) back. Another time I was eating and
asking for salt (yan), they gave cigarette (yan) instead;
soup (tang) and sugar (tang) instead. I was angry and
said “No more, thanks. Just give me an orange (ju-zi)
will be fine.” I thought they finally understood me. Sur-
prisingly, they gave a huge saw (ju-zi) after a while.”

We all burst out laughing, because Bob did not pay

attention to the tones at all when learning Chinese.

Lesson 7 : Interesting Characters

Da-ming: Sun, Da-ming.

Mei-mei: Wang, Mei-mei.

Da-ming, Mei-mei: Good day to all. (bow)

Da-ming: Today is our turn playing a piece of crosstalk
(Xiangsheng) to entertain you guys.

Mei-mei: Yes, to entertain. How?

Da-ming: However! Let’s start with the new classmate
in our class.

Mei-mei: Ah! You are gossiping about others. I am
snitching it to teachers.

Da-ming: Don’t get mistaken. I just would like to start a
discussion on his name.

Mei-mei: His name?l don’t even have a slight idea
about his name. He was so in a rush yesterday
that teacher said he would be introducing him-
self today.

Da-ming: And so I am now elaborating on his name. To
tell you, he’s got a weird name.

Mei-mei: What is his name?

Da-ming: I saw him filling in 6 “K” in the name col-
umn on a notebook.

Mei-mei: What? Did you say that his name is “KAKAK
ARAKRAK?” Do we have such a weird name?

Da-ming: Er, I am not sure myself, either. (Scratching
head) But 6 “R” for sure. I have had carefully
counted twice.

Mei-mei: Oh you, dumb boy. To tell you, there are sev-

eral types of Chinese characters, and one of

it is called “Ideogrammic Compounds (Aui-
yi, joined meaning)”, meaning two or more
characters are combined to suggest a third
meaning. For example, “7J (blade)” refers to
the sharpest area of a knife, so what character
would be formed putting “:&(heart)” under it?

Da-ming: It suffers. I will be dead.

Mei-mei: If you put “77” above “~&”, forming “Z:(en-
dure)”, means you can endure any sufferings.

Da-ming: Interesting!

Mei-mei: And more!

Da-ming: What more?

Mei-mei: “I~(not, no)” with “iE(straight)” means “FE
(curved)”; “<]~(small)” above “ K (big)” means
“X(tip)”; two “A(men)” on “t(land; soil)”
means “#(sit)”; people who work in “®
(field)” with great “7j (labor; force)” would
be “3F (man, male)” and “*(woman, female)”
with “F(son)” forms “¥F(good)” (Literal: All
men work with hard labor in the field;, women
are all good people.).

Da-ming: Hey, now you are having sexual discrimina-
tion.

Mei-mei: I am not to blame. That’s how characters were
made. By the way, what is the new classmate’s
name anyway?

Da-ming: Isn’t it “ KKK KKK

Mei-mei: Can’t be “ KKK AKKK!” “K> originally
means a tree. Two “’K” means a lot of trees,
forming “#k(grove)”; three “K> means a lot
more trees, forming “#k(forest)”. Since his
name has 6 “K”, it might be “#R & K>, “Pk K
AR, CARART or “ARARART. L.

Da-ming: Stop your wild guessing. He is right there.
Let’s go and ask.

Mei-mei: Wang, Mei-mei.

Da-ming: Sun, Da-ming.

Mei-mei, Da-ming: Thanks for your attention. (bow)

Lesson 8 : Remarkable Compatriot

One day, mom and I went to Ongpin Street for
shopping, and I saw a lot of tourists. They gathered
around the monument and listened to the tourist guide
introducing the tourist attraction. I was curious, so [
went over and to join them.

The tourist guide introduced Ongpin saying, “This

is the monument built for Mr. Ongpin. He was a very



successful Chinese businessman. He was very kind and
helpful. He cared a lot about the construction of Philip-
pines. During the two revolutions in Philippines, he was
imprisoned because he secretly donated a large sum of
money to the revolutionists. To express thankfulness to
his contribution in the revolution, the government built
a monument and named a street after him.

A tourist asked, “Is it true that half of the Chinese
populations in Philippines are businessmen?” The tour-
ist guide answered, “Yes! Because Chinese compatriot
has the Chinese traditioal virtues: hard working and
prudent, so their businesses are successful. In addition,
when they make a lot of money, they never forget to
give back to the society for local construction.”

He continued asking, “Are you a Chinese compa-
triot?” The tourist guide nodded. I nodded as well say-
ing, “I am.” The tourists heard it and started laughing

and clapping, praising me.

Lesson 9 : Shooting Down Nine Suns

Recently, the weather is extremely hot. Everyone
could not stand it. In our afternoon classes, our teacher
said, “This is not hot, because there is only one sun.”

We yelled, “There should be only one!” The teach-
er said, “Don’t be so sure. Have you not heard of the
legendary story of Nine Suns?”

We all said we have never heard of it. Our teacher
smiled and told us the story. He started, “There is this
legend that once upon a time, there is a big tree, where
ten golden birds lived. Nine golden birds secretly lived
inside the tree and one lived on top of the tree radiating
heat and light, playing the role of a sun.”

One day, a big earthquake struck and the tree
started to sway. All the sudden, the birds that lived in
the tree were frightened and flew out to the sky. As the
result there were ten suns in the sky. Ten suns in the sky
created excess amount of heat and energy and shined
onto the ground, drying up water, killing trees and
eventually, people were unable to live.

Hou-Yi, a legendary archer came and shot nine
consecutive arrows into the sky and shot down nine
suns. The world is back to normal.”

“Why didn’t Hou-Yi shoot down the last sun?”
One of the students asked.

“If the last sun is shot down, there will be no light
and heat,” our teacher replied.

I asked the teacher, “What will happen without

light and heat,” and teacher told me to give it a though.
I think: without light and heat, wouldn’t it be just
like living in a dark, cold refrigerator? No one will sur-
vive. Luckily, Hou-Yi left one sun in the sky.
I expressed my opinion and my classmates nod-
ded. After all, we did not complain about the heat any-

more.

Lesson 10 : Story of Banana

Once upon a time, there is a beautiful girl, friend-
less and lonely, who prayed everyday for a friend. Even
just a friend for a week, she will be grateful. One day,
when she was picking wild flowers in the woods, she
met a boy with big eyes. The boy said, “I came from a
faraway place. Will you let me spend time with you?”

The girl was really happy! God eventually heard
her prayers and sent her a friend. They became friends
quickly. They spent every day happily together pick-
ing wild flowers and listening to birds singing. After
a week, the boy said, “My time has come, I have to
leave.”

The girl was very sad and said, “You can only
spend one week with me? What shall I do once you
leave me?”

The boy said, “I do not want to leave, but I have
to. When I leave, someone will accompany you.”

“NO! NO! Don’t go,” cried the girl while grabbing
on the boy’s hands tightly.

Suddenly, the guy disappeared, leaving behind a
pair hands on the girl’s hand. Then, the voice from the
boy came from the sky. He said, “Plant my hands in the
soil and visit it occasionally.”

The girl cried and sadly planted the hand on the
soil. After few days, a small tree grew. The small tree
grew rapidly into a big tree and eventually, a finger
like yellow fruit grew from the tree. It smells good and
sweet. The girl picked some fruits from the tree and
shared with everyone. Everybody was very happy and
visit her a lot. From then on, she made a lot of friends
and was never lonely again. The yellow, finger like

fruits are bananas.
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