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Chinese Characters — OQur Cultural Treasure

One of the main missions of the Overseas Community Affairs Council of the Republic of China (Taiwan) is to
promote the continuing education of the Chinese language among our compatriot communities abroad. To pass on this
important cultural heritage, the OCAC has long been publishing educational materials printed in traditional characters,
in lieu of simplified characters, so as to facilitate the younger generation to learn and appreciate the artistic beauty and
innate values of the Chinese language.

Traditional characters have evolved alongside Chinese long history, and as a result, the characters have developed
into logograms through shapes, pronunciation and meaning, which closely conform to the traditional Six Principles
of Character (pictograph, ideograph, compound ideograph, phono-semantic compound, phonetic loan character and
derivative cognate). Approximatively 80% of Chinese characters are phono-semantic compounds, also known as
radical-phonetic characters, created by combining radicals on one side and phonetics on the other. Knowledge of these
facts makes the learning of Chinese characters much easier, and is just half the battle!

Traditional Chinese characters have been in use for 5,000 years. Ancient classics and historical documents
available nowadays are written or printed in traditional characters. Therefore, learning traditional characters can
break through the limitations of time, travel through eras without the boundaries of words, as well as comprehend
the treasure of civilization imbued with abundant human thoughts and wisdom. Additionally, a variety of calligraphy
styles, both symmetric and aesthetic, help shape traditional characters into a unique and scholarly art.

Dr. Chin-chuan Cheng, member of the Academia Sinica, has pointed out in his research that the maximum
number of words an average person may acquaint in a given language is about eight thousand. The simplified
characters promulgated in Mainland China cover merely a total of 2,235 characters, including 482 independently
simplified ones and 1,753 derived from simplified radicals and independently simplified ones. These limited number
of characters, created without solid origin, have lost the traditional picto-phono-semantic traits sine qua non to Chinese
characters.

Furthermore, another linguist, Professor Xian Li, has pointed out the limit of the simplified

characters: “simplified radicals cannot be deduced and applied to all,” “symbols replacing radicals have no
established rules,” “independently simplified radicals cannot be deduced,”  “the use of homophonic characters in a
different contexts complicates the whole character system,” “exceptions always found whenever simplification rules

are applied,” and “arbitrary simplifications destroy the logic of Chinese characters.”

The intricate implications of learning simplified Chinese characters result in an inevitable imbroglio of academic
research and linguistic application, jeopardizing related sciences such as paleography, historical geography and
historiography.

Due to current practical need and global trend, the proportion of traditional characters users has considerably
declined compared to that of simplified characters users. Yet learning traditional characters is nevertheless meaningful,
important and necessary, if taken into account the following perspectives: pedagogical efficiency, cultural creativity,
better understanding of Chinese traditional culture and history, cultural links to East Asian civilizations, involvement
in a global cultural outlook, and an aesthetic appreciation of inherent beauty of Chinese characters.

It is our hope that by consolidating the learning of traditional characters, while providing simultaneously a
comparison table scoping simplified characters, we can pragmatically provide useful teaching methodology to the
overseas communities. By encouraging the study of traditional characters as a vector, and then comparing them with
simplified characters in textbooks, we are convinced that this approach will create the ideal environment for the
transmission of Chinese culture abroad, where both types of characters are currently prevalent.
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Lesson 1 : Independence Day of Philippines

June 12" is the Independence Day of Philip-
pines.

Philippines was once colonized by Spain and
the United States. After the long revolutionary war,
Philippines was finally independent in 1946, and all
the Filipinos celebrated their freedom in June 12" ev-
ery year.

In June 12" of every year, there is a celebra-
tion in Manila, the capital city of Philippines. In the
celebration the president of Philippines will give out
the speech, and also, there is a military and people
parade that everyone likes to cheer and see. At night,
the sky of Manila will be filled with beautiful fire-
works. In addition, in the Independence Day, all the
historical monuments, museums, and memorial halls
will be open for free.

In Republic of China, there is also a similar hol-
iday, called “National Day”. In 1911, Oct. 10", Dr.
Sun, Yat-Sen led the revolutionary army to overthrow
Qing Dynasty in “Wuchang Uprising.” Therefore,
Oct. 10" of every year is known as National Day, or
also known as “Double Tenth Holiday.” In this day,
many overseas compatriots come back to celebrate in
front of the presidential office, and there are flag rais-
ing ceremony and military parade. At night, there
is also a spectacular fireworks show, which is very

lively.

Lesson 2 : Knowing Philippines

During the class, teacher said: “I am going to
ask you few questions, and see who can answer the
best.”

Teacher asked: “Where is the capital city of
Philippines?”

@

Xiao-ming answered: “Manila.”

Teacher asked: “Where is the summer capital of
Philippines?”

Xiao-qing answered: “I know, it is Baguio.”

Teacher asked again: “What is the national
flower of Philippines?”

Xiao-wen answered: “Jasmine.”

Teacher then asked: “In the sixteenth century,
Philippines had been ruled by which country?”

Xiao-li answered: “It was Spain.”

Teacher continued to ask: “In the nineteenth
century, who was the leader of the Philippines revo-
lution that led Filipinos went against Spain, and had
later become our national hero?”

Xiao-qin, who loved to study history, loudly an-
swered: “It is Jose Rizal.”

After hearing all the students’ answers, teacher
happily said: “Water has sources and trees have
roots. People must not forget their origins, and you
should always remember what you have learned in

your mind.”

Lesson 3 : Mass

Last week, my father took me to Mass in the
Catholic Church, and I heard a song from church
choir that really touched my heart.

Here is the song (Lyrics):

“What makes sky blue?

What makes grass green?

What makes moonlight shine?

What makes sunshine warm?

What makes flower smell fragrant?

What makes bird sing?

What makes people live in the hope?

Love makes sky blue, love makes grass green,
God’s love makes sunshine warm, moonlight

shine;



God’s love makes flower smells fragrant, bird

sings;

Because of love, people live in the hope.

If one day, the universe changes,

We only hope, love will always stay in the

world.”

This song did not answer questions in a scien-

tific perspective. However, it showed us the magical
side of Mother Nature. I needed to take some time to

think about who creates our universe.

Lesson 4 : Sister’s Wedding

Today was sister’s wedding. The wedding was
hosted in the church where sister always does wor-
ships.

After lunch, she wore a white wedding dress and
went to the hall, where the ceremony was to be held,
with the whole family together. In the hall, wedding
decorations had already been set up, and there were
many groom and bride’s friends and families.

Wedding music started to play, and groom first
walked into the hall along with the best men. Then,
father held sister’s arm, following the tempo of the
music, step by step walked into the hall.

Subsequently, choir started to sing the grace
song. After singing, the father, our wedding host,
started to read a passage from the Bible. Then, he
asked both groom and bride, if they are willing to
marry each other. Both answered, “Yes.” Then, the
father announced they are the married couple and
concluded the ceremony. People around the hall
started to clap enthusiastically.

Afterward, it was tea party. Cake, desserts, tea,
and all kinds of beverages, were served on the table,
and everyone raised their cups and made a toast for
this newlywed couple. It was so joyful and lively! I
also toasted for them and wish them will be happily

ever after.

Lesson 5 : Grandfather’s Favorites

Grandfather has a treasure box, and he puts all
his faviortes, such as Chinese writing brush, the lu-
minous glass, and harmonica in the box. These are
all grandfather’s treasures.

Grandfather loves to write Chinese calligraphy.
Every morning, he sits in front of his desk and writes
Chinese calligraphy, stroke by stroke.

Grandfather does not like TV and radio very
much. His favorite things to do are sitting in the yard
and playing his harmonica while enjoying the great
wind breeze; very relaxed and free.

Grandfather does not like to drink any alcohol
beverage, but to drink tea. He has a cup in the treas-
ure box, his favorite cup: the luminous glass. At
night, when grandfather opens his treasure box, the
luminous glass would glow and shine.

Inside the treasure box, they are all grandfa-

ther’s favorites.

Lesson 6 : My Favorite Things

Sports are my favorite. The day before yes-
terday, my classmates and I went to play a soccer
tournament. In the tournament, I kicked the ball too
hard, and my shoe flew away. Then, everyone went
after the ball, but I went after my shoe.

Going to the beach is my favorite. One time,
there was a big wave ran through me, and it made me
choked on seawater. | wish when I go to the beach
next time, the wave is calm and wind is soothing.

Running is my favorite. One time, I kept on
running, and I ran too far and got too tired, so I called

my dad to pick me up with his scooter.

&
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Lesson 7 : Collecting Stamps

Xiao-qing saw a beautiful stamp stuck on fa-
ther’s mail, and she really wanted to have it.

Dad knew Xiao-qing interested in collecting
stamps and happily said to her, “Collecting stamps
is a good hobby which can strengthen your body and
cultivate your mind, increase your knowledge, and it
is also a very good leisure activity.”

Xiao-qing said, “How does it relax our mind?”

Dad said, “There are various kinds of flow-
ers, birds, antiques and people on stamps, and when
you look at these beautiful things, it makes you feel
good.”

Xiao-qing then asked, “How does it increase our
knowledge?”

Dad smiled and said, “All the pictures on stamps
are designed by the specialists; some are made for
the memorial purposes, and some are made to rep-
resent astronomy, geography and various cultures of
the world. All of them can increase our knowledge.”

Since then, Xiao-qing has started to collect

stamps.

Lesson 8 : Mail Letter to Taiwan

Qingin and Mingming took a trip to Taiwan to
see their grandfather and grandmother with mother.
Grandfather and grandmother liked Qingin and Ming-
ming very much. So, grandfather and grandmother
not only took Qingin and Mingming out, but also
took them to shop and bought many gifts to them.

After a week, Qinqin and Mingming needed
to go back to Philippines because their school was
about to start, so they had to say good bye to grand-
father and grandmother which they did not really
want to.

After returning to Philippines, Qingin missed

<@

her grandmother very much, and she asked her mom
how to write a letter to grandmother.

Mother said, “Just write down what is in your
heart. However, you still have to watch out the basic
letter format: in the opening, remember “‘salutation”,
and then “greeting”, and things you want to say.
Last, don’t forget “the blessings”, date, and the name
of person who writes this letter.”

Qingin then asked, “Where do I post the stamp?
And what should I write on the envelope?”’

Mother said, “For international letter, you need
to use western style envelope (horizontal), and you
write the receiver’s name, address, and zip code on
the slight right of the envelope center, and for the
mailer’s name, address, and zip code, you could ei-
ther write on the top left corner of the envelope, or
on the back side of the envelope. Post the stamp on
the top right corner.”

Qingin soon followed mother’s guides and fin-
ished writing the letter. After posting the stamp on,

she mailed the letter out.

Lesson 9 : Xiao-Wen’s Sticky Notes

There were sticky notes on the table of Xiao-
wen’s home.

One time, someone was calling for Xiao-wen’s
father while he was away, and Xiao-wen then wrote

a sticky note:

Dad:
Mr. Wang, Da-ming, asked you to return
his phone call, the number is 541-8436.
Xiao-wen

(5:00PM)

Another time, mother called from school and
said she may come home a bit later, so she wanted

father to take them out for dinner. Xiao-wen was



afraid that he may forget, so he wrote another sticky

note:

Dad:
Mother said she had something to do, so
she may come home a bit later, and she wanted

you to take us out for dinner.
Xiao-wen (5:30PM)

Another time, Xiao-wen wanted to go to his
classmate’s house to borrow some books, but his par-

ents were not home, so Xiao-wen left a sticky note:

Dad and Mom:

I am going to classmate’s house to bor-
row some books, and I will be home soon, okay!
Don’t worry!

Xiao-wen (9:00AM)

The function of sticky notes is pretty much the
same as letter. However, the writing style of sticky
notes is much simpler. Plus, it doesn’t need to have

an envelope, very convenient.

Lesson 10 : Let’s Keep a Diary

There are always important things in our daily
lives. If you simply write it down, it will become a
diary.

Keeping a diary is not about what time do you
wake up, eat, go to school, take a bath, nor sleep. It
is about what do you see, hear, think, or do. Pick

something meaningful and write it down.

The benefits of writing a diary are plenty; writ-
ing down things happened every day, or even using it
as an opportunity to practice the writing skill. How-
ever, when writing a diary, one needs to be patient in
order to continually write every day. The following
is an example of the diary wrote by Qingin. In the
diary, it is about Qinqin and her brother visiting their
grandfather and grandmother in Taiwan, and their
mother taught her how to dial international phone

call.

March 18", Wednesday, weather: Sunny

Today is the second day since my return to Phil-
ippines. I missed my vacation time in Taiwan very
much. Grandfather and grandmother took me and
my brother to horse riding. It was fun! Also, they
took us to the bookstore and bought many books.
Today, my mother taught me how to call my grandfa-
ther and grandmother. After the call was connected,
I heard their voices. I was very happy, and I told
them: My brother and I missed them so much.

I hope one day, grandfather and grandmother

can visit us in Philippines, too, and I will take them

around and eat so many great foods.
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