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Preface

For thousands of years, traditional Chinese culture has
been refined by the wisdom of ancient scholars and sages.
Now, the burgeoning Taiwanese culture influenced by Oceanic
Culture has injected it with new blood and has contributed to
its renaissance. Traditional culture is both broad and profound.
We have the responsibility to preserve this rich heritage as
well as celebrate the creativity and diversity of the new.

For many years, OCAC has tried to make learning Chinese
easier. As a result of the fast growing of internet technology
in this recent era, multimedia learning has been a new trend
for learning Chinese. Our commission is to follow this trend
and to keep publishing a series of multimedia learning books
in CD-ROM format.The feature of these CD-ROM books is
to make use of animation in presenting stories. Through this
feature, we aim to promote the interest in learning Chinese
amongst the learners. In addition, we hope to impart the
wisdom and philosophy of Chinese’s old days while learning
Chinese. Lastly but not the least, is to help oversea Chinese
to appreciate the essence of Taiwan’s tradition and culture
despite the geographical distance; thus this will help promote
the beauty Traditional Chinese Characters to the world.

OCAC, Republic of China (Taiwan)
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The emperor of the gods held a contest to decide who would get to be in the Chinese Zodiac

Calendar.
The dragon who lived in Ching-shuei Lake decided to join the race. He wanted to look better in the

race even though he was handsome enough with shimmering scales and impressive long whiskers.

He thought his bald head was kind of embarrassing, so he wanted to borrow horns from the
rooster.
The dragon swam to the bank of the lake and asked the rooster, “Mr. Rooster, will you be so

kind as to lend me your beautiful horns tomorrow so I can look good in the race?” The rooster
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answered, ‘I am going to the race, too!” The dragon said, “You have such a small head, you will look
heavy-topped with such a big pair of horns. They will look really stupid on you.” At this moment,

the centipede coaxed the rooster to lend his horns to dragon. The centipede said, “Why don'’t you
just lend the horns to him, I will vouch for you!” The rooster believed that he still looked pretty
handsome without the horns, so he lent the horns to the dragon.

The results came out. The dragon was placed fifth while the rooster came in tenth. He was very
angry so he went to see the dragon to ask him to return his horns. The rooster said, “Mr. Dragon,
please return what you've borrowed.” The dragon refused to return the horns. He said, “The horns fit
my head much better than they fit yours!” The rooster yelled at him, “They belong to me! You are a
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filthy thief!” The dragon wouldn’t budge and hid himself in the water. The rooster then fluttered and
crowed, “Return my horns! Mr. Dragon! Return my horns!” His shouting didn't work. He then went
to see the centipede.

The rooster said, “Uncle Centipede, please make the dragon return my horns.” The centipede
answered, “I cannot swim, how do you expect me to find him? And you were the one who wanted

to lend him the horns. You are responsible for your loss!” The rooster was very upset, so he ate the
centipede in one bite.

Since that day, centipedes have gone into hiding because roosters like to feed on them in the yard.

At dawn, roosters always moan for their lost horns, so they crow “Return my horns!” every morning!
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Once upon a time, there was a village where the soil was
extremely fertile. The farmers of the village only needed to
casually scatter rice seeds on the farm to produce rice
crops. They did not cultivate anything at all. So the
farmers had nothing to do during the day, and they
always gathered in the carpenter, Mo Dou’s, shop
to chat.
The chatting from this bunch of farmers

annoyed Mo Dou. The farmers made it difficult to
concentrate on his work, so he gave a bag of magic
sawdust to his pupil and asked him to scatter some
of it on the fields everyday. This way, the farmers had to
' weed the fields and were forced to be diligent.
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However, the pupil didn’t scatter the sawdust everyday. He complained that it was too much
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work so he simply poured the whole bag of sawdust onto the field. As a result, the fields grew

innumerable weeds in no time, which made the crops die out.
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Mo Dou saw that a serious mistake was made. He punished his pupil by changing him into a cow

and asking him to help the village people weed the fields. But surprisingly, his pupil still did not

change his laziness after becoming a cow. He was not willing to cultivate any time the village

people asked him to. He made many excuses, such as, “I am too tired today,” or “Feed me more

food, or else I won't work.”
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The Buddha in the sky was watching the whole thing and couldn’t endure the behavior of the lazy
cow anymore. He drove a nail through the cow’s chin, so it could never complain. From this time

on, he could only work very hard. This explains why even today we see cows that have a nail-like
bumpy spot on their chins.

The cow loved to eat glutinous flour balls. Later on, people chose the winter solstice as the cow’s
birthday. During the winter solstice, people feed the cow glutinous flour balls and glue a “round
nail” on the cow’s horn and forehead. Also, to thank the cows for their pains and help for the
whole year, cows are allowed to take a rest and be fed glutinous flour balls during the winter

solstice.
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“Jin-chai”(Fortune) Fortune Goes to Your House
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Once upon a time, there was an honest grocery owner with a big heart who lived in Changhua
County. On the morning of one Chinese New Year’s Day, when he was about to burn incense
and pray for a good year, he heard someone knock on the door, so he asked, “Who is it?” The
one outside the door said, “This is Jin-chai (Fortune).” The owner then rushed to the door and
welcomed him. As you might have guessed, Fortune did indeed bring a lot of good luck to the
grocery owner, who then ran greater business than in the previous year. He made a fortune
himself. The good tidings spread around the town very quickly.

There was another grocery store nearby; on the contrary, this storeowner was very stingy and
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mean. No one wanted to buy from his store, and his store was often empty. When he heard about
what happened to his neighboring storeowner, he decided to take the initiative and invite Fortune
to visit his store. It took him quite a lot of effort to locate Fortune.

It was again about time for Chinese New Year, so this storeowner brought gifts and money to
Fortune and said, “Mr. Fortune, please come to my house on the first day of the Chinese New Year,
and don't forget to say your name!”

— T

Fortune was happy to receive these gifts, so he

said to him, “This is piece of cake. I will follow your

instructions!”

On the New Year’s Day, even though it was still very
early, the storeowner waited for Fortune to come to
the door. Someone did knock on the door in a couple : L
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minutes. The storeowner gladly said, “Who is it?" Fortune then answered, “Of course, it is me!”
The owner wanted him to say his name, so he asked again, “Who the heck are you?” Fortune then
answered, “You forget things easily! Didn't you send me money the other day?” The storeowner
then asked, “Are you Fortune?” Fortune answered, “Who else would I be? A ghost?”

Maybe this response was too unlucky, because the storeowner not only didn't bring himself any
fortune for the coming year, but strangely, brought illness to his whole family.

When the villagers heard of this news, everyone found the story amusing. Villagers all said that
God would only give good fortune to a good man. The greedy man would never have any chance

to be granted fortune. No matter how hard he tried, it would always be in vain.
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Lady Mouse Got Married
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Once upon a time, there was a mouse village in the countryside. The village mayor had a very
beautiful daughter and every young man in the village wanted to marry her. The Daddy Mouse
thought to himself, “I am the head of the 12 animal signs in Chinese horoscope, I have to find an
amazing young man who deserves my beautiful daughter.”

Daddy Mouse went to see the famous Matchmaker Wang in the village. The matchmaker gave him

a list of excellent candidates. But Daddy Mouse didn’t want his daughter to marry a mouse that
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might fall into the prey of cats and would have to hide from the sun. Daddy mouse decided to go
out to find the strongest, manliest man in the world. When he went out of the door, he saw the
sun right away. He thought that the sun must be the greatest man on earth because his sunlight
illuminated the whole world. So he went talk to the sun about marrying his daughter.

However, the sun said to Daddy Mouse, “Sometimes a cloud may block my light. I think the cloud
would make a greater candidate than me.” So Daddy Mouse went to talk to the cloud. The cloud
said, “A swirl of wind will blow me away, [ think the wind is the greatest person.” Daddy Mouse
then went talk to the wind. The wind said, “No matter how hard I blow, I cannot pass my wind to
the other side of the mountain. In my opinion, I think the mountain is by far the greatest.” The



SAPL R T ORERREIA B o TR AL LA
$25 G- R REFT EREE EeECRE 0 REWEATELIRIRE T

2
=<
\na)
&
37
\U\E
e
N
o
x
FO
*u
}\m
~

Rages o | EFRLIEFBIELALS
RS UL AR i ¢ R
ELBLEVEY WLBILHIAEY 0 Bk ol e AT AR

RAGR 09 R RS 0 B TR ELALE Avdnl =5 o

BEAIF 22092 M2 T2 — -G LA A

mountain then said to him, “I am stuck in the same place forever, while a mouse can dig a hole
inside me, so I think mice are the most amazing creatures!” Daddy mouse finally discovered that the
son-in-law he was looking for had been right under his nose all along.

Daddy Mouse went back to his village, and married his daughter to the strongest mouse in the
village. His daughter got married on the third day of the Chinese New Year, and the wedding was
very grand and festive.

In a traditional Taiwanese children’s nursery rhyme, the song goes like this, “Get up early on the
first day of the Chinese New Year; do everything properly on the second day of the year; marry the
lady mouse on the third day of the year; worship god on the fourth day---” The folk song is, in a

way, telling us this interesting story, “Lady Mouse Got Married.”
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The Civet Cat (Ringtail)
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A-Fu was born into a rich family. He didn’t have to worry about food and became very lazy. Before
his dad died, he said to him, “A-Fu, no matter how rich we are, if you don't work, you will squander
all the savings. You must work, or you will die in hunger.” A-Fu wouldn't listen, and continued to
lead his lazy life. A couple years later, the money was used up. But still, he would rather starve than
go to work.

One day, he was really hungry, so he crawled into a temple to see the God of Fortune and pray

for money. Strangely, he dreamed that the God of Fortune shouted at him madly, “A-Fu! You are
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such a lazy person, how dare you come to me! What a disgrace to your family!” A-Fu was shaken

in fear, and he said, “God of Fortune, [ know I am lazy, but I am basically a good man. I have never
done anything bad to others.” The God then said to him, “I will give you some silver, because your
ancestors have done a lot of good deeds. But you have to work hard from now on.” After the god
finished his speech, he disappeared into a cloud. A-Fu woke up in terror from his dream.

But A-Fu didn't live till the day he got the silver. He starved to death. The Ghost A-Fu felt cheated by
the God of Fortune. So he told God of Death about being lied to by the God of Fortune. The Death
God said, “Fortune God, how could you not keep your promise?” Fortune God then answered, “I've
sent three messengers to give him the silver, but he was too lazy to even open the door! This is

not my fault that he died.” A-Fu said, “I thought the money would have fallen in my hand, how was
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I supposed to know that I needed open the door?” The Death God was angry,
yet he felt rather amused by the answer. He said, “You are way too lazy, so you
deserve to die. But you've never done anything bad to people, therefore I will
allow you to reincarnate into some animal. What would you want to be?” A-Fu
said, “If I become human again, I have to make money to survive. I would rather

be a civet cat. The cat has a white patch in front of the mouth, so mice will think
the patch is rice, and approach me to eat the rice. All I need to do is open my mouth and eat the
mice that come to me. The God of Death said, ‘I won't argue with you anymore. Civet cat it is.” So

A-Fu was turned into the cat, and his offspring are what we now call ringtail cats.
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Half-Street Lai
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Once upon a time, there was a millionaire surnamed Lai who lived in the central part of Taiwan

in a town called Shi-gong. He had so many houses and land that no one knew exactly how rich he
was, and people only knew that he owned half of the street and half of the stores on that street. So
people gave him the nickname “Half-Street Lai.”

One day, a traveling shepherd passed by the town of Shi-gong, and was halted by a thunderstorm.
He and his herd then hid from the rain in the front porch of a building. At this time, Half-Street Lai
walked by. He was very upset when he saw the noisy and smelly sheep. He asked the shepherd to
leave. But the shepherd begged him to let him stay till the rain stopped. Half-Street Lai wouldn't
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budge and wanted him to go, so the shepherd had no choice but to walk to another building to
hide. Then Half-Street Lai shouted at him again, “No, no, you have to leave. The buildings and
stores here are all mine!” The shepherd was forced to walk in the rain.

Three years later, Half-Street Lai went to collect the rent in the countryside. Halfway, the rain
poured dogs and cats. He saw a cottage and knocked on the door. The person who answered
the door was a young man. Half-Street Lai asked, “Can I stay here for a night?” The young man
answered, “Sure! Come on in!” And then the young man gave him some clean clothes to change
into, and served him some hot sweet potato rice porridge. Half-Street Lai was very hungry and
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very cold. He slurped all the food in a minute. Afterward, he said to the young man, “I never knew
that rice porridge could be this delicious!” The young man smiled at him and said, “You're a rich
man, [ don’t understand why you liked something as cheap as porridge. Half-Street Lai then asked,
“Do I know you?” The young man replied, “I am the shepherd you rushed away three years ago

in a heavy rain.” Half-Street Lai felt really ashamed. He thought to himself, “This man didn’t want
revenge. Instead, he treated me kindly. What a generous young man he is!” He then apologized to
the young man whole-heartedly.

From that day on, Half-Street Lai was a changed man. He was no longer selfish, or stingy. He now is
a very generous man, and helps needy people by offering them financial support. He became a very
famous locally as a kind-hearted person.
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The Salty Sea
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A boatman named A-Yi was a faithful and kind-hearted young man. He wouldn’t mind if his
passengers paid him too little or even forgot to pay him at all.

One day, an old man got off the boat without paying him. A-Yi wasn’t upset, and he even kindly
said to him, “Sir, watch your step, please.” After a short while, the old man returned and said

to him, “I am going to give you a magic stone grinder as the fee because of your kind heart.
The grinder will produce whatever you wish to have ,as long as you say, “Stone grinder, stone
grinder, east west south north, north east north, now!"The grinder will immediately produce

the thing that you want. When you have enough, all you need to say is, “Stone grinder, stone
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grinder, east west south north, stop!”It will then stop. Keep the password in mind!”
A-Yi stared at the stone-grinder, thinking, “The stone grinder is no bigger than my palm, is it really
this magical?"He soon found that it worked wonders just like the old man promised. It produced

whatever A-Yi wanted. A-Yi then distributed the food and clothing the grinder produced to the poor.

A-Yi became rich. He then hired another boatman named A-Ding to row the boat and send the
passengers across river for free. The greedy A-Ding found out the secret of the grinder. He stole the
stone grinder and rowed the boat out to sea. As soon as he reached the sea, he couldn’t wait to use
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the grinder. He then spoke, “stone grinder, stone grinder, east west south north, north east north, I
want salt now!” As expected, the grinder started to make lots of salt. A-Ding was overwhelmed with
happiness. Before long, the boat was overloaded with salt. A-Ding was in a panic, and he forgot the
right words to say to stop the grinder. In the end, A-Ding, the grinder and the boat all sank into the
sea. The grinder continued to produce salt under the sea. From that moment on, the seawater was

always salty.
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A long time ago, there lived an old couple in the mountains of Chia-yi County. The granny had poor
eyesight. The grandpa took care of her daily life. One day, the grandpa needed to go down the
mountain to run some errands. He told the granny, “Some bad foxes disguise themselves as humans.
Your eyes might fool you, so don’'t open the door.” When the grandpa left the house, a sneaky fox
saw him leave, and the fox conspired to victimize the granny. He hid himself in the woods.

When the night fell, the granny wondered why the grandpa hadn’t come home. At this moment, she

heard someone knocking the door. She peeked through the hole of the door. Someone who worea g
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knitted cap and held a staff was standing by the door. It looked like the grandpa. She opened the
door and said, “Come in! We will have beef stew tonight.” Granny reached to help him put the cap
and staff away. She realized the hand was very hairy. She thought to herself, “Grandpa said that
foxes sometimes disguise themselves as humans. Was this one a fox?”

The granny came up with an idea. She said, “My dear, can you help me to the fire stove?” The fox
held up her hands rudely and led her there. The granny knew immediately that this was not the
grandpa. Granny then said, “My dear, your walk is wobbly and you sound awful when you talk.
Did you drink tonight?” The fox said, “Yes, I did drink a little.” So the granny said, “Every time you
drink too much, you will cure the hangover by getting into a giant rice bag for a good sweat. I will
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wait till your hangover is cured and then we will eat the stew.”

The fox then crawled into the rice bag. Granny immediately tightened up the bag. She said, ‘I

will hang you above the stove; the heat helps you sweat!” She added more firewood to the stack.
The fox couldn’t endure the heat anymore. He shouted, “My dear, put me down! [ am cured!” The
granny said, “You want to trick me? I already know that you are a fox!” The fox then tried to free
himself by struggling hard against the bag. The grandpa came home at this moment. He punched
the fox senseless while it was in the bag. The next day, they sold the fox and brought a lot of food
home.
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Aunt Tien-Shuei
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During the Ching Dynasty, Tien-shuei Du brought an exploration team from Fujian to Puli. The
plain fields had already been put to use, so they went to the mountains to see if there was any
fertile land left where they could settle down and grow crops. Finally, they found some land
upstream of Wulai.

One day, when everyone was busy on the field, all of a sudden, a dozen bows were shot toward
them. All the people rushed to hide. Before long, they were surrounded by a group of aboriginals.
The head of the aboriginal people said to them, This land is ours. You cannot grow crops here,
or I will kill every single one of you!” Everyone was frightened. At this time, the wife of Du, Aunt
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Tien-shuei, took out a blue bag and said to the chief, “We were only trying to feed ourselves. I have
some money, clothes and match boxes in this bag, can we trade this for your land?” The chief said,
“No way, this is too little.” Aunt Tien-shuei said to him, “Then how about we bring more things to
exchange for the land?” The chief was afraid that they might regret the deal, so he said to her, ‘I

8 y mig 8

will keep you as a hostage. The deadline for this deal is August 15th.” Her husband then brought
people back to their hometown to prepare the things the aboriginals asked for.

On the night of August 14th, Tien-shuei Du didn’t show up. The chief was enraged. Before dawn,

he gave the order to Kkill his wife. At noon, Tien-shuei Du and his people carrying the cargo arrived.

People saw her corpse and had a hard time controlling their anger. They wanted to kill the chief to
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get even. At this time, Tien-shuei Du blocked his people, even though he was very grieved, and said,
“Aunt Tien-shui would like you to keep peaceful. Things cannot be solved if we resort to weapons.
Don'’t sacrifice more lives.” The chief then realized that he had done a terrible thing by killing an
innocent person. He then said to Tien-shuei Du, “I am sorry that I misjudged you. To make up,

you people can settle here. We will work together with you in peace and cultivate this land.” They
later on became very good friends, and Puli was constructed as a beautiful agricultural village. A
temple was built to commemorate Aunt Tien-shuei’s sacrifice. Every Autumn festival (August 15th),
the residents bring moon cakes to the temple to say thank you to Aunt Tien-shuei, for she indeed
contributed a lot to the village.
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Pangolin and Wild Cat
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Years ago, there were a wildcat and a pangolin who lived on top of the Dabajian Mountain. The
wildcat had beautiful golden fur all over him; therefore, he was very vain and always picked on
other smaller animals. Pangolin was fantastic at digging, and he loved to eat ants. But he had a
great temper; thus, the wildcat always picked on him.

One day, the wildcat saw pangolin taking a nap under a tree. It jumped on the tree and kept
shaking it. Leaves fell onto the pangolin; the wildcat then snapped the branches of the tree by

stamping on them. These breaking sounds woke up the pangolin. When the pangolin got up and
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started to move away, an ant-hive dropped on the ground. Pangolin was very thrilled to see it and
started to open his mouth to enjoy this meal. The wild cat jumped down and kicked the ant-hive
into the bush and said, “If you want to eat it, you have to say thank you to me first, since I, the king
of wildcats, was the one who shook it down.” Pangolin ignored him and slowly moved into the bush.
The wildcat was enraged. He set the

bush on fire while the pangolin moved
toward it. Shortly after, the fire became
overwhelming. The smoke made the
wildcat cough continuously. He was
thinking, “Fantastic! The pangolin is
doomed to become meat stew.” However,
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the pangolin slowly crawled out of the fire, smiled to the wildcat and said, “Thank you so much!

[ was beside a stone and didn't get hurt a bit. The scene was so beautiful; a bright red fire in
combination with a blue sky and white clouds. Really amazing. Too bad you didn’t get the chance to
see it.” The wildcat had his eyes wide open and said, “Really? You aren’t lying to me? If I can avoid
the burning heat, I definitely will go in there.” The pangolin replied, “See, I am all right, am I not?
You should get in there right now since the fire is still burning. And your favorite frogs and snakes
are all baked inside.”

The wildcat was persuaded and took his advice. He ran into the bush. In no time, there was a
howling groan and a grey-black wild cat jumped out of the fire. His original golden fur was all
burned. Thereafter, the wildcat started to hide and stopped being arrogant.
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The Rush Weaving Hat and Mat

Bo R A-AT s » r P32 pEELFE — HIEIRE
WEFLYFr e Fr—-R: o AT RERIFEE 0 BRRILES
WEPIBLREETE Y KLBLESHRCEMIRE ¢ T BrTEL
WL SF L L — R RO YR L 0 TR B e
MRS o

FrooRs o BRI BZALE B FLEL . B
BICUFL e FLELBR R —RE—RANE o B B WA KD
e TFoBEL <Rl o BV BELELLER S 0 BB — ST RRG
Borsoaht rgEe g HLFial R BB~ BAR IR B

ke
A

A long time ago, there were poor mother and son who lived in the middle of Yuan-Li. One day, her
son got the sunstroke and went off in a faint after pasturing cattle. The neighbor told his mother,
"You have to replace the roof out of straws in order to prevent from the heat of sun. ”

The second day, mother went to the riverbank to cut straws. She made the bundles of straws, and
then she slept under the tree. When she woke up, she saw an old grandma whose face was full of
wrinkles. She wore a red blouse and black skirt. And she put a leaf of rush on her head and wore
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many necklaces on her neck. She looked pretty unique that she carried a big basket made by

weaving bamboo, and the basket was filled with some grass. Mother asked, ” Grandma, May I ask

you where [ can get the grass? What is its name? What's it used for?” The grandma replied “It’s

used for curing the sunstroke.” When the grandma finished talking, she crossed the river. When

mother heard the grass could cure sunstroke, she asked immediately " How to cure the sickness?

Could you tell me?” The grandma walked fast and climbed to the mountain. Mother caught up

with the grandma. Finally, they went to a stone house that was full of vines and mosses.

Mother saw the grandma weave the rush, who seated herself in the pile of golden grass. She just

continued to weave. “Are you sure the two stuffs can cure the sunstroke?”, mother couldn’t help
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asking. The grandma said, " Of course, the rush mat can absorb sweat. It's cool when you sleep on
it. If you wear the rush hat, you can protect from the suntan.” Mother asked the grandma to show
her how to weave. The grandma said,” It's no use learning it. I won'’t give the rush to you.” Mother
began to weave the straws. The straws cut her hands. But she still bore the pain and insisted on
weaving. Finally, the grandma sighed,” You are really a good mother, It's getting dark. You took the
rush mat and hat, and give them to your son. The grass grow on the side of lake where is the upper
reaches of the river.”

Her son didn’t get any sunstroke after using the rush mat and hat. His mother wove many rush
mats and hats to sell in Da-Jia town. They earned a lot of money. When they wanted to express
their gratitude to the grandma, the stone house disappeared.
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There was once a farmer named Huo-Wang in Chihkan, Tainan, whose wife passed away and left
him two young daughters. The two sisters were named Ging-Gu and Ging-Jen.

One day, Huo-Wang carried rice to sell in the city market. He left the two sisters at home. After
dinner, the two sat at the front door waiting for their daddy. Gin-Jen made a bet with her elder
sister, saying, “I will move all the rice into the barn if daddy doesn’t come back tonight.”

Ging-Cu said to her, “You are too young to move anything!”

Ging-Jen said, “I will definitely win. If you lose, you will be the one who moves the rice to the
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barn!” Ging-Gu knew how stubborn her sister was, so she said, “Okay, [ accept your bet.”

At this moment, their neighbor Uncle A-Mu walked to them and said to Ging-Gu, “Your dad told me
in the market that he needed to stay for a while in the city to sell more products. He cannot make
it home tonight.” When the younger sister learned that her daddy was not coming back that night,
she was very mad. She ran into the city to find her dad.

Ging-Gu followed her closely. But it was too dark to see far ahead. She lost sight of her younger
sister. Ging-Gu was very nervous and she yelled, “Ging-Jen, where are you?” She did her best to
locate her little sister on the narrow paths of the rice fields. Even though she searched everywhere,
she couldn’t see where her sister was. It was all dark now, and Ging-Gu was very frightened. She
thought to herself, “It would be so nice if there were some lights in here!” As she was thinking this,
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she lost her balance and fell. She fell into a pond in the field and quickly drowned.

Even after she died, she still worried about her little sister. She turned herself into a lightning bug

and kept searching for her missing sister on the fields along the river and in the woods.

Later on, the villagers named the bug, “Fiery Ging-Gu.” These are the fireflies we see today.
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There was once a rich man named Fu-shan Chang, who lived in Changhua. His first and second
daughters married rich men. However, the most beautiful little daughter, Yuji, refused to marry a
rich man. She said to her father, “I want to marry someone who has ambition. It doesn’'t matter to
me whether he is rich or not.” Fu-shan Chang was very upset upon hearing this. At this moment, a
very poor man named Bu-zhe Lee, who earned his living by selling escargot, passed by their door.
Fu-shan Chang said to him, “I want you to marry my daughter.” Bu-zhen Lee said to him, “Don’t
mock me! If you have nothing to buy from me, I am out of here!” Yuji heard the way Bu-zhe Lee
acted and talked. She knew that this was not an ordinary person, but an ambitious man, so she

decided to marry him.
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Although they suffered financial difficulties after marrying, Yuji never complained. One day, Bu-zhe
Lee went hunting in the mountains, He chased after a hare and the hare led him to a cave. Inside
the cave, there were piles of black bricks. He brought a brick home. Yuji saw the brick and cried,”
This is a very rare gold brick!” The husband and wife went back to get more. At this time, an old
man showed up and said to them, “These bricks belonged to Door Knocker Lee. You cannot take his
bricks!” The two of them then had to go home empty handed.

One year later, Yuji gave birth to a son and brought him to see his grandfather. The baby cried
while Fu-shan Chang held him in his arms. Fu-shan Chang then swung the door knocker to attract
his attention. The baby smiled. He said to the baby, “I now name you Door Knocker Lee!” The
couple was surprised to hear the name. On their way home, they went to the cave where the bricks
were. This time, they successfully moved all golden bricks home.
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Even though they had gotten the golden bricks, they still lived a very simple and diligent life. The
next year when Fu-shan Chang had his birthday party, Bu-zhe Lee wore old clothes and carried a
basketful of escargot as gift. The elder son-in-law mocked Lee on purpose by saying ‘I have too
much land, I want to sell some.” The second son-in-law then said the same, ‘I want to sell some of
my land, too! I am too rich.” Bu-zhe Lee then said, “Well, I want to buy some land, why don't you
sell the land to me?” People at the party started to laugh at him. The elder son-in-law then began
to draft a contract, “We will sell you the land at half price. Can you afford it?” Bu-zhe Lee signed
the contract without saying a word. He then took out the golden bricks hidden under the escargot
to pay for the land. Everyone was taken by surprise. He even gave his father-in-law the rest of the
golden bricks as his birthday present.

The couple continued to work hard on their land. The three of them led very fruitful lives.
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Water Buffalo Paid Back
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A long time ago, in the southern part of Taiwan, there lived a rich man with a very kind heart
whose name was Kind-hearted Wang. One day he met a butcher who was leading a water buffalo
down the street. He then asked, “Are you selling this buffalo?” The butcher asked, “No, this one is

going to be killed.” Mr. Wang then asked, “Why don’t you sell it to me?”

The butcher was very impolite. He replied, “It will cost you a lot of money, you probably could not
afford it.” Kind-hearted then said, “How much is it? Give me a number."The butcher then raised the
money to 3000 dollars. Kind-hearted still bought the buffalo without hesitation.

That night, Kind-hearted tied the buffalo to a big tree. In the middle of the night, everyone fell
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asleep, but the buffalo didn’t. He rolled his eyes and listened intently as if expecting something to
happen. All of a sudden, the buffalo mooed and mooed very loudly. All the people who were sound
asleep in the house were awakened by the noise and rushed outside to see what was going on.

At that very moment, a huge earthquake occurred, and their house suddenly collapsed. Everyone
was taken by surprise as they stood beside the
buffalo.

The buffalo stopped mooing and quieted down
after the quake. Kind-hearted said to the buffalo
gratefully, “Ancient people have said that
buffalos had the ability to detect earthquakes.
Thank you, buffalo, for saving my family!” The

buffalo did nothing but swing its tail to respond
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Kind-hearted. Because the dawn hadn’t come yet, the whole family lied down on a straw bed under
a big tree. Kind-hearted slept beside the buffalo.

In his dream that night, Kind-hearted heard the buffalo say to him, “Master, thank you for saving
my life. If it wasn't for you, I would have already been dead. You are the one who saved me!” Kind-
hearted replied, “No, you saved my life!” The buffalo said, “You are such a kind man with a heart of
gold. I knew that I had to pay you back.” Suddenly, the morning dew dripped onto Kind-hearted’s
face and he awoke. He turned his head to look at the buffalo. He found that he not only believed
what the buffalo told him in his dream, but that he also loved it even more.
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Match-maker Ms. Perfect-Match Yeh
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Once upon a time, there was a very smart matchmaker. No matter how flawed a person was, the
matchmaker would still find a perfect match for him or her. Therefore, she gained the title, “Ms.
Perfect Match Yeh.”

One day, a pretty wealthy young man whose
legs were different lengths asked Ms.Yeh to
find him a wife. The matchmaker thought

to herself, “Yesterday, a girl from the
neighboring village who was blind in one
eye asked me to find her a husband. If

these two could be together, that would

be perfect! But I cannot tell them of the
other’s shortcomings.” So she told the
young man, “Alas! A Chinese proverb

goes ‘marriages are made in Heaven, if
a girl is meant to be your wife, then you
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have to marry her! I tell you what, a young lady from the neighboring village asked me to find

her a husband. She is beautiful and graceful. You are lucky if you can marry her!” The young man
worried, “If she knows that I am flawed, with one leg longer than the other, will she still marry me?”
The matchmaker said, “Well, trust me! When you two meet, remember to put your shorter leg on
the threshold of the door. She will never notice.” The matchmaker also wanted the girl to hide half
of her face behind the door, pretending that she was shy.

On the day these two met, they did exactly what the matchmaker told them to do. The young

man saw the girl, and he was delighted. “What a beautiful and graceful girl,” he thought. The girl
was also satisfied with the handsome young man. The matchmaker wanted to prevent them from
scolding her later on, so she said to them, “Getting married is something very serious, so you should
be sincere with each other. Listen carefully. We have three people, and with five eyes, we witness
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the love pledge we made here. You cannot talk ill about each other even though you have flaws like
legs of uneven lengths.” These two people were so happy to find someone that they liked that they
didn't listen to her warning at all.

On the day of their marriage, the groom unveiled his bride’s veil. They discovered that the other
was not as perfect as they thought. So the couple went to argue with the matchmaker. She said,

‘I did mention to you that we have three people with five eyes, and I said that ‘you cannot talk ill

about one another even though one of you have leg of uneven lengths, didn't I?” She continued,

“What you have on the
outside is not important at -
all. As long as you
respect and love each
other, the marriage
will certainly work!”
After they listened to
the matchmaker, they
realized that no one
is perfect, and they
held hands and went
home.
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In the Ching Dynasty, there was a student named Lee Shu-guan. He was extremely clever but he
didn’'t work hard enough and he was mean to others. Another student, whose name was Lin Wen-
Tang, was a very kind man who studied very hard. He fed a stray kitten every day. Lee, on the other
hand, hit the cat whenever he saw it.

These two were on their way to take a national exam. On the way, they stayed at a run-down temple
where the Chinese god Lu-dongbin was worshipped. Lee went to sleep right after dinner. Lin, on
the other hand, cleaned up the temple and wiped the alter table. During the night, they both had

the same dream in which the god Lu-dongbin wrote a word on their palm. Lee’s was “have” and
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Lin’s was “have not.” The god told them, “there will be a shepherd on the way tomorrow, show
your palm to him, and he will let you know the results of the exam.” And the god disappeared in a
puff of smoke. When these two awoke the next morning, they did indeed have the words written
on their palm. They both paid their respects to the god, and continued to walk. While walking,
they saw a shepherd, and they showed the words to him. Lee thought to himself, “Mine is have,
that must mean I have been selected!” The shepherd, however, said, “Actually, the ‘have’ means
you have a lot debts to pay, which means you're not going to pass the exam until you pay your
debts.” The very disappointed Lee then asked Lin to show his word to the shepherd. The shepherd
said, “Have not’ is a Chinese character which looks like four columns beneath a palanquin. That

means, you are going to be powerful and people will carry you wherever you go. You are going to
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pass the exam with excellent grades!”
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The night before the exam, Lee made Lin drink a lot of wine, and Lin became drunk and fell

asleep. Lee then stole his brush pen and plucked all the brush out of the pen. Lee wanted Lin to

have no pens with which to write during the exam. However, after Lee went to bed, the kitten

which Lee hit so often jumped into the window and changed the men’s pen bags. Because of this,

Lee had broken pen during the exam, and he couldn’t write properly. Lin got an excellent grade,

and his efforts paid off.

People in the old times had a nursery rhyme, which went like this, “Lee was bad and mean, and

wanted his friend to fail; the grateful cat changed the pen bags and the bad guy got punished. If

you want to victimize your friend, you will taste the bitter fruit. It's not that god doesn’t want to

help you, it’s just that you have to have your conscience clear first!”
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The Field Snail Paid Back
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49 Many years ago in Keelung, there once was a hard-working student named Lee-ming who went to

\ take an exam in the city. He failed and didn't get chosen. On his way home, he rested against a tree.
- Lee-Ming spotted a field snail crawling out of its shell who later laid a cluster of eggs. However, the
= shell from which the snail had just stepped out was too light, and soon was blown away by a swirl
b of wind. Lee-ming helped the snail pick up his shell.
o The snail then wrote a line of words in the mud of the field. They read, “Don’t stay at Gueichiao
° tonight, and don't use oily water to wash your body. You will see a fly perched on a pen. A-Kun
& Huang at Ba-du is the one you should seek.” Lee-ming kept those words close to his heart.

When the sky grew dark, Lee-ming arrived at Gueichiao. But the words written by the snail seemed

=
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like a warning, so he continued to walk to the next village. That morning, the hotel owner said to
him, “Last night, a sudden storm flooded the whole Gueichiao village, and no one survived.” Lee-
ming thought to himself, “Thank goodness for that snail. If it wasn’t for him, I would have been
killed!”

When he arrived at another place called Wudu, he was only 20 kilometers away from home. But it
was dark already, he was exhausted, and his dirty clothes made him really want to take a shower,
so he decided that he wanted to stay at a hotel and go home the next day. The server told him, “The
owner of the hotel would usually use the bathroom at this time of the day, but he is occupied now,
so you go ahead and clean yourself first.”

When Lee-ming undressed, he accidentally dropped the oil lamp and got oil everywhere. The words
the snail wrote came to his mind, “Don’t use oily water!” So he ran out and said, “I think I will skip

50
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my bath.” The wife of the hotel owner passed by, and saw the hot water. She didn't want to waste

a good hot bath, so she took the liberty of using the hot water in the dark. When the owner came
back and went to the bathroom, he saw his wife laying in her blood with a knife cut in her head.
Everyone thought Lee-ming killed his wife. The county magistrate was going to sentence him to
death. Then a fly came out of nowhere and perched on the county magistrate's pen. The magistrate
thought it was weird because the fly stayed at the very same spot on the pen even though he

tried to get rid of it. Lee-ming then told him the words that the snail wrote. Out of curiosity, the
magistrate sent someone to look for this A-Kun Huang at
Badu. This man was indeed the murderer who admitted
that he had a crush on the wife of the hotel owner. His
original plan was to kill the owner of the hotel, but in the
dark, he killed the wrong person. Lee-ming was immediately

released.
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Selling the Nice-smell Fart

Bl F2 o IRl WL R

DR G T £ VLI S Sl S et P
BB B Rept Blr— bR e wn o B FE I X
BEEr be 4l MIHL A HIRE 0 T FLRVE R R
Be oo KA FIRT S W RoEASTIFB L o
VRN RN EE I AR SR AR P S S P SR I SO
MedAs AL 0 B REEDHI R BB 2B 0 BRE
BiES GG TR e — & S

\

Once upon a time, there were two brothers. The older brother was cunning and lazy; the younger
one was honest and well-mannered. On the day when their family decided to divide the property
between the two brothers, the older brother used a little trick to fool his brother. In the end, the
younger brother only got a very small piece of the sugar cane field. Later, the older brother wanted
to have the ox all to himself so he said to the younger brother, “You can pull on the ox’s tail and I'll

pull on its nose.

Whoever wins can have the ox.” When they started pulling, the older brother’s wife patted the ox’s
back. The ox then walked forward and left the little brother nothing but a flea from its tail. The
neighbors pitied the younger brother and gave him a rooster as a sympathetic gift.
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One day, the younger brother brought his rooster to a wedding ceremony. Unfortunately, the
rooster got bitten to death by the house dog. The younger brother then started to cry. The

owner thought of the crying as bad luck and agreed to give the dog to the younger brother as
compensation. The next day, he brought his new dog to work in the field. A businessman selling
rice happened to walk by and saw that the dog was about to work in the field. He then mockingly
made a bet with the younger brother. “If the dog can really plow this field, I will give you all the
rice on my back!” The younger brother then threw a riceball on the ground. The dog immediately
walked forward. When it almost reached the riceball, he picked it up and threw it farther. Because
the dog wanted to have the riceball so badly, he started plowing. The field was plowed thorougly
in no time. The businessman lost the bet and gave all the rice to him. When his brother learned
of it, he borrowed the dog and made a bet with a cloth businessman for 50 dollars. However this
time the dog had learned its lesson from its last experience. It worked so hard only for a riceball,
therefore this time, it didn’t want to move at all. The older brother went crazy and killed the dog.
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The younger brother was very sad and buried the dog with tears. A month later, a black-bean-
like plant emerged from the burial site. The younger brother cooked the black beans and ate
them. When he finished eating, he started to fart, but the fart filled the air with a pleasant smell.
He decided to go to the the county magistrate and sell his nice smelling fart. The government
official then told the younger brother, “If you're capable of farting a nice fragrance, I will give
you 20 pieces of gold. If your fart is not as good as you described, I will punish you by whipping
you twenty times.” Of course, the younger brother got the gold. His greedy brother learned about
this, and he also cooked this black-bean-like plant. He went to see the government official as well.
Unfortunately, his fart was just a regular stinky one. He was whipped twenty times.

People said that the fragrant fart cured a strange disease of a millionaire’s daughter. The younger
brother married the girl and was rewarded handsomely.
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Once upon a time, there was a farmer named Chang Tie-tou. He was not a bad man, but he was

slow to respond to situations and didn’t know how to present his best side to important people,

so his career didn't go very well. Therefore he worked hard on the field, but typhoons came every

year, and sometimes one drought followed by one flood. This badly damaged his crops. He lost all

his savings. One day, his family needed some money for an urgent cause. His wife asked him to

borrow money from the millionaire, Lo, by telling him that he will pay Lo back after the harvesting

season.

Chang had to borrow the money even though he was totally opposed to the idea. When he arrived

at Lo’s, the millionaire was eating a yam. He told Chang to eat with him. In the old days, when the
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Taiwanese were generally still very poor, they always dried yams in the sun and cut the yams into
slices. Poor people couldn't possibly eat a whole yam. Lo was very rich, so he peeled the whole yam
and dipped it in sugar. This was considered to be a great luxury. When Chang took one yam from
Lo, he thought to himself, ‘I should eat the skin of the yam as well. It would be too much of a waste
only to eat the yam. But, look at Lo, he only ate the yam, not the skin. [ should copy him, or he
might laugh at me for being a man from the countryside.”

So Chang ate the yam by peeling off the skin. When he finished, he told Lo that he was here to
borrow money. Lo thought for a while and told him, “The amount of money you want to borrow is
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large. I would have lent it to you if you had eaten the skin. However, you didn’t cherish the food
that I gave you. You peeled the skin! This shows that you're a person who wastes food! [ would
never lend money to such a person!” The poor guy was scolded by Lo and he couldn’t explain
himself clearly, so he had to go home without any money.

When the wife learned about the whole thing, she shook her head and told him, “You have a brain
that doesn’'t work! You have to be careful about whose yam you're eating!” Later, people used this
sentence to remind people that when facing different situations, you have to react differently.
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In Tainain, there is a hill with red-soil called Chihshan. A youngster named Hu Dechang lived in
Woujiajuang village, which was east of the red hill. He had a very strong bull and a very weak cow.
He earned his living by transporting goods for people with his ox. One day when he arrived at
Anping Harbor, he heard that a huge stone had swirled up from the ocean. The stone he saw had a
beautiful texture but it was too heavy to move. Hu Dechang loved this stone, so he decided take the
stone home.

He tied the stone to his ox with ropes and demanded the ox to pull. The stone, however, didn’t

go anywhere. The shoulders of the ox started to bleed. Hu Dechang didn’'t want to give up on the
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stone, so he knelt down and prayed to the gods for the strength to move the stone home.

After his prayer, an old man wearing a white beard showed up and said, “You should have used this
cow to pull the stone!” Hu Dechang heard this and laughed! “Are you joking? The bull is strong and
it couldn’t move the stone. My cow, on the other hand, is weak. There is no way that the cow will
move the stone.” The old man laughed and said to him, “Never say it is impossible without giving it
a try!” The cow was indeed able to move the stone! As Hu Dechang turned around to thank him, the
man vanished into the air. He then realized that the man was a fairy. He knelt down and prayed to

the sky, then pushed the stone home on his ox cart.
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When he walked up to the foot of the red hill, the cow stopped all of a sudden. Even though he
whipped her, she didn't move. Then he heard the old man say, “The stone likes this place, so you
should put it here.” Hu Dechang had no choice, he had to do as the old man said. The villagers
heard about the stone, so they all came to see it. Then later on one day, a very talented stone
engraver passed by the stone, and he made the stone a shrine for the Buddhist goddess Guanyin
(The Mercy Buddha). And this magnificent Buddhist goddess is still there today.
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Once upon a time, there was a rich man named Pang Fuguei who was mean and liked to take

advantage of people. Two young men decided to use his shortcomings against him. There was a
crow’s nest atop a huge birch tree in the rich man’s backyard. One night, these two stood under
the tree looking up at the top and rustled the tree to make the crow croak and flutter its wings.

Hearing the noises, Pang Fuguei rushed out to see what was going on. He found these two men
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staring at the crow’s nest. He yelled at them, “The tree belongs to me. What are you looking at?

Go away!” These two then said to each other in suppressed voices, “Pang is here, let’s leave now.
Never let him know what we are doing.”

Pang Fuguei heard their every word. He followed the two men to a temple. One the men said

to the other, “We both dreamed that a white-bearded old man told us that a piece of straw with

powers of invisibility can be found in Pang’s birch tree. If you hold this straw, people cannot see
you. We will certainly get rich with this.”

Pang Fuguei was in shock when he learned the news. He would never give up such a nice thing!
So he hurried home and took down the nest. He tried each of the straws in front of his wife. He
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asked his wife the same question for hours after hours, “Can you see me?” When the sun was
about to go down, his wife lost all her patience. She told him, “No, I cannot see you!” In the early
morning of the second day, Pang Fuguei took the straw and walked along the street. Because
everyone hated him, no one said hi to him. He thought that nobody saw him and was pretty
pleased. He picked up a pear from a fruit stand and ate the pear. The vendor thought that he
must be crazy. The vendor let him go. He now was very certain that his invisibility straw worked
like magic.

He became bolder after eating the pear. Afterward, he walked into the court house, and took
away the government’s official seal. He was immediately captured by watching soldiers and was
punished with 40 whips. He went to trial and suffered a lot.
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Tale of Chao-Feng Temple’s Flying Marble Slabs
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Legend has it that on top of Kaohsiung’s Mt. Da-gongshan is Chao-Feng Temple. The temple’s roof
was built by “flying marble slabs.” This story could be traced back to the Ching dynasty. The Ching
government sent Jiang Yun-jun to fill the position of magistrate in Gongshan. Jiang looked at the
amazing view of Da-gongshan. He made the decision that he wanted to use his best efforts to
develop this place.

A wise man told him, “Because of the steepness of the mountain, few people have climbed up it.

But the locals are extremely pious and devoted to the Buddhist. If you can build a temple on top

of the mountain, people will start to go up the mountain to pay their tribute to the Buddha. Then,
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this place will gradually develop.” Jiang thought this was a brilliant idea. He then asked the builders
to calculate how much time, energy and money would be needed to build the temple. The builders
answered, “Even the mountain is not especially high, it is bumpy and rough. The most important
materials, marble slabs, are hard to carry up the mountain. It will take forever to build the temple.”
Due to this problem, the project was postponed.

Half month later, a rumor surfaced. People were saying, “The Buddha has shown itself on the top
of Da-gongshan!” Jiang heard the rumor, and he decided to make the best of it. He added a little
news to the rumor by saying, “It is said that the Buddha is going to show itself again on top of the
mountain by noon the day after tomorrow. I heard people say that people will see flying slabs on
the top. If you pay your tribute there, your life span will be expanded. But, each person has to carry
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two bricks and two slabs. Those who do not carry these two things will be struck with bad luck.”

On that day, the trail to the top of the mountain was jam-packed with people.

At noon, the top of the mountain was filled with people. Everyone said, “Where is our Buddha?

Where are the flying slabs?” The magistrate, Jiang, then showed up grinning. “The Buddha is here!

Because of your help, the bricks and slabs have been carried here and a temple for Buddha can be

built!” Everyone realized what was going on. Not too long afterwards, the temple was completed.

Jiang named this temple, “Chao-Feng Temple.”
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Once upon a time, there was a very poor teacher, whose last name was Chang, that lived in Chulo
(present-day Chiayi). Because he was very old (almost 70 years old), he had very few students.
One day Leng-chien, one of his good friends, who served as a librarian in the government, paid
him a visit. Mr. Chang complained about his condition of being poor. He said that he was so poor
that he couldn’t even afford to buy his favorite fruit, the litchi. Leng-chien heard him, smiled, and
said, “Prepare a plate and a towel! I will help you get what you want.” Leng-chien covered the
plate with a towel and started to chant a spell. When he unveiled the cover, some litchi was there!
So Mr. Chang asked him to make some gold for him.

Leng-chien said, “You squandered all your money in your last life. In this life you're doomed to be
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a poor man. This is the god’s will. But if you can avoid being greedy, [ will do my best to help you.
If you are too greedy, you will suffer the worst consequences.” Mr. Chang nodded and agreed to
try.

Leng-chien took his brush pen and drew a door on the wall. He turned around and said to the
teacher, “A mountain of gold lies behind this door. When you need money, knock three times on
the door. The door will open for you. But you can only take money that you need. You are not
allowed to take more than you actually need.” After these words, he left.

Mr. Chang then knocked three times on the door. The door slid open and a huge mountain of gold
appeared. Since he was a greedy man, he immediately forgot Leng-chien’s words. He took off his
clothes to create bags in which to wrap the gold. When he wanted to return, he heard someone
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shout, “A thief! Come quick!” A bunch of police officers then showed up to capture him. One
government official interrogated him about how he got into the government coffer. He told him
that it was Leng-chien who showed him the place. The official then asked the policemen to capture
Leng-chien. Leng-chien was captured and sent to the courthouse. He asked for a cup of tea before
the interrogation. After he picked up the cup, he disappeared. People saw him shrink and hide
himself in the teapot.

The official asked people to break the teapot. Still, he was nowhere to be seen. But a voice was
lingering in the air. The voice said, “You will never catch me!” The official asked people to grind
the bits and pieces of the broken teapot into powder. The powder was blown into the air when

the wind picked up. And then the powder became a white stork. Leng-chien sat on top of the bird

saying, “Human beings are too greedy! Each one of you!” And then he vanished into thin air.
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At the Sung-chu Temple in Taipei City, there is a very famous watery mercy Buddha. The story
about the Buddha can be traced back to one July during the Ching dynasty. A flood hit Taichung.
After the flood, a bunch of little kids played with each other in San Fenpu. They found that there
was a piece of driftwood that looked like the Mercy Buddha. These kids placed the wood under a
big pine tree and started to pay tribute to the wood Buddha.
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A couple days passed after the kids found
the Buddha. A businessman who sold
clothes passed by the tree. He carried
a lot of money with him. Because the

weather was extremely hot, he took a

rest under the tree and fell asleep. When

he awoke, he realized that his money was all gone. And then he found the wooden Buddha placed
beside the tree. He knelt down to pray. “Dear Mercy Buddha, please help me find the thief.” After
his prayer, a strong wind started to blow. Many pine needles fell down. The needles fell and placed
themselves into two Chinese characters, “A-Nu.” The businessman then went to the chief of the
village to ask him whether there was an “A-Nu” in the village.

A-Nu was a lazy man. The chief of the village sent someone to retrieve him. A-Nu said to them
angrily, “You don’t have any evidence at all. How can you accuse me of this crime! [ am not a thief!”
The chief of the village said, “The Mercy God said it was you who stole the money. To clear your

name, you must go to the pine tree and swear to the Buddha.”
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A-Nu thought to himself, “This is nothing but a piece of lousy wood crap.” When he saw the words

written on the ground, he said, “Everyone can write words on the ground. This is certainly a set-up!”

So he knelt down and swore to the Buddha, “If I truly stole the money, I will never again stand up
and walk!” Everyone heard his words to the Buddha, so the people believed that he didn't steal the
money.

When the people were ready to head back to the village, A-Nu was still kneeling down on the
ground. The chief of the village asked him to stand up. A-Nu could not stand up. He cried and said,
“Dear Mercy Buddha, [ knew what I did was wrong. I stole the money. And I will certainly pay him
back. Please forgive me.” Because this driftwood flushed down from the flood, it gained the name
“Watery Mercy Buddha.”
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