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Chinese Characters — Our Cultural Treasure

One of the main missions of the Overseas Community Affairs Council of the Republic of China (Taiwan) is to
promote the continuing education of the Chinese language among our compatriot communities abroad. To pass on this
important cultural heritage, the OCAC has long been publishing educational materials printed in traditional characters,
in lieu of simplified characters, so as to facilitate the younger generation to learn and appreciate the artistic beauty and
innate values of the Chinese language.

Traditional characters have evolved alongside Chinese long history, and as a result, the characters have developed
into logograms through shapes, pronunciation and meaning, which closely conform to the traditional Six Principles
of Character (pictograph, ideograph, compound ideograph, phono-semantic compound, phonetic loan character and
derivative cognate). Approximatively 80% of Chinese characters are phono-semantic compounds, also known as
radical-phonetic characters, created by combining radicals on one side and phonetics on the other. Knowledge of these
facts makes the learning of Chinese characters much easier, and is just half the battle!

Traditional Chinese characters have been in use for 5,000 years. Ancient classics and historical documents
available nowadays are written or printed in traditional characters. Therefore, learning traditional characters can
break through the limitations of time, travel through eras without the boundaries of words, as well as comprehend
the treasure of civilization imbued with abundant human thoughts and wisdom. Additionally, a variety of calligraphy
styles, both symmetric and aesthetic, help shape traditional characters into a unique and scholarly art.

Dr. Chin-chuan Cheng, member of the Academia Sinica, has pointed out in his research that the maximum
number of words an average person may acquaint in a given language is about eight thousand. The simplified
characters promulgated in Mainland China cover merely a total of 2,235 characters, including 482 independently
simplified ones and 1,753 derived from simplified radicals and independently simplified ones. These limited number
of characters, created without solid origin, have lost the traditional picto-phono-semantic traits sine qua non to Chinese
characters.

Furthermore, another linguist, Professor Xian Li, has pointed out the limit of the simplified

characters: “simplified radicals cannot be deduced and applied to all,” “symbols replacing radicals have no
established rules,”  “independently simplified radicals cannot be deduced,”  “the use of homophonic characters in a
different contexts complicates the whole character system,”  “exceptions always found whenever simplification rules

are applied,” and “arbitrary simplifications destroy the logic of Chinese characters.”

The intricate implications of learning simplified Chinese characters result in an inevitable imbroglio of academic
research and linguistic application, jeopardizing related sciences such as paleography, historical geography and
historiography.

Due to current practical need and global trend, the proportion of traditional characters users has considerably
declined compared to that of simplified characters users. Yet learning traditional characters is nevertheless meaningful,
important and necessary, if taken into account the following perspectives: pedagogical efficiency, cultural creativity,
better understanding of Chinese traditional culture and history, cultural links to East Asian civilizations, involvement
in a global cultural outlook, and an aesthetic appreciation of inherent beauty of Chinese characters.

It is our hope that by consolidating the learning of traditional characters, while providing simultaneously a
comparison table scoping simplified characters, we can pragmatically provide useful teaching methodology to the
overseas communities. By encouraging the study of traditional characters as a vector, and then comparing them with
simplified characters in textbooks, we are convinced that this approach will create the ideal environment for the

transmission of Chinese culture abroad, where both types of characters are currently prevalent.
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Lesson 1 : Phone Ringing

The phone was ringing. Xiao-Ming picked up
the phone, and it was his classmate, so they chatted
about half-hour.

After he hanged up the phone, his mommy said
to Xiao-Ming, “Do not talk too long on the phone,
shorten your conversation, so as to save many time.”

There are several things you need to pay atten-
tion to:

1. When picking up the phone, first says “Hello, who
are you looking for?”

2. If the call is for any family member, you need to
say “wait a moment, please” and then ask the fam-
ily member to pick up the phone.

3. When the family member is unavailable, you need
to ask the calling person’s name, phone number,
and jot down some notes if you need to.

When it is an outgoing call, you need to pay at-
tention to:

1. know what to say before making the call

2. avoid calling people in early morning, late night,
and dining time

Xiao-Ming now understands there are some
“rules” on making a phone call!

Lesson 2 : Daily Use Home Appliances

In our daily life, electricity is a must because, in
our homes, there are many home appliances.

Normally, home appliances include lights, tele-
vision, washing machine, refrigerator, air condition-
er, fan, and vacuum cleaner...etc.

Some people say that in twenty-first century,
“Robot” may appear in home appliances. For ex-
ample, house cleaning Robot, fully operated by com-
puter, can run through the entire home and vacuum
out dusts and trashes, so our home will be clean. The
newer generation of robot will even recharge itself
when the battery is running low and then complete
its task.

<@

Although more and more home appliances are
available to make our life easier, we still need to be
careful when we use these different kinds of home
appliances.

Lesson 3 : The Age of the Internet is Coming

When the age of the internet is coming, every-
thing changes.

Now, everyone is using instant text message,
internet phone and email to contact their friends and
families. You can even see your overseas friends and
families through the internet web camera. The inter-
net not only saves people lots of money on the phone
bill, but also shortens the distance between each
other.

In the school, teachers teach students how to
search resources through the internet. If you know
how to type, the whole world’s information will
show at your fingertip. Everything you want to learn
can be found on the internet. Besides, what do you
do when you want to go shopping but do not really
feel like going out? In the age of the internet, you
can also buy all your favorite things through the in-
ternet.

The age of the internet changes the world to
zero distance, and it makes our life more wonderful
and works more convenient. However, the knowl-
edge on the internet may not always be correct, and
the friends you meet through internet are not always
decent. Therefore, when using the internet, we really
have to be cautious in order to prevent any kinds of

internet frauds.

Lesson 4 : Birthday Present

Tomorrow is Qing-Qing’s birthday. She invites
several of her good friends to her home.

For her birthday present, some say, he wants
to give Qing-Qing a little toy car, and some say, she
wants to give Qing-Qing a gorgeous toy box. What
about Ren-Ren? He does not have anything to say

because he does not have money to buy any presents.



All he has are some old glass marbles. Although the
glass marbles are old, it is Ren-Ren’s favorite toy.
However, Ren-Ren still decides to give Qing-Qing
his glass marbles as present after he has thought
about it for a while.

He puts the glass marbles into a small box and
wraps it with wrapping paper, and he is ready to give
it to Qing-Qing for her birthday.

The second day after school, everyone brings
their presents to Qing-Qing’s home. All the friends
are warmly received by Qing-Qing and her parents.

And so the party begins. Everybody sings the
“happy birthday song” to Qing-Qing, and she makes
wishes and blows the candles, and then she slices the
cakes for everyone. Finally, it is the birthday pres-
ent time. When Qing-Qing sees Ren-Ren’s old glass
marbles, she knows that it is Ren-Ren’s precious toy,
and she is touched and says to Ren-Ren, “Ren-Ren,
this is my favorite present, Thank you so much.”

Lesson 5 : Water Pollution

“Thousands of threads, millions of threads fall
into the water and disappear.” The answer to this
riddle is “rain.”

Rain can go under the surface of earth and be-
come mineral water, or underground water. Water,
the essence of our daily life, is needed by human-be-
ings, and many other species. Plants need the nutri-
ents of soil, but these nutrients need to be dissolved
by water first before plants can absorb.

We, as human-beings, must need the clean and
unpolluted water. We will get ill if we drink the pol-
luted water. Fishes and shrimps cannot survive in the
polluted water, and so can’t our crops. Some may
ask how the water gets polluted. It is caused by some
people or factories, letting their trashes, or industrial
waste water out into the river, and then polluting our
sources of water.

Can people, animals and plants survive if one
day there is no clean water on the Earth? We must be

very cautious and not to pollute our sources of water.

Lesson 6 : The Breathing-Tree Game

Teacher organized a “Breathing- Tree Game” today.

First of all, eight classmates played as big trees
and stood at separate place. One classmate played
as the chopper, and the rest played as animals, such
as birds, ponies and dogs. Each classmate held their
breath and ran to one of the “big trees” and then took
a 5-second breath.

After 5-second breath, students would have to
hold their breath again and run to another trees for
another 5-second breath. However, the capacity of
each “tree station” was limited to only 5 classmates
at a time, so those who failed to get a place will be
eliminated.

The chopper came before long and he chopped
down trees one by one. As the number of trees got
chopped down, some animals could not find the
places for breathing, and so they were eliminated one
after another.

Finally, when there was only one tree left, ani-
mals were so angry that they protected the three from
the chopper together. As a result, the small trees
grew up little by little when another seven classmates
stood out and played as small trees.

Lesson 7 : Protecting Rare Species

The region of Mount Apo, located in the south-
east Philippines, is the land covered by trees. Its
great climate and rich food sources become Philip-
pine Eagle’s favorite habitat. Many Philippine Ea-
gles happily live in here.

One day, little eagle and its dad flew in the sky.
All of a sudden, a group of people came to the moun-
tain with axes and saws on their hands. Little eagle
asked his dad, “Dad, what are those people doing
here?” Dad said, “They are up to no good, they are
here to cut down the trees, we should hurry up to tell
everyone to run away!”

So, Philippine Eagles one after another fled
away from their homes while many trees got cut
down. Many of them were homeless, and they could

@
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not find any food. The stable life they had would
never return again.

For this reason, the Philippine government has
deeply recognized the importance of environmental
conservation and the criticalness of protecting the
rare species, so the government establishes a depart-
ment to protect Philippine Eagles. This department
serves to fully promote the surviving issue of Philip-
pine Eagles to the general public, and they also teach
people the knowledge about Philippine Eagles, so
everyone will protect them through having better
understanding and recognition of this rare species, so

Philippine Eagles can live in a safe environment.

Lesson 8 : Why Does the Pyramid Fall?

In the classroom, teacher takes out 5 paper box-
es, labeling grass, soil, water, air, cow respectively,
and aligns them on the ground.

Then the teacher takes out another 4 boxes,
labeling fish, flowers, trees, fruits respectively, and
aligns them on top of the previous 5 boxes and be-
neath 3 boxes labeling bird, chicken, and rice. After
that, 2 boxes labeling pig, vegetable are placed on
top of previous 3 and beneath a box labeling human
being.

From bottom to top, the boxes pile up like a
pyramid, which symbolizes the ecosystem. Each par-
ticipant is so tightly interconnected that it forms the
undisturbed cycle.

All at once, a student comes forward and draws
grass box away, while the pyramid stands still and
the human being box remains undisturbed. The sec-
ond student comes forward and draws the tree box
away, bringing some influences to the pyramid.

The third student then draws water box away,
showing an indication that the nature has been con-
tinuously interfered, while the human being box still
remains undisturbed. The following fourth, fifth and
sixth student then draws away flower box, bird box
and rice box one after another. As a result, the human
being box standing on the top finally falls down.

As the matter of fact, if all creatures, water and

<@

soil resources were completely destroyed, there will
be no more lives in the world, and humankind will

not exist anymore.

Lesson 9 : Lullaby

Hush-a-bye, Baby, mom’s right beside.
Hush-a-bye, slumber away with the lullaby.
Hush-a-bye, till the morning lights.

Hush-a-bye, be with you to the wonderful para-
dise.

Lesson 10 : Little Sparrows Coming Home

Three little sparrows and their mother lived to-
gether.

In the day time, mom went out for foods. When
mother returned to bird nest, she fed three little spar-
rows and taught them how to fly. At night, mother
told three sparrows stories and knowledge of life,
and she also sang their favorite songs until they fell
asleep.

One day, one of three little sparrow sneaked out
of bird nest and ran to the outside and played while
mom was outside searching for food. Suddenly, the
little sparrow got caught by a bird net, and he was
put into a bird cage.

When night came, no one told stories or sang
lullabies to the captive sparrow anymore. The little
sparrow burst into tears sorrowfully because he
missed his mommy and bird nest.

The following morning, someone opened the
cage and put foods into the cage. The little sparrow
took this opportunity and escaped out the cage. Fly-
ing and Flying, finally, he returned to his sweet bird
nest and came back to mommy’s hug.

Mother held the little sparrow and said, “My
child! Be careful from now on, okay!”

The little sparrow nodded and said, “Mommy, I
will never run out again, and I will never leave you

again.”
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