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g]‘ Chinese Characters — Our Cultural Treasure

One of the main missions of the Overseas Community Affairs Council of the Republic of China (Taiwan) is to
promote the continuing education of the Chinese language among our compatriot communities abroad. To pass on this
important cultural heritage, the OCAC has long been publishing educational materials printed in traditional characters,
in lieu of simplified characters, so as to facilitate the younger generation to learn and appreciate the artistic beauty and
innate values of the Chinese language.

Traditional characters have evolved alongside Chinese long history, and as a result, the characters have developed
into logograms through shapes, pronunciation and meaning, which closely conform to the traditional Six Principles
of Character (pictograph, ideograph, compound ideograph, phono-semantic compound, phonetic loan character and
derivative cognate). Approximatively 80% of Chinese characters are phono-semantic compounds, also known as
radical-phonetic characters, created by combining radicals on one side and phonetics on the other. Knowledge of these
facts makes the learning of Chinese characters much easier, and is just half the battle!

Traditional Chinese characters have been in use for 5,000 years. Ancient classics and historical documents
available nowadays are written or printed in traditional characters. Therefore, learning traditional characters can
break through the limitations of time, travel through eras without the boundaries of words, as well as comprehend
the treasure of civilization imbued with abundant human thoughts and wisdom. Additionally, a variety of calligraphy
styles, both symmetric and aesthetic, help shape traditional characters into a unique and scholarly art.

Dr. Chin-chuan Cheng, member of the Academia Sinica, has pointed out in his research that the maximum
number of words an average person may acquaint in a given language is about eight thousand. The simplified
characters promulgated in Mainland China cover merely a total of 2,235 characters, including 482 independently
simplified ones and 1,753 derived from simplified radicals and independently simplified ones. These limited number
of characters, created without solid origin, have lost the traditional picto-phono-semantic traits sine qua non to Chinese
characters.

Furthermore, another linguist, Professor Xian Li, has pointed out the limit of the simplified

characters: “simplified radicals cannot be deduced and applied to all,” “symbols replacing radicals have no
established rules,” “independently simplified radicals cannot be deduced,”  “the use of homophonic characters in a
different contexts complicates the whole character system,”  “exceptions always found whenever simplification rules

are applied,” and “arbitrary simplifications destroy the logic of Chinese characters.”

The intricate implications of learning simplified Chinese characters result in an inevitable imbroglio of academic
research and linguistic application, jeopardizing related sciences such as paleography, historical geography and
historiography.

Due to current practical need and global trend, the proportion of traditional characters users has considerably
declined compared to that of simplified characters users. Yet learning traditional characters is nevertheless meaningful,
important and necessary, if taken into account the following perspectives: pedagogical efficiency, cultural creativity,
better understanding of Chinese traditional culture and history, cultural links to East Asian civilizations, involvement
in a global cultural outlook, and an aesthetic appreciation of inherent beauty of Chinese characters.

It is our hope that by consolidating the learning of traditional characters, while providing simultaneously a
comparison table scoping simplified characters, we can pragmatically provide useful teaching methodology to the
overseas communities. By encouraging the study of traditional characters as a vector, and then comparing them with
simplified characters in textbooks, we are convinced that this approach will create the ideal environment for the
transmission of Chinese culture abroad, where both types of characters are currently prevalent.
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Lesson 1 : Hard-working Ants

I used to think the sun was scorching hot that I
could barely focus on studies. However, my think-
ing changed after | saw a large number of ants on the
ground.

The ants were not afraid of hard labors, so they
continuously moved food. How diligent!

Every little helps. As ants, they worked hard
and stored food for the winter. We have to learn their
spirit and don’t be a lazy person.

Diligence leads to success. A diligent person is
able to devote himself to his country and social ser-

vice, and do a lot more meaningful things for others.

Lesson 2 : Do It Yourself

Xiao-ming was going to play basketball with his
friends, but he was not ready when his friends were
waiting outside.

Xiao-ming was very anxiously saying, “Mom,
where are my sports shoes?”

Mom replied, “How do [ know?”

Xiao-ming anxiously said, “My friends are al-
ready waiting outside. Couldn’t you help me?”

Mom said, “Every time when you return home,
you never put things in place. Now that you need to
use something, how can I locate it? ”

Xiao-ming still couldn’t find it after a long
while, and so he could not play basketball with his
friends.

What did Xiao-ming do wrong, my dear

friends?

1. He was to play basketball but did not get prepared
in advance.

2. He did not try to find things out by himself and
was very dependent on his mom instead.

3. He never put things in place after use.

We must be responsible for our own duties; oth-

erwise we could have ended up in the same situation.

Lesson 3 : The Early Bird Catches the
Worm

A diligent person says, “The early bird catches
the worm,” while a lazy person says, “The early
worm will get caught by the bird.”

Xiao-ming woke up late every day. Sometimes
he grabbed or skipped breakfast and was always late
for school. In school, he never helped his classmates
with cleaning, so everyone thought he was lazy. One
day from a book, Xiao-ming learned an idiom “The
Early Bird Catches the Worm,” so he decided to
wake up early to see if he could “catch the worm.”
Then he went to bed early and woke up at 6 the next
morning. Xiao-ming, for the very first time woke up
early, seeing his mom busy preparing breakfast, he
went and helped. Mom was happy. After eating the
freshly made breakfast, Xiao-ming went to school
unhurriedly. When he arrived at school and saw the
scribbled blackboard, he erased it and cleaned the
classroom. After a while, others came in and found
the messy classroom cleaned, they all expressed
gratitude to Xiao-ming. The teacher also praised on
his diligence and activeness. Xiao-ming had a happy
and fulfilled day.

Xiao-ming could not agree with the idiom more
because he had made use of the morning hours to
complete a lot of things. As the saying goes, “Time is
money. Time is something that cannot be redeemed.”
We are not only supposed to cherish our lives and
time, but also to be proactive and to be the “early
bird”.



Lesson 4 : The Messenger of the Lion King

Monkey : I hear the Lion King is going to send a
messenger to see us, and the messenger
will have a red flower in front of his chest.

Fox : If that is the case, we should go get ready

to make the King happy then.

Squirrel : (Holding a paper note on his hand to ask
directions) Mr. Monkey, can I ask you
something......

Monkey : Go away! We have an important guest
coming (acting snobbish, and sends squir-
rel away)

(A big bear playing the red flower in front his chest

and coming)

Monkey : Oh! A red flower in front the chest. You
must be the messenger of the Lion king.

Welcome!! Welcome!!

Fox : The fruits in my store are very delicious,
so please, give it a taste.

Tiger :  Oh, your shoes are dirty, and let me clean
it up for you

Rabbit:  You are the messenger of the Lion King; |
will serve you with my best suite.

Bear : (Waving his hands) I am not the messen-

ger, and I pick this flower from the out-
side.

(All of a sudden, a squirrel with a red flower in front

the chest shows up)

Everybody : (Embarrassed) So, you are the messen-
ger of the Lion King; please forgive our
impoliteness.

Squirrel : Fine! But I will add “Honest, Peaceful,

Sincere” on your store signboard, and

everyone has to follow it.

Everybody : Thank you, and we will definitely fol-

low your words.

Lesson 5 : A Woman Who Loves Children

Lili was a mid-aged woman who loved children,
but she did not have any of her own, so she always
cried sorrowfully.

One day, an old man passed by her home and
asked her, “Why are you crying?”

Lili said: “Because I don’t have any children, I
am not happy”

Old man said, “I can take you to a place where
has many lovely children, and if you would like to,
you can even live with them.”

It turned out that this old man was the dean of
an orphanage, and he took Lili to his orphanage.
Upon arriving at the orphanage, Lili saw so many
children, and she immediately came up and played
with them together, and all the children also loved to
play with Lili.

Lili told the dean, “I would like to stay here and
help out. They need me, and I need them,too.”

Since then, Lili had not cried anymore. In her
face, there was a smile of joy and satisfaction be-

cause she had so many lovely children around her.

Lesson 6 : The Story of the Chinese Char-
acters Inventors: Cangjie

About five thousand years ago, there was a man
named Cangjie who loved to draw from day and
night.

He always went to the outdoors by himself.
When he looked up to the sky, there were birds flew
around where the color of clouds varies, and when he
looked down to the land, there were growing plants
“Ah! What a fantastic and

beautiful nature!” Cangjie then drew sun, moon, rain,

and traces of beasts.

birds, mountains and water. Although some shapes
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in the drawing seemed odd, he didn’t mind.

One day, a team of men and horses passed by. A
muscular man asked him, “Sir., may I see what you
are drawing?”

“These are very interesting. Can you please go
with me to my palace? I have too many things for
you to draw,” the muscular man said. It turn out that
the name of this muscular man is Huangdi. (Huangdi
is one of the ancient Chinese Emperors in the his-
tory.)

Upon arriving in the palace, Huangdi assigned
Cangjie to be the official historian and had him organ-
ized the pictures he drew and published it. Legend
has it that this is the beginning of the Chinese char-

acters.

Lesson 7 : The Story of Chinese Moon
Cake

“In mid-autumn, moon is especially clear.”
During the night of Mid-autumn Festival, all family
gathered together, eating moon cakes and enjoying
the moon. What a joy of life!

Xiao-ming asked father, “Why do we eat moon
cakes during Mid-autumn Festival?”

Father said, “There is a story behind. Let me tell
you.”

Legend says, during the end of the Yuan Dynas-
ty, the emperor treated people with extreme cruelty
that people can no longer live their life.

In order to overthrow this cruel emperor, every-
one needed to gather all their power together. Then,
one man came up with an idea to make a lot of cakes
and distribute them to people, so that they can enjoy
it when observing the moon in mid-autumn. How-
ever, when the day came and people were about to
eat the moon cakes, everyone discovered there was

a hidden note inside the moon cakes: “Mid-night in

Mid-autumn, Overthrow the emperor.”

When the midnight arrived, everyone stood out
and fought together. After many wars and battles, the
emperor was finally overthrown, and Min Dynasty
was established. Once again, people were lived in
the peaceful life.

Now, Xiao-ming understood the origin of eating
moon cakes during Mid-autumn Festival.

In the night of Mid-autumn Festival in Taiwan,
many people barbecue while enjoying the moon to-
gether with their family. Isn’t it a very special way

to celebrate your holiday?

Lesson 8 : Halloween

November 1* is the All Saints’ Day, a day for
the Christian and the Catholic to remember their an-
cestors and saints. In the past, it also symbolized the
end of the year and the beginning of the New Year.
In addition, it is also the favorite holiday for all the
children.

According to the folktale, in October 31", the
Halloween, all the monsters and evils will come to
the human world. In order to safely live through the
night, people need to dress up as horrifying crea-
tures, wear gruesome masks to intimidate and show
that they are not afraid of monsters. In the meantime,
people try to ward off evil spirits. Its meaning and
function is like Couplets used to ward off evil spirits
during Chinese New Year in Taiwan.

Now, in every year, the day before Halloween,
people will use spider webs and pumpkin lantern to
decorate their houses. Children will dress up as dev-
ils or monsters and go to every household “trick or
threat”, and if they get candies, they won’t monkey
around. For the youth, they will dress up in costumes
and attend the costumes party. Therefore, All Saints’

Day has become the most favorite holiday for adults



and children. Above all, let’s don’t forget the origin
and the meaning of the All Saints’ Day.

Lesson 9 : Christmas Present

The Christmas time was coming to the for-
est. The little yellow dog said to the little squirrels:
“Christmas is going to be joyful and lively.

All the households started to decorate their
beautiful Christmas trees. Hanging the colorful rib-
bons, balls, little Christmas lights, and bells on the
trees. It was so beautiful.

In the Christmas Eve, Santa Claus would wear
the big red clothes and give everyone Christmas
presents through the chimneys.

Little squirrels were very happy after hearing
that, so they decided to hang stockings right next
to their bed and waited for Santa Claus’ presents to
come in the Christmas Eve.

To not disappoint little squirrels, the little yel-
low dog brought some foods and toys and dressed
up as Santa Claus. While little squirrels had already
felt asleep, they put the presents into little squirrels’
stockings.

In the morning, when little squirrels saw their
presents, so many food and toys, they were so happy.

The little yellow dog saw little squirrels through

the window, and he felt happy as well.

Lesson 10 : Chinese New Year

Lunar New Year is also known as Chinese New
Year, and it is the time for family reunion.

In Chinese New Year’s Eve, everyone rushes
home for Reunion Dinner, and on the table, there are
many delicious seasonal foods: Niangao®, turnip
cake, fagao@, fish, and mustard green.

Eating nian gao has the symbolism of raising
oneself higher in each coming year. Eating turnip
cake means to “wish for good luck”; eating fagao
means to “wish for prosperity”; eating fish means
to “having enough to spare”; eating mustard green
means to: “wish for longevity”.

Children love Chinese New Year because they
can Shou Sui® and get red envelope money to buy
toys. In the first day of the Chinese New Year, every-
one will express New Year’s greetings to each other

and wish for happiness and safety.

@A food prepared from glutinous rice and consumed
in Chinese cuisine.

@A Chinese cupcake-like pastry.

®Shou Sui occurs when members of the family
gather around throughout the night after the re-
union dinner and reminisce about the year that has
passed while welcoming the year that has arrived.
Some believe that children who Shou Sui will in-
crease the longevity of the parents.
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