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TCML-MN Supports Taiwan Online Library of Minnesota’ s 2026 Han Character Festival - From
calligraphy and Han character games to Taiwanese night market culture, visitors explore the
beauty of Han characters and the richness of Taiwanese culture.
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The Taiwan Online Library of Minnesota hosted the 2026 Han Character Festival on October 31 at
Brookdale Library in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. Taiwan Center for Mandarin Learning -
Minnesota (TCML-MN) director, teachers, students, volunteers, and activity team joined the
event by hosting booths and offering calligraphy instruction. The festival introduced visitors
to traditional Han characters and Taiwanese culture.

TCML-MN teacher Joseph Lin explained the history of Han characters, calligraphy, writing
styles, and basic brush techniques. Visitors learned how to hold and use a brush, and Lin
LaoShi encouraged them to slow down, focus, and enjoy the process.

One Taiwanese grandmother came with her American husband and two grandchildren. It was the
children’ s first time writing with a calligraphy brush, which made the day especially
meaningful. Another visitor, Bai, said the festival renewed her interest in learning Mandarin,
which she studied in high school.

TCML-MN student Blaine brought two friends, Rita and Jon, to volunteer. Teachers and staff
introduced the center’ s Saturday Mandarin classes and shared information about traveling to


https://event.tolib.org/
https://tcml-mn.org/
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Taiwan.

Besides the TCML booth, volunteers from the University of Minnesota Taiwanese Student
Association designed six game booths. Families explored Taiwanese culture and the beauty of Har
characters through hands-on activities. The two-hour event was full of laughter, and the
Taiwanese community warmly welcomed new friends. Activities Coordinator Hsin-Hung Huang also
noted which activities visitors liked best, to use in future programs.

TCML-MN thanks the Taiwan Online Library of Minnesota for the invitation and the chance to
share Mandarin learning and Taiwanese culture with more people in Minnesota.

Taiwan Culture Festival
T

FEY P kR R EFREFRP R T 4 d fof g o TCML-MN teacher Joseph Lin follows with an
introduction to the history of Han characters.
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Han Character Festival ©

Saturday,
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TiERpR (Lo )i g il ey PG Call1graphy Workshop: Participants proudly display their
:alligraphy with Taiwan Onlil i

ine L1brary orgamzers Sam Tsai and Man-Ling Chen (left), teacher Joseph Lin
(center), and TCML-MN Director Pei-Wen Fang (right).
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foseph Lin demonstrates how to hold and use a calllgraphy brush. Participants of all ages

o 3y

MN teacher
practice writing the character "X ;. Director Pei-Wen Fang also demonstrates basic brush strokes.
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o TRELHERGA Ao P oo TEEF{og EEFRGE 4R EF AL LW - A o Promoting Taiwan and
Mandarin Learning: TCML-MN activity coordinator Hsin-Hung shares Taiwan travel information. TCML-MN
students Blaine and Rita volunteer at the booth, introducing Mandarin textbooks and sharing Taiwanese
gifts. Mu LaoShi and Wan LaoShi introduce Mandarin classes to a Taiwanese grandmother and her family.
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A AU ‘% ¥ IRF RNy R D 2 A oo # 5 4 Blaine o Bor R H LRI K 0 FEFoR v
S = 4 et A< it o Exploring Taiwanese Culture Through Booth Activities: Visitors enjoy the
ight Market Nook Oracle Word Match, and Make a Wish with KuaiKuai booths. Director Fang and second-
year student Blaine proudly display their night market creations, while teacher Wan and activity
coordinator Hsin-Hung introduce the Taiwanese tradition of making wishes with KuaiKuai.
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§ o XL ’F'TS%' T o HS R OBFFRP LG A4S £ | Bringing the Community Together: Director Fang and
students explore the meanings of Han characters while designing their night market booths. The booths,
created with help from University of Minnesota Taiwanese Student Association volunteers, attract
visitors of all ages. Taiwanese community members also enjoy reconnecting and welcoming new friends.



